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This week, six of our Sixth Form students had an incredible
opportunity to visit Namur, Belgium and visit the first house of the
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, and our school foundress, St Julie. 

A special trip - Namur Belgium

FRI 9TH FEB
2024

The trip  gave the students an opportunity to see first-hand the
history of our school and the founding Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur and we’re delighted to hear they found the trip both
inspiring and joyous. Our students shared their thoughts on the
experience with us on pages 5-6.
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Year 11 and Year 13 Mock Exams
Our Year 11 and 13 students will receive their Mock Exam timetables this week, alongside their personal
timetable for the summer examinations. Receiving these timetables reminds us that the examinations are
fast-approaching and I would like to take this opportunity to encourage all students to ensure they are
revising all subjects and addressing any areas of concern with their subject teachers now.

Early and regular revision is key to success in the summer examination period as it helps the knowledge
move into the long-term memory and be retained. We have available some revision sessions over the half-
term break and after-school following the half term break (details will be sent via the post) and in addition
we have all the online revision packages that students can use to further support their revision. Teachers
will also provide revision for students on class charts.

Tassomi
BBC Bitesize 
Mathswatch

For the sessions in the half-term break, students do not need to wear school uniform and will sign in and
out at the front reception. Students will be allowed to leave the premises during the lunch break but must
sign in and out. Following the mock examinations, a report will be sent home with the grades achieved to
show where students are at currently and to highlight where revision should be focussed in the final run up
to the examinations.

Students and parents can still visit the BBC Bitesize Top Revision Tips website page, which can be
accessed by scanning or clicking on the QR code above. We also encourage the regular use of
Tassomai, Mathswatch and Class Charts to contact teachers for support. Mock Exam timetables can
be found on pages 7-8.

AP1 Reports for Year 7, 8 and 9
This week, we have also sent reports home for students in Years 7, 8 and 9 following their recent
Assessment Point 1 (AP1) examinations. The results show the percentage they achieved in the
assessment, along with the year group average in each subject. This percentage will allow you to see
how they are performing compared to their peers in school, and how much they have been able to
retain of the curriculum that has been taught to them since September. We would expect students,
who are working at the expected level for their year group, to be achieving a minimum of 60% in their
assessments. 

The report also shows a summary of their behaviour, attitude and effort in class. The next
assessment point will take place in June. Should you wish to discuss any aspect of this assessment
please get in touch with your son or daughter’s Head of Year.

Focus onFocus on  YOUR FUTUREYOUR FUTURE

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw8qpbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw8qpbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw8qpbk
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WISHING EVERY NOTRE DAME FAMILY A PEACEFUL
HALF TERM BREAK.

MRS COSTELLO
Yours faithfully

Goodbye from me
Finally, I’d like to finish my final newsletter as Acting Headteacher of Notre Dame Catholic
College by giving my thanks to all of the students, parents and staff for their kind messages
and wishes throughout my final week. I have been overwhelmed by the generosity and
kindness shown to me.

When I started at Notre Dame 34 years ago, I could never have envisaged what a huge and
significant part of my life Notre Dame would become. I think that tells you about how
special this school and community is. I feel blessed that I can look back on my career with
such fond memories of the children I have taught and the staff I have worked with. I have
enjoyed nothing more than welcoming the children of former students to school and
knowing that as parents they are now trusting their children to our care. It has been a
privilege to be part of Notre Dame’s rich history and welcome students into a community
which they feel they can belong to for life.  

I wish you all the very best for the future.

Half Term and Back to School
School will finish today for 1 week for the half term break. We will welcome students back to school on
Monday 19th February at the usual time of 8.45am. Students will be expected to arrive back to school in full
school uniform, fully equipped for the term ahead. You can view our full uniform guidance here.

https://www.notredameliverpool.com/uniform/
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Congratulations to all our Year Group Values Stars!  
Congratulations to our Values Stars!

Benjamin B
Jacob G

Hanna M

Year 7

TBA
Year 8

Ellie G
Year 9

Year 10

Elizabeth VC
Pia L

Tillie AC

Year 7

TBA
Year 8

Lexi J
Year 9

Year 10

Year 7

TBA
Year 8

Jason WD
Year 9

Year 10

Mia Rose S
Year 9

TBA
Year 8

Elizabeth VC
Florence OH

Cairo S

Year 7
Jessica M
Roman M
Laura K

Year 10

Year 11 Year 11 Year 11 Year 11

TBA TBA TBA TBA

Millie O’R Alfie L Aaron BT Shea D



Student Voice: Sixth Form Namur Trip

In the afternoon we came together to take a walk up the
Citadel to try and attempt to reach the top. We then
finished off the evening with a meal and a lot of laughter
about a certain Jane Eyre musical. Day two allowed us to
follow the story of Julie and Francoise closely as Sister
Jennifer guided us around the heritage centre, having
the chance to see actual relics that belonged to Julie
and Francoise was very fascinating and the experience
was incredibly enriching and fulfilling, the tour around the
centre was followed by a tour around the first house
which was an incredibly surreal and emotional
experience as we got to see where our own education
began. The second day continued with a lot of shopping
and a lovely evening meal, by the time we departed on
Wednesday we were incredibly tired but also extremely
fulfilled and joyous at the experience, exactly what St Julie
would have wanted us to feel.  
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General experience:
Notre Dame is an institution with a deep history, one that exceeds
the barriers of Liverpool. The 1804 trip to Namur allowed us to
insert ourselves into this history.

OPENING
MINDS

We were lucky enough to walk the same paths that our patron Saint, Julie, did. Upon arrival we settled into
our accommodation quickly and comfortably, we were lucky enough to stay in a Convent surrounded by
Sisters of Notre Dame who provided us with nothing but great warmth and hospitality and Sister Jennifer,
showed us around the Convent. Sister then gave us a tour of Namur, where we made a quick stop at the
First House (Where Julie and Francoise had originally set up their first school), visited the Cathedral and
saw the different sights Namur had to offer. In the afternoon we came together to take a walk up the
Citadel to try and attempt to reach the top. We then finished off the evening with a meal and a lot of
laughter about a certain Jane Eyre musical.

Personal experience:

“Namur was an experience I will never
forget; we have truly made memories that

will last forever. From having mass
altogether, visiting the heritage centre to

(almost) walking up the citadel-every
moment was so special with our little 1804
family. My favourite moment was visiting

the First House as it was so surreal to be
standing where St Julie herself was stood
and it was beyond inspiring. Our meal on
the last night all together was also one to
be mentioned where there was nothing

but laughter, I am so grateful to have had
this experience. “

Rhiannon 



“Namur for me was a time of immense joy,
there was nothing but laughter for three
days. It also offered time for reflection as

we had moments to not just reflect on the
history of our School but also how we have
been personally impacted by St Julie and
her actions. The days we spent together in

Namur will be ones hard to forget. I just
want to say a huge thank you to the sisters
in Namur for being so kind and welcoming

and to the members of staff who
accompanied us for being such wonderful

company, and finally to my friends who
made the trip so joyful, funny and an all-

around amazing experience.”
Bonnie-May 
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OPENING
HEARTS
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Year 11 Mock Timetable

If you do not do a subject then you will be in your normal timetabled lesson. All Yr 11 students are to be sat
in forms in the lower canteen at 8.45am for AM registration. All Yr 11 students are to be sat in lesson 4
groups in the lower canteen at 1pm for PM registration. (12.45pm on Fridays). Students must have at least
2 black pens with them. Students will not be allowed to go to the toilet during an exam unless they have a
toilet pass. If you have a toilet pass, you must have the physical pass with them so the invigilators know
that they are allowed. They will only be allowed to use their toilet pass once during an exam. Students
may have water only in the exam, bottles need to be clear amd have any labels removed. Students are
not allowed to take in coats, scarves, phones, earpods or watches.
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Year 13 Mock Timetable

If you do not do a subject then you will be in your normal timetabled lesson. Yr 13 exams will take place in
the sports hall unless stated otherwise. All Yr 13 students are to be sat in the lower canteen with Mrs Kildare
5 minutes before the stated start time of the exam. (Or outside the stated room 5 mins before the start of
the exam). Students must have at least 2 black pens with them. Students will not be allowed to go to the
toilet during an exam unless they have a toilet pass. If you have a toilet pass, you must have the physical
pass with them so the invigilators know that they are allowed. They will only be allowed to use their toilet
pass once during an exam. Students may have water only in the exam, bottles need to be clear 
and have any labels removed. Students are not allowed to take in coats, scarves, 
phones, earpods or watches. 



Focus onFocus on  YOUR FUTUREYOUR FUTURE

Elevate - Year 11 Revision Session
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This week, we welcomed Elevate back to Notre Dame
to work with our Year 11 students on their exam and
revision technique! The sessions were designed to
help our Year 11 students focus on their future and
prepare for their GCSE exams, that are fast-
approaching!

Elevate Education delivered their study skills
workshops to support our students with their
examination preparation and effective revision
techniques. Thank you!

OPENING
MINDS

Aims for Schools: Your Voice Matters
We were delighted to welcome AIMS for Schools (formerley Bully
Busters)  to celebrate Children’s Mental Health Week to speak with
our Year 7 and 8 students in an assembly discussing the impact of
bullying & cyberbullying. Our students were really engaged in the
session and asked some really insightful questions of Sherrell and
Natalie.

They also shared  their top tips for our students about staying safe
online as well as details of where young people can seek support in
school if they feel unsafe or are struggling

NCS Opportunities - Post-16
Our Year 11 students also attended an assembly this week from Dylan to
share the opportunities available to them through the NCS programme
in the summer following their GCSE examinations.

The various activities students can complete through the NCS
programme can help enrich students lives, experiences and CV’s by
opening doors to new opportunities!

Find out more here: https://wearencs.com/what-is-ncs
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Saying Farewell to Mrs Costello
After an incredible 34 years service for Notre Dame Catholic College, our students staff, Governors and
whole community paid tribute to Mrs Costello, Acting Headteacher, as she officially retired  on Friday 9th
February 2024. Staff paid tribute to Mrs Costello during a special Mass which took place on the afternoon
of our Feast Day celebrations and in an emotional display, students lined the corridors of the school on
her final day to applaud Mrs Costello and say thank you.

Our Head Students delivered heart-warming words of gratitude for Mrs Costello across the school tannoy
system before presenting Mrs Costello with gifts including a memory book containing hundreds of well-
wishes and words of thanks from both staff and students (some former students’ messages even made
it in there!)

We would like to thank Mrs Costello for her dedication and service to Notre Dame and wish her all the very
best for the future and a very happy retirement. 

You can watch this moment on our X (formerly known as Twitter), feed here.

https://twitter.com/NDEvertonValley/status/1755980964130361398


Sixth Form Mentor Appointments
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This week, all Sixth Form students received an appointment date and time
to discuss their AP1 assessment with their form tutor and mentor for after
the half term break. All other Sixth Form Students should arrive to school for
9:15am promptly and register with Mrs Kildare if they do not have their
appointment that day.

Year 9 Health Questionnaires
After the half term break, all students in Year 9 will have the opportunity to participate in a Health
Questionnaire from The School Health Team. This will be completed during an IT session.  The
questionnaire will be for pupils to complete about themselves on a range of health & wellbeing topics. 
The questionnaire will be confidential and completed electronically.

If you wish to review the questionnaire, please click on the appropriate school Year link below:

Year 9  https://www.merseycare.nhs.uk/our-services/liverpool/school-health-service 

Should you wish to contact you School Health Team at any time please follow the link above   and
select ‘location of School Health Team’ link where all the schools are listed with the current contact
number. This will get you to the School Health Teams office.Our service hours are 08.30 – 17.00.

Family vouchers and Half Term
Programmes
All family vouchers to support with the cost of living should be sent this week to Parents/Carers of students
who are in receipt of Free School Meals. They will be received electronically via email.

The February “Eat to Meet 2” Half Term programme starts on the 12th February and there are lots of great
activities happening over the school. Children and young people, from reception to age 16, who are
eligible for benefits related free school meals, will be able to access hundreds of activities throughout the
half term holidays including specific provision available for children with SEND or additional needs, at no
cost.  See the full details over leaf.

https://www.merseycare.nhs.uk/our-services/liverpool/school-health-service
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SAFEGUARDING
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

Acting Headteacher - Mrs AM Costello
The Safeguarding
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or
well being these are some of the organisations who are
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young people
who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or coughing
into the phone. This will enable police to respond
Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr helpline) Men’s
Advice Line 0808 801 0327 Worst Kept Secret Helpline
Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Acting Deputy Headteacher / Designated
Safeguarding Lead - Mrs E Brennan

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mrs J Littleboy - Director of Safeguarding Services
Mr A McVerry - Leadership - SENCO

PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer
Mrs P Shrimpton - Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney -  Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay - Assistant Office Manager
Mrs E Garvey Y7, Miss C Lee Y8, Ms R Glorman Y9,  
Mrs S Doran Y10, Mrs S Styles Y11, Mrs J Kildare Sixth
Form - Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010
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REPORTING AN ISSUE ON
SOCIAL MEDIA - A GUIDE

Visit this guide here.
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http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media

