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This week we have been reflecting on the theme of ‘Sacrifice’  and
discussing the concept of delayed gratification with our students.
Whilst alive, our Patron, St. Julie shared the words: “to do
something good, it must cost something.” Although her words
were spoken over 200 years ago, they are just as relevant for us
today in the 21st century. St. Julie is telling us that, in order to
achieve something, we have to make sacrifices. The cost you pay
now will be outweighed by the benefit you will get.​

Theme of the Week - Lent: Sacrifice

ACTING
HEADTEACHER

We have been asking our students to consider what they can
sacrifice today to benefit others or themselves. Whether that be
sacrificing money or items to donate to charity, or their time
helping a friend with homework - or perhaps more importantly
- a vice to concentrate on their work! By encouraging our
students to give up their time on social media, phones or game
consoles to revise or complete homework, we hope they are
able to see the value of their sacrifice in the future!
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We were honoured to host the St Joseph’s Trust, Holy Week Liturgy video at Notre Dame this week. The
recording for this video took place on Thursday 21st and we were delighted to be joined by the three
other secondary schools in the Trust we will be joining as well as the five primary schools.

Holy Week Liturgy

With that in mind, we would like to share our Year 11 Easter Revision programme which will take place
over the 2-week Easter holiday. We strongly encourage attendance from all Year 11 students to ensure
they maximise their revision and learning opportunities in the final stretch before the exam season
begins next month.
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Behaviour and Culture Update: Lessons

MAKE A STRONG START

Our students supported our school Chaplain, Miss Wall and Miss Hart, on the running of the day as well as
participating within the Liturgy and recordings. The students participating were a credit to the school and
we thank them very much for taking part! The video performance will be shared with each of the schools
within St Joseph’s Trust as well as Notre Dame and will also be shared online for parents/carers, staff
members and governors to view. Watch this space!

We’d like to remind Parents / Carers of the behaviour expectations to ensure a strong start to each lesson. 
• Students moving between lessons in a calm and respectful manner;
• Clear corridors 3 minutes after the lesson bell;
• Students entering classrooms to a ‘Do Now’ task based on recall, which they begin immediately
• Students should use the restroom at the beginning/end of the day, break and lunchtime. Students
should refrain from going to the toilet during lesson time unless they have a medical pass.

We continue to thank parents and carers for their support in ensuring we maintain our high
standards of behaviour in school.

WISHING EVERY NOTRE DAME FAMILY A PEACEFUL
WEEKEND.

MRS BRENNAN
Yours faithfully
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Congratulations to all our Year Group Values Stars!  
Congratulations to our Values Stars!

Simon McG
Year 7

Joseph D
Year 8

Jack M
Year 9

Year 10

Isabella H
Year 7

Ekin A
Year 8

Colin H (CJ)
Year 9

Year 10

Year 7

Francis D
Year 8

Abigail T
Year 9

Year 10

Joseph A
Year 9

Sonny F
Year 8

Amelia S
Year 7

Laura K

Year 10

Year 11 Year 11 Year 11 Year 11

Eduardo L John Paul S John Paul S Michael W

Joe F Alfie F Harley W Violet P

Year 9 - Caitleen C

Super Stars!
Well done to the

following students with
the highest number of
positive points in their
Year Group this week!

Year 8 - Layla B

Year 7 - Amelia S

Year 10 - Berat A

Year 11 - 11F



Chess Champions!
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Six students from Years 7 and 8 attended The Liverpool Chess Conference, held at North Liverpool
Academy this week and saw our students compete against 18 other schools in the area. 

Team members included:
Reegan M (Y7)
Nemash P (Y7)
Jacob P (Y7)
Bubacarr M (Y7)
Brody M (Y8)
Lucas H (Y8)

All the teams we played were made from older pupils (year 9 and 10s) and from well-established sides
and we received complements from the international master Malcolm Pein! Our team managed to
win 2 out of 5 matches - a heroic performance. Well done to all involved and thank you to Mr Brennan
and Miss Sutcliffe for organising!

Liverpool FC Legend Talks Mental Health
Chris Kirkland, former LFC Goalie, visited our Year 10 students this week alongside Katie from the LFC
Foundation to discuss mental health awareness. Chris shared his back story of how he became a
footballer and fulfilled a dream by playing for Liverpool and England. He also shared how an injury led
him to  have battles with addiction and how this negatively impacted his life and own mental health. 

Chris shared how he was able to recover by having a strong support network behind him which
allowed him to talk to someone and stressed the importance of finding someone to talk to when
facing any issues and not carrying the burden alone. He also shared how he now uses his influence
and social media presence to promote positivity and discuss issues surrounding mental health to
inspire and help others. He encouraged our own students to use the platforms in a similar way!



Lent Fundraising - Kettle Parcel
donations required
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We shared in our newsletter last week that for our Lenten Fundraising Activity this year, we will be
supporting The Whitechapel Centre, the leading homelessness charity in Liverpool. We are kindly
requesting donations towards ‘Kettle Parcels’ which each form group will help to prepare for the
Whitechapel Centre.  The Whitechapel Centre makes between 100-150 food parcels each week for
clients who they support across the Liverpool city region. We hope to support them with this by creating
'Kettle Parcels.' These parcels will then be donated to help clients and families who are living in temporary
accommodation. It is hoped that each form class will create their own 'Kettle Parcel.'

What do we need?

Mains
Pot Noodles x 3
Instant Noodles x 2
Sandwich Paste
Corned Beef/Ham
Hot Dogs
Cup-a-Soup (box of)
Cereal
Tinned fish

Snacks
Crisps x 3
Chocolate/Snack bar x 2
Dessert/Pudding
Biscuits (pack of)
Crackers (pack of)

Miscellaneous
Coffee/Tea (brown bag)
Milk
Sugar (brown bag)
Jam (brown bag)

Contact Miss Wall for details!

Please can all ‘Kettle Pack donations be
given to Miss Wall in the Chaplaincy Office

by Tuesday 26th March.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

1 Kettle Pack will consist of:

Geography students - In the field!
Year 11 geography students ventured out into the local area to
complete their fieldwork investigations. 

They were investigating two questions, one human 'How has
the Great Homer Street regeneration increased opportunities
for recreation and entertainment?' and one physical, 'How
have humans impacted the ecosystem at Everton Park?'

They used several pieces of equipment to collect data to prove
their hypothesis. Moving forward, students are getting prepared
to present their data and develop their analysis and evaluation
skills ready for their paper 3 exam on the 14th June.

Well done all!
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Students took part in the Liverpool Everyman
Theatre Diversity Day. Students were introduced to
the life of Frederick Douglas an abolitionist who
actually gave a speech on the site of the Everyman
Theatre. A plaque to honour Douglass will be
unveiled on Saturday 23rd March at 11 am.  

Students also took part in a poetry writing session,
with Claire, a spoken word artist. Staff at the
Everyman were so impressed that they are going to
publish the poems on their website. We look
forward to seeing them published!

History Trip for Diversity Day

We’d like to thank the team from Into University for attending
Notre Dame this week to deliver a workshop to our Year 7
students to introduce the various pathways to Higher Education!
Our students were very engaged throughout the session, asking
lots of questions. Well done all.

Inspiring Year 7
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NDCC Spring Concert
We are delighted to announce our Spring Concert
2024 will take place on Tuesday 26th March 2024,
6pm-8pm.  

Students across all Key Stages will perform a variety
of pieces that they have been working on in
instrumental lessons, extra-curricular activities and
for examination performance coursework to
showcase their incredible musical talents.

Tickets are free and available directly from Miss
Hart. Please contact Miss Hart for further details.

Shrek the Musical - Auditions TBA!

NDCC Spring Concert
Tuesday 26th March 2024, 6pm - 8pm

Thank you to all students who participated in our
auditions for ‘Shrek the Musical’ this week! Mr McHugh
and Miss Hart were extremely impressed with the talent
on display and look forward to announcing the parts over
the coming week. Look out for the announcement to be
posted on the Drama Bulletin board next week!

Easter Bonanza
We very much look forward to welcoming Year 5
students from local primary schools in the area to
our Easter bonanza event at Notre Dame on
Saturday 23rd March 2024. The event which takes
place 8.45am - 12 (noon) will see us engage the
pupils in fun, Easter themed curriculum activities to
give them an insight into secondary school as
they begin to consider their options for ‘big school’!
We look forward to updating you in next week’s
newsletter.

Saturday 23rd March 2024
8.45am - 12pm

Saturday 23rd March 2024
8.45am - 12pm

Year 5Year 5

BONANZABONANZA

NDCCNDCC
EASTEREASTER

Places
FULL!

at Notre Dame Catholic College,
180 Great Homer Street L5 5AF
at Notre Dame Catholic College,
180 Great Homer Street L5 5AF
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Lost Property Notice
We have a number of items at our ‘Lost Property’ station at
our Student Services desk. Could parents / carers please
encourage their child to check the lost property area to
ensure none of their items are there. Any property not
collected by the end of the current term (Thursday 28th
March) will be given to charity.

Please contact a member of the office staff by emailing
ao@notredame.liverpool.sch.uk if you want to enquire
about any items. Thank you.

Allergy Reminder
We have a number of students at school with allergies, including allergies to nuts
that require some students to carry an EpiPen. We ask that parents/carers are
mindful when preparing lunch/snacks of any items with nuts in and have
conversations with their child about ensuring they do not share these with their
peers. Please ensure you inform the school immediately if your child has an
undisclosed allergy to ensure we can provide the correct care and support.
Thank you.

Our Attendance EGGStravagnza Returns!
Our Attendance Team ‘EGGStravaganza’ raffle will return again this year!
ALL students can get involved in the raffle and will be in with a chance of
winning a (very) large Easter Egg - 1 for each year group!

To take part, students will need to visit our student services desk during
break or lunchtime and tell the team their EXACT % Attendance to date.
If they don’t know what this is, they can find out from their Form Tutor.

In return students will receive a FREE raffle ticket which will be entered
into the prize draw. The draw will take place on Thursday 28th March
2024.

The competition will launch next week - Good Luck!

mailto:%20ao@notredame.liverpool.sch.uk
mailto:%20ao@notredame.liverpool.sch.uk


Parents / Carers may find the link below useful to a short booklet and supporting slide pack for parents and
carers covering:

what Prevent is
definitions and key terms
ways to start difficult conversations
signs and indicators that a young person may be susceptible to radicalisation
how to raise concerns about a child or young person who may have been radicalised

Visit: https://www.educateagainsthate.com/resources/parents-and-carers-protecting-your-child-
from-extremism-and-radicalisation-2023/
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Educate against Hate

Following a student voice activity today students requested that their
maximum spending limit be increased from £4 to £5 per day. 

This is the maximum amount a student can spend from their online
account on a daily basis in the school canteen. Increasing the maximum
spend will allow students to purchase items before school, at break and
at lunchtime.

We would like to remind parents/carers and students that breakfast
bagels are free.

Student Finance Update

https://www.educateagainsthate.com/resources/parents-and-carers-protecting-your-child-from-extremism-and-radicalisation-2023/
https://www.educateagainsthate.com/resources/parents-and-carers-protecting-your-child-from-extremism-and-radicalisation-2023/


The Easter HAF programme starts on the 2nd April and there are lots of great activities happening over the
school holidays. Children and young people, from reception to age 16, who are eligible for benefits related
free school meals, will be able to access hundreds of activities throughout the Easter holidays including
specific provision available for children with SEND or additional needs, at no cost. 

There’s a great range of activities across the city including Easter Egg hunts, Easter parties, bubble football,
nerf wars, mindfulness, swimming, football, music, dance, cycling, gymnastics, theatre tech, cooking,
discos, podcasting, arts and crafts, drama, basketball, trips out and nature walks! A meal will be provided
for every child attending.

From Monday 11th March you can find out where your nearest scheme by clicking on this link
https://merseyplay.com/easter-haf-holiday-activities-food/ or go to https://www.merseyplay.com
and click on the Easter HAF activities link.

When you have chosen the activity/scheme you will need to contact that organisation to book a place.
Each organisation will have either a telephone number, email address or online booking system. 

If your child has any additional needs or dietary requirements then please discuss their needs with the
organisation when booking. There is no central booking system so please read the details of the
programmes on the website and contact the providers directly.

If you want to know how to register or how to check if your child is eligible for free school meals then
please click on the link https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
You will need your national insurance number or an asylum seekers support number.
If you are struggling with the cost of living then please click: https://www.liverpool.gov.uk/cost-of-
living/
If you’re more than 10 weeks pregnant or have a child under 4, you may be entitled to get help to buy
healthy food and milk. Click on the link to find out how to register https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/

Liverpool City Council is working with Mersey Play Action Council, the local schools, voluntary and
community organisations, and childcare providers to deliver the Easter HAF programme. This programme
is funded by the Department for Education.

The Family Information and SEND Directory also provides a wealth of useful information and support for
families - FISD.
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Easter HAF Programme

https://merseyplay.com/easter-haf-holiday-activities-food/
https://www.merseyplay.com/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.liverpool.gov.uk/cost-of-living/
https://www.liverpool.gov.uk/cost-of-living/
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
https://fisd.liverpool.gov.uk/kb5/liverpool/fsd/home.page
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SAFEGUARDING
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

Acting Headteacher - Mrs E Brennan
& Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or
well being these are some of the organisations who are
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young people
who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or coughing
into the phone. This will enable police to respond
Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr helpline) Men’s
Advice Line 0808 801 0327 Worst Kept Secret Helpline
Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead - Mrs E Brennan
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mrs J Littleboy - Director of Safeguarding Services
Mr A McVerry - Leadership - SENCO

PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer
Mrs P Shrimpton - Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney -  Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay - Assistant Office Manager
Mrs E Garvey Y7, Miss C Lee Y8, Ms R Glorman Y9,  
Mrs S Doran Y10, Mrs S Styles Y11, Mrs J Kildare Sixth
Form - Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

13

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON
SOCIAL MEDIA - A GUIDE

Visit this guide here.
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http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media

