Weekly Prayer Sheet - Week beginning 27th June 2016

A prayer from
Pope Francis
Prayer to St Julie Billiart

Year of Mercy
Pope Francis has declared an Extraordinary Jubilee of
Mercy. This Holy Year of Mercy began December 8,
2015, the feast of the Immaculate Conception and the
50th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican
Council. It will close November 20, 2016, the Feast of
Christ the King. This year’s motto is “Merciful Like the
Father.”

Sometimes, when we think of the word mercy, we
picture someone throwing themselves on their knees
before a cruel villain, pleading to be spared some
punishment. This is not our understanding of God’s
mercy. We do not ask for God’s mercy because we are
afraid of incurring his wrath as punishment for our
sins. Rather, when we call on God to have mercy, we are
calling on God in the only way we know him—as one who
responds with compassion to those in need. When we
show mercy to others, we are responding as God
responds, with compassion.

Saint Julie, through your great devotion
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, you were
miraculously cured and favoured by
many graces.
By your powerful intercession, obtain for
us above all, a great trust in God in all
the difficulties of life, the strength to
accomplish in all things the adorable will
of God, and the special grace we now
ardently ask of you.
“We must have courage in the times we
live in. Great souls are needed, souls
having the interest of God at heart”
St Julie Billiar

Meet Pope Francis:
Pope Francis was born Jorge Mario
Bergoglio on December 17, 1936, in
Buenos Aires, Argentina. He felt the
call of God and was ordained a Jesuit
priest on December 13, 1969. A Jesuit
means that he belongs to the order
known as the Society of Jesus, founded
by St. Ignatius of Loyola. Jesuits are
known for traveling the world to spread
the word of God and being missionaries
who serve the poor and fight injustice.
In Rome, Pope Francis, or Francisco, is
known as il Papa, which means Father.

Pray for this week:


Students preparing for exams




Help us to show love and mercy to our community
Our College community

The pope is the Bishop of Rome and the
leader of the worldwide Catholic
Church. He lives in Vatican City, which
is a municipality inside the city of
Rome. In his time as pope, Francis has
shared a vision of Church that
emphasizes hope, mercy, and care for
each other. Pope Francis is the first
Jesuit pope.

Dear Lord,
We rejoice in the election of our new Holy Father,
Pope Francis I. What a wonderful gift you have
bestowed upon us in this courageous leader!
We thank you for your continued guidance of our
Most Holy Church, and we pray you continue to
extend your blessings to our Church Fathers and all
your faithful.
We ask that you be with Francis now, as he
embarks on a great undertaking, shepherding,
stewarding, and renewing the flock.

Lord, source of eternal life and truth, give to Your
shepherd, the Pope, a spirit of courage and right
judgement, a spirit of knowledge and love.
By governing with fidelity those entrusted to his
care may he, as successor to the apostle Peter
and vicar of Christ, build Your church into a
sacrament of unity, love, and peace for all the
world.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your
Son, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

We pledge to you, our Lord, our most true and
humble obedience to your will through our Holy
Father who guides and fosters us through these
turbulent times.
Amen.

Let’s try Pope Francis’
five finger prayer?

