
  
 
 
 

 

YEAR 12 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Curriculum  
Content  

Introduction and overview 
 
Composite = have an overview of the 
main sociological theories 
 
Component 1 = Functionalism and 
New Right 
Component 2 = Marxism  
Component 3 = Feminism (Liberal, 
Radical and Marxist) 
Component 4 = Social Action Theory 
Component 5 = Postmodernism 
 
Component Selection: AQA A-level 
strand: Papers 1 and 3 (at least 20 
marks with the potential for 40 marks) 
Component Selection: 4.1.3 and 4.3.2 
Theory and Methods 
 

Families and Households 

Composite = be able to 
explain/analyse/evaluate the 
relationship of the family to the social 
structure and social change 

Component 1 = Extended family, 
evolution of the Nuclear family and 
Symmetrical family 
Component 2 = Functions of the family 
linked to theoretical perspectives 
Component 3 = Gender roles, domestic 
labour and power relationships – 
Feminism v New Right 
 
AQA A-level strand: Paper 2, 40 marks 
– 10, 10 and 20 mark questions 
Component Selection: 4.2.2 Topics in 
Sociology - Families and Households 
 

Families and Households 
  
Composite = be able to explain/analyse 
evaluate changing demographic patterns 
and the effect of globalisation  
 

Component 1 = Increased life 
expectancy and ageing population 
Component 2 = Changing patterns of 
fertility and childbearing and the effect 
on families and households  
Component 3 = Changing patterns of 
marriage, divorce, cohabitation 
Component 4 = Migration and its effect 
on families and households 
  
AQA A-level strand: Paper 2, 40 marks – 
10, 10 and 20 mark questions 
Component Selection: 4.2.2 Topics in 
Sociology - Families and Households 

Families and Households 
  
Composite = be able to 
explain/analyse/evaluate the nature 
of childhood and the relationship of 
the family to social structure and 
change with reference to social policy 
 
Component 1 = The changing nature 
of childhood across time  
Component 2 = Social policies and the 
impact on families and households 
 
AQA A-level strand: Paper 2, 40 
marks – 10, 10 and 20 mark questions 
Component Selection: 4.2.2 Topics in 
Sociology - Families and Households 
 

Sociological Methods  
 
Composite = understand how and 
why methods are chosen to enable 
sociological research to be 
undertaken  

 
Component 1 = Practical, Ethical and 
Theoretical considerations 
Component 2 = Quantitative and 
Qualitative Methods 
Component 3 = Secondary Data 
 
AQA A-level strand: Paper 1 (a 20 
mark Methods in Context question) 
plus potential for a further 10 marks 
on Paper 1 and 10 marks on Paper 3 
Component Selection: 4.1.2, 4.1.3 
and 4.3.2 Methods in Context and 
Theory and Methods 

Education with Theory and Methods   
 
Composite = understand the 
theoretical explanations for how and 
why different social groups in society 
achieve differently 
 
Component 1 = Theoretical 
perspectives of the function of 
education 
Component 2 = Differential 
Achievement according to Social Class 
(external factors) 
Component 3 = Differential 
Achievement according to Social Class 
(internal factors) 
 
AQA A-level strand: Paper 1, 50 
marks 
Component Selection: 4.1.1 
Education with Theory and Methods 

Education with Theory and Methods  
 
Component 1 = Differential 
Achievement according to Ethnicity 
Component 2 = Differential 
Achievement according to Gender 
Component 3 = Gender and Subject 
Choice 
Component 4 = Marketisation and 
Social Policy 
Component 5 = Globalisation 
 
AQA A-level strand: Paper 1, 50 
marks 
Component Selection: 4.1.1 
Education with Theory and Methods 

 
Methods in Context 
 
Composite = be able to apply 
strengths and limitations of a research 
method to given context 
 
Component 1 = Quantitative and 
Qualitative Methods 
Component 2 = Secondary Data 
Component 3 = Practical, Ethical and 
Theoretical considerations 
 
AQA A-level strand: Paper 1, 50 
marks plus knowledge required for 
Methods in Context, a further 20 
marks 
Component Selection: 4.1.1 
Education with Theory and Methods 
and 4.1.2 Methods in context 
 

Having completed all content for 
Year 1, consolidation activities, 
revision, practice essays and exam 
technique and practice 
 
AQA A-level strand: Papers 1 and 3 
(at least 20 marks with the potential 
for 40 marks) 
Component Selection: 4.1.3 and 
4.3.2 Theory and Methods 
 
AQA A-level strand: Paper 2, 40 
marks – 10, 10 and 20 mark 
questions 
Component Selection: 4.2.2 Topics 
in Sociology - Families and 
Households 
 
AQA A-level strand: Paper 1 (a 20 
mark Methods in Context question) 
Component Selection: 4.1.2 
Methods in Context 
 
AQA A-level strand: Paper 1, 50 
marks 
Component Selection: 4.1.1 
Education with Theory and Methods 
 

Prior 
knowledge 
and skills 
(from previous 
year / 
key stage)   

History – Industrial Revolution and 
legislative changes such as Women’s 
Suffrage 

Politics and current affairs referenced in 
half term 1 
Human geography 

Politics and current affairs 
Historical knowledge of primary and 
secondary sources 
Historical knowledge of legislation 
changes 

Politics and current affairs Politics and current affairs 
Human geography 
PSHCE 

Politics and current affairs 
History, human geography and 
PSHCE as covered across Year 1 
 

Vocabulary /  
Key Subject 
Terminology 

Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism, 
Interpretivism/Social Action theories, 
Postmodernism, Conflict and 
Consensus theories, Expressive leader, 

Demographic trends, Infant mortality 
rate, ageing population, Beanpole 

family, Fertility rate, Reconstituted 

Toxic childhood, Social construction, 
Universal, March of progress, Social 

policy, Practical, Ethical and 
Theoretical considerations, 

Functionalism, Secondary 
socialisation, Meritocracy, Role 

allocation, Marxism, Ideological State 
Apparatus, Hidden curriculum, 

Ethnocentric curriculum, Cultural 
deprivation, patriarchy, Subcultures, 

Labelling, Setting and Streaming, 
Self-fulfilling prophecy, 

As all previous terminology 

Sociology Year 12 Curriculum Map 
 



Instrumental leader, Conjugal roles, 
Domestic system, Nuclear family, 
Symmetrical family, Positivist, 
Socialisation, March of progress 

family, Blended family, Cohabitation, 
Co-parenting, Migration 

Qualitative, Quantitative, Primary 
and Secondary, Reliability, Validity, 

Generalisability, Representative, 
Positivist, Interpretivist, Strengths, 

Limitations 
 

Feminism, Patriarchy, Material 
deprivation, Language codes, 

Fatalistic attitude, Immediate and 
Deferred gratification, Cultural 

deprivation, Cultural capital 

Marketisation, Education Reform 
Act, Social policies, Globalisation, 

Quantitative, Qualitative, Context, 
Primary, Secondary, Reliability, 

Validity, Generalisability, 
Representative, Positivist, 

Interpretivist, Strengths, Limitations 
 

Assessment 1 
Baseline Assessment 
Baseline essay (20 marks) 

AP1 Timed essay 
All homework essays are considered 
to be assessments 

AP2 Practice mock exam 
All homework essays are considered 
to be assessments 

AP3 Practice mock exam 

Assessment 2 Practice timed 10 mark essay  Timed in-class essay  Timed in-class essay  

Extra-
Curricular 
Offer  

 
Documentary club 

Tutorial essay practice 
Documentary club 

Tutorial exam practice 
Documentary club 

Tutorial essay practice 
Documentary club 
Tutorial exam practice 

Documentary club 
Tutorial essay practice 

Time 
Allocation 

30 lessons 30 lessons 30 lessons 30 lessons 30 lessons 30 lessons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


