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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE

Dear Parents and Carers,
Happy Feast Day! IN THIS ISSUE

We begin this week's newsletter by thanking all staff and students J
involved in our Feast Day ceIebrat|></)ns. It was wonderful to be able e HEADTEACHERS
to celebrate it together as a whole school community. Our Feast MESSAGE (P ]_3)

Day was the perfect wzg/ to commemorate the founding day of the

tSri]stel\lrs tof I\IIDotre Dame de Namur t?r}d rertnind iJsballl that as part of e VVALUE STARS
With a rich and wonderul oy, © - Boba communty (P4)
< | = e SCHOOL LIFE
- | = NEWS (P5—6g
 NOTICES (P7
o SAFEGUARDING
(P8-10)

A special well done’ to our Sixth Form speakers who supported
the delivery of our Student Liturgies were we reflected on the
significance of the day. We'd also like to thank all of the staff
involved in organising ‘Feast Day celebrations and activities for
our students to enjoy throughout the morning! Students took

partin a series of Taskmaster' style chaIIengI;es, including who HEADTEACHER
can make the longest paper chain and the largest (functioning])
paper aeroplane. Other activities included dodgeball, quizzes,
and other physical challenges!

MRS COSTELLO
ACTING
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Exploring our history - Sixth Form Trip to Namur

We would like to wish six of our Sixth Form students all the best next week as Y
they head to Namur, Belgium to visit the motherhouse of the Sister of Notre
Dame de Namur and see where our foundress, Stjulie Billiart resided and grew
the order of the Sisters to what it is today. This is an incredible opportunity for
our students to discover more about the history of Notre Dame and deepen
their connection to the Notre Dame commmunity and our foundress Stjulie and
Francoise Blin de Bourdon.
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Itwas St Julie’s vision and hope that her Sisters would go throughout the
world, proclaiming God's loving care for all peoples.

https://snduk.org/the-early-days/
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Our students will travel to Namur, on Monday 5th February and return
on Wednesday 7th. We look forward to hearing more about their trip
next week. Happy travels!

Football Success

Ahuge well done to our Year 9 boys for their success this week on the pitch! Our students won 3-4 against North
Liverpool Academy in some very, very tough conditions. A special mention to goal scorers, George F and Lucas P,
the latter scoring a hattrick and taking player of the match. Well done all!
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Mr Delahunty shared, “The boys played an amazing game from the start to finish. it was a
very good contest up until the very end when the weather waterlogged the pitch mid
game. | was very proud of the leadership, passion and commitment displayed by all the

teammates. Fantastic effort!”

Personal news

For the final piece of news this week, I'd like to draw

our attention to the letter sent earlier this week

rom our Chair of Governors Mrs Ann-Marie Hutton,
regarding my own personal news that | will be
retiring at the end of this half term. It has been a
privilege to serve the Notre Dame community over
the last 34 years and I'd like to thank all parents,
carers and students - past and present - for their
support.

Mrs Brennan and Mrs Thomas have been
appointed by our Board of Governors to act as
Headteacher with equal responsibility to lead the
school until the end of the Spring Term, in the first
instance, and | am confident they will continue to
guide and serve Notre Dame with our students’ best
wishes at the centre of all they do.

I wish them both and our Notre Dame community
all the very best moving forward.

Notre Dame
tholic College
859
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1% Febiuary 2024

Dear ParentCarer

| m writing 0o inform you that Mrs. Costedo, Acting Heameacher, will be leaning us on Friday &
Febnsary 2024, whin she will retire from her post after 34 years of dedicated, professional
sanvics 10 the studerts, staff and the wider Noire Dame community. 'We all wish her a kng and
hapey retrement

St Joseph's Catholc Mult-Acsdenty Trust (CMAT), with the support of lotre Dame, had
advertised for a substantig headieacher for our college. Foliowing 2 nponous selection
process. the Trust fell uncabis o make an appointment 3t ths time and will cortinue 10 seek o
SEPOI 3 SUCOBSSON 10 13 e SChodl 35 S00N 35 POSSie

Following mestings with my feliow govemars and with the: full support of the Sisters.of Notre
Dame, te Archdiocese of Liverpool and St Joseph’s CMAT, | am pleased 1o inform you hat
govemons have apponted Mrs. Brennan and M. Thomas as Acding Headleachers 10 lead the
school unti the end of the Spaing Term, in the first instance. Mrs. Brennan and Mrs. Thomas
will have equal responsibiity to lead the: school

Botn Mrs. Brernan and Mrs. Thomas will Be known 10 many of you, having senved e school a5
sonicr leaders for a number of years, and we. as govemnors, have every confidence that they will
continue 1o kead the college, uphalding its dstinctive Catholic ehos and high standards, in the
maanner that you a5 parents and our $1aff and students would expect, ensuring minimal
disrupbion 1or thiy college Community

We are sune that you, the parent community, will show loyaity and support for our new school
leaders, which has charactensed your approach 1o their pradecessor, which i S0 necessany 10
the successiul education of your $0ns and daughters, and which mimors e loyalty that Mrs
Costelio has hersell shown the coliege over the past yeans

I e i iy UiSSion, Pl 0 Mol hesRale 10 Contact mi via the $choo

WoUrs sncenely

Mrs_ A M Hution
Chair of Govemons

WISHING EVERY NOTRE DAME FAMILY A PEACEFUL

WEEKEND.

Yours faithfully

MRS COSTELLO
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https://www.notredameliverpool.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Letter-to-parents-re.-AMC-retirement-Feb-2024.pdf
https://www.notredameliverpool.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Letter-to-parents-re.-AMC-retirement-Feb-2024.pdf
https://www.notredameliverpool.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Letter-to-parents-re.-AMC-retirement-Feb-2024.pdf
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Congratulations to our Values Stars!
Congratulations to all our Year Group Values Stars!

Year 7
Jacob G

Year 7 Year 7

Archie A Laura K

Year 8
Otis C

Maisie WH
Maya C

Year 8 Year 8
Sophia B Joud A

Kail N Riley D
Charlie C Cadence M

Year 9
Ellie G

Year 9 Year 9
Abigail T Esme Jane M

Year 10
TBA

Year 10 Year 10
TBA TBA

Year 11
CENSYA

Year 11 Year 11
Arafah O Ryan H

Super Stars! Year 7 - TBA

Well done to the Year 8 - 8 Francoise

following students with
the highest number of

positive points in their Year 10 - TBA
Year Group this week!

Year 9 - Caitleen C

Year 11 - TBA
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Elevate - Year 11 Revision Session OPENING

We look forward to welcoming Elevate Education MIN Ds
back to Notre Dame on Monday 5th February to work

with our Year 11 students on their exam and revision

technique! The sessions are designed to help our

Year 1l students focus on their future and prepare for _
their GCSE exams, that are fast-approaching! EEstiieal YOUR FUTURE

elevate’

education

Elevate Education have worked with over 700 Senior
Schooals to deliver their study skills workshops to
support young people with their examination
preparation and effective revision techniques.

717 17 7y

Running the Railways!

RIUINININ|GRTIHIEJRIATLWIAY|S

06:00 Hunts Cross

Calling at:
all northern line stations

Final stop: Kirkdale

Our Chair of Governors and one of our own, NDCC Computing Teachers, will be participating
in a very special upcoming charity challenge this month. The event has been organised by
Alex Rigby, 32 from Bootle, who works for domestic abuse charity Centre 56. Alex is hoping to
run around 56 miles to 37 stations on Merseyrail's Northern Line on Saturday 10 February and
has invited people from other local businesses such as the Rotunda, and organisations
including Notre Dame, to take part in sections of the challenge.

In recent local news interviews, Alex said, "There's been a lot of support from all around the
city, which is great. Around £7,000 has already been raised towards a target of £20,000. If
we can raise anything around that it will be unbelievable.”
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He added, “The charity has a nursery for children who have suffered domestic abuse
and also runs a food pantry and after-school club for the local area. It's an amazing
place, providing support for people who need it the most. The charity has been going
for 50 years but this run is also important to raise awareness of it, so people know we
are here to help."

and for anyone who would like to show support for our Governor/member of staff,
they can do so via the link below. GOOD LUCK!

https://centre56.enthuse.com/pf/rotundacommunityhub

In last week’s newsletter, we shared a reminder of Notre Dame’s work with Merseyside Police
in Operation Encompass to support students who may or have been affected by domestic
violence. Further details can be found on page 7.

Sacrament of Confirmation SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

FOR YOUNGC PEOPLE IN YEAR 8

If you are in Year 8 and above and would like to receive
the Sacrament of Confirmation you can now regjister at

Confirmation is a sacrament through which we receive
the Holy Spirit to make us stronger and more perfect
Christians and true witnesses of Jesus Christ

The preparation for the sacrament will begin in school
with an introduction to the sacrament from Animate, the
archdiocesan youth ministry team.

) ) ‘ REGISTER AT
Alternatively your child may be asked to watch four short WWW LIVERPOOLCALLED.CO.UK

Registration Open:

For more details speak to Miss Wall or your RE teacher. 15 Jan to15 March

) ¥ Liverpool
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http://www.liverpoolcalled.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/user/AnimateYouth
https://www.itv.com/news/granada/2024-01-25/fundraiser-says-pastries-and-chocolate-will-help-fuel-rail-running-challenge
https://www.itv.com/news/granada/2024-01-25/fundraiser-says-pastries-and-chocolate-will-help-fuel-rail-running-challenge
https://centre56.enthuse.com/pf/rotundacommunityhub
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Safeguarding Message: Operation Encompass

Notre Dame Catholic College works with the police in Operation Encompass. Further information
can be found . This means that when there is an incident of domestic abuse in the family
home the police share the information with a key adult in school.

This information allows school staff to offer immediate support to any pupils who have experienced
or witnessed domestic abuse.

Children are negatively impacted by experiencing domestic abuse and without early
intervention and support this negative impact can last through a child’s life course.

Domestic abuse can impact upon social, psychological, physical, emotional and behavioural
outcomes with an often negative impact upon a child’s academic success. Experiencing
domestic abuse has been identified as an Adverse Childhood Experience. More information
can be found on our

Statutory definition of domestic abuse

There is now a statutory definition of domestic abuse covered in
the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, Behaviour of a person towards

another person is “domestic abuse” in the f{]”nwing] circumstance:

The two people are each aged 16 or over and are personally

connected to each other, and the behaviour is abusive.
Behaviour is “abusive” if it consists of any of the following:

a) physical or sexval abuse;

b) wiolent or threatening behaviour;

c) controlling or coercive behaviour;

d) economic abuse;

e) psychological, emotional or other abuse;

Domestic abuse and children

In the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, children are now
recognised as vichms of domeshic abuse in their own right.
A child is regarded as a vicim of domestic abuse in the

following circumstances:

+ Where a child sees or hears the abuse

* Experiences the effects of domestic abuse.,

* |5 related to the person lJt—lil'gJ abused or the perpeltrator.

This 15 a fremendous move forward in the Mjf(-guurding of
children who experience domestic abuse but also has

implications for all professionals who wark with children.

Domestic Abuse Act 2021 definitions

In detail, any reference in the Act fo a vichim of domestic abuse,
includes a reference to a child in any of the following situations:

a) sees or hears, or expenences the effects of, the abuse, and
k) is related o either the adult vichim or the perpetrator.
A child is related to the adult vichim or the perpetrator if:

al the person s a parant -:._'.F. ar has F}(:rlj-l‘\h|| r|j-:,_;j\-:j|||:_-,§|:)i[i|:,' [-'_)r_ the
child, or

b) the child and the person are relatives.
In this sechon:
“child” means o person under the age of 18 yeors;

“parental responsibility” has the same meaning as in the Children
Act 1989,

“relative” has the meaning given by section 63(1) of the
Family Law Act 1996,
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https://www.operationencompass.org/what-we-do#:~:text=Operation%20Encompass%20is%20a%20police,to%20children%20experiencing%20domestic%20abuse.
https://padlet.com/ebrennan39/safeguarding-information-gjj84gdob9f2q824
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If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

IMPORTANT CONTACTS

If you currently need support for your mental health or
well being these are some of the organisations who are
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK
03444775774 (Helpline)
075374160905 (Text)

Childline
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline)

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another)
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text)

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s)
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX)

Young Minds
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline)
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM)

Young Stonewall Information & support for young people
who identify as LGBTQ
0800 050 2020

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk
116 123 (Call)

Bullybusters
0800 169 6928
Please refer to the school website for further contact

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON
SOCIAL MEDIA - A GUIDE

Visit this guide here.
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If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

CRISIS DROP-IN'S

Across 3 Community Hubs

Sow mrbuite pad seiel meda for e

Wi can support you ifwough times of crisis
« ETRUGELING WITH YOUR WINTAL HLALTH?
= YOU G TOUR GHILE ARK BH A ERIRIST
= FRELENG LOWILY & [8OLATIDY
« WD A LESTENTE LART
* WUED A BAFE BPACK?
b T

.org. rvi w -on-calendar

Childline - www.childline.org.uk

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or coughing
into the phone. This will enable police to respond
Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr helpline) Men’s
Advice Line 0808 801 0327 Worst Kept Secret Helpline

Merseyside

The Safeguarding

Team Acting Headteacher - Mrs AM Costello

Acting Deputy Headteacher [ Designated

Safeguarding Lead - Mrs E Brennan

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mrs J Littleboy - Director of Safeguarding Services
Mr A McVerry - Leadership - SENCO

PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer

Mrs P Shrimpton - Attendance Officer

Mrs K Sweeney - Special Educational Needs

Mrs S McKay - Assistant Office Manager

Mrs E Garvey Y7, Miss C Lee Y8, Ms R Glorman Y9,
Mrs S Doran Y10, Mrs S Styles Y11, Mrs J Kildare Sixth
Form - Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
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http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media

