
  
 
 
 

 

YEAR 12 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Curriculum  
Content  

Introduction and overview 
  

• Changing awareness of crime  

• Criminological theories   

• Crime scene to courtroom  

• Crime and punishment  
 
Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime 
 

Composite = understand the fluid 
nature of crime; the level of public 
awareness of certain crimes and how 
the media portray crime 
Component 1 = understand different 
types of crime including typical 
offender and victim and level of public 
awareness 
Component 2 = reasons and 
consequences of unreported crime  
Component 3 = media representation 
of crime 
  
Component Selection: AC1.1-AC1.4 
Unit 1 Changing Awareness of Crime 
 

Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime 
  
Composite = understand how crime 
reporting can affect the public 
perception of criminality and plan a 
campaign for change relating to crime 
 
Component 1 = media representation 
and impact on public perception of 
crime including usefulness of gathering 
statistics on crime 
Component 2 = compare campaigns for 
change and use of media  
Component 3 = plan a campaign, 
designing materials and justifying the 
campaign 
Component 4 = Controlled Assessment 
  
Component Selection: AC1.5-AC3.3  
Unit 1 Changing Awareness of Crime 

Unit 2: Criminological Theories 
  
Composite = understand the range of 
explanations for criminal behaviour 
 
Component 1 = Compare criminal and 
deviant behaviour across time and 
cultures and the social construction of 
criminality  
Component 2 = Biological, 
individualistic and sociological 
explanations of criminality 
Component 3 = Evaluate the 
effectiveness of the explanations 

 
Component Selection: AC1.1-AC3.1  
Unit 2 Criminological Theories 

Unit 2: Criminological Theories   
 
Composite = apply understanding of 
the public perceptions of crime and 
campaigns for change to 
criminological explanations and link to 
social policy  
 
Component 1 = analyse situations of 
criminality  
Component 2 = understand how 
criminological theories, social 
changes and campaigns may inform 
policy development  
 
Component Selection: AC3.2-AC4.3  
Unit 2 Criminological Theories 

Revision and examination  
 
Having completed all curriculum 
content for the Certificate, students 
take part in a sequence of revision 
sessions focusing on knowledge 
retrieval and selection, writing under 
timed conditions and other exam 
techniques for the Unit 2 exam which 
is scheduled in May. There may also 
be opportunities for students to have 
a fresh attempt at the Unit 1 
Controlled Assessment with a new 
brief if necessary.  
 
Composite = understand the range of 
explanations for criminal behaviour 
and apply understanding 
 
Component Selection: AC1.1-AC4.3  
Unit 2 Criminological Theories 

Unit 3: From Crime Scene to 
Courtroom   
 
Composite = research key cases to 
understand the process of criminal 
investigations  
 
Component 1 = assess the 
effectiveness of personnel 
  
Component Selection: AC1.1 
Unit 3 From Crime Scene to 
Courtroom 

Prior 
knowledge 
and skills 
(from previous 
year / 
key stage)   

N/A ICT skills Science/biology/genetics N/A N/A N/A 

Vocabulary /  
Key Subject 
Terminology 

Assessment criteria (AC), Corporate 
crime, Ponzi scheme, White collar 
crime, De-labelling, Moral crime, 
Deviant, State crime, Genocide, 
Cyber-dependent, Cyber-enabled, 
Phishing, Honour crime, FGM, 
Coercive, Decriminalisation, News 
values 

Assessment Criteria (AC), Moral panic, 
Folk devils, Deviance amplification, 
Reliability, Validity, CSEW, Ethics, 

Campaign, Merchandise, Objectives, 
Justification 

Assessment Criteria (AC), Norms, 
Values, Sanctions, Actus reus, Mens 

rea, Strict liability, Custodial 
sentences, Polygamy, Adultery, 
Wolfenden report, Differential 

enforcement, Physiological theories, 
Somatotypes, Atavism, Endomorph, 

Ectomorph, Mesomorph, 
Monozygotic, Dizygotic, Concordance 

rate, Psychodynamic theories, 
Psychoanalysis, Id, Ego, Superego, 
Differential association, Operant 

learning theory, Cognitive theories, 
Functionalist theories, Subcultural 
theories, Marxist theory, Left and 

right realism 

Assessment Criteria (AC), Antabuse, 
Methadone, Stilbestrol, castration, 

lobotomy, eugenics, Token 
economies, Aversion therapy, 
Cognitive behavioural therapy, 

Disintegrative shaming, Reintegrative 
shaming, Situational crime 
prevention, Penal populism 

As spring term 1 and 2 
Analyse, Evaluate, Explain, Describe, 
Assess 

 

Personnel, Crime scene investigator, 
Pathologist 

Criminology Year 12 Curriculum Map 
 



Assessment 1  
AP1 Practice Controlled Assessment of a 
selection of ACs 

Controlled Assessment 
8 hours 

AP2 Practice mock exam 
Unit 2 exam 
1.5 hours 

100 knowledge retrieval questions 
from AUT1 

Assessment 2       

Extra-
Curricular 
Offer  

 
Documentary club 

Tutorial CA catch up sessions 
Documentary club 

Tutorial exam practice 
Tutorial exam practice 

Documentary club 
 

Documentary club 

Time 
Allocation 

 60 lessons  70 lessons 20 lessons 30 lessons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


