Weekly Prayer Sheet - Week beginning Monday 22nd September 2014

Scripture

1 Corinthians 14 : 10 – 12

There are many different languages in the world, yet none of them is
without meaning. But if I do not know the language being spoken,
those who use it will be foreigners to me and I will be a foreigner to
them. Since you are eager to have the gifts of the Spirit, you must
try above everything else to make greater use of those which help to
build up the church.

Reflect:
St Paul’s words in his letter to the community at Corinth are as
relevant today as they were when they were written. There are so
many languages spoken across the world – over 6000 – a variety
of which we can hear spoken across the UK; St Paul tells us that if
we do not know the language being spoken to us it leaves us and
the speaker as strangers – foreigners.
Language is the key to knowledge and friendship, understanding
and peace. Language can unlock so many different doors if only
we are willing to take the first step. We are all God’s children, all
made in his image and likeness, all loved, all valued – whatever
language we speak, whatever colour our skin or hair or eyes,
whatever our body is able (or not) to do , whatever part of the
world we come from, whatever skills we have. St Paul recognised
that language can be such a barrier... if we let it. As intelligent
and tolerant people who recognise that what is in a person’s heart
is far more important than what they look or sound like, we know
that embracing other languages is just one way to bring people
together in love and peace.



What barriers can being unable to understand the language of another build.
How can learning a language promote peace?

Pray for:










Those who teach languages to others,
we are grateful for the sharing of their
gift.
People who are isolated in their homes.
Communities due to the inability to
communicate – that others will
encourage and support them.
People who work towards breaking
down barriers between people, nations,
cultures, faiths.
Each of us, that we will be open minded
and tolerant in situations that challenge
us.
All young people learning a new
language, that they will persevere.

Focus on
one each
day

On this European Day of Languages we
pray for speakers and teachers of every
European language.
We are thankful for the diversity of
culture across Europe that is available
for us to experience, bringing us new
insight and understanding, and helping
us to learn that we are part of a global
family
Amen
Jesus our Lord, You taught us to love
our neighbour, regardless of where
they come from. This day reminds us
that my neighbour is EVERY person,
even if they speak a different language
or come from somewhere I’ve never
been to. Help me to recognise that
knowledge of another language is a
gift, help me to value it and to use it
well.
Amen

Prayers

Lord sometimes we can be
frightened or suspicious of
difference – people and things
that we don’t fully understand
can unsettle us. We pray
today for the breaking down
of barriers between people
and nations so that we all
speak the same language –
that of love !
Amen

Prayer in action for EDL:
 Knowing a foreign language can open many doors –
make the most of your opportunity to do so !
 Thinks carefully about the language you use today –
make sure it’s appropriate!
 Be tolerant, patient, accepting and open.
 Listen at least as much as you speak today
 Make sure that you are open to people, don’t judge

