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Holy Week has been marked for over 2000 years. It is the name
given to the week leading up to Jesus’ death on the cross on
Good Friday. Each morning this week, we have spent time with
our students reflecting on key events which took place during
this week and their significance.

Theme of the Week - ‘Holy Week‘

ACTING
HEADTEACHER

Our 1804 students in Sixth Form and members of our choir also
held our Holy Week Liturgies for students in Years 7-11 today
and we were thrilled to share the St Joseph’s CMAT online liturgy
with parents this week, after we hosted the filming at Notre
Dame last week. We would like to invite you all to join us in
prayer and watch this here!

https://sjcmat.co.uk/holy-week/
https://sjcmat.co.uk/holy-week/
https://sjcmat.co.uk/holy-week/
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We would like to remind Year 11 students and parents that school will be open for our Year 11 Easter
Revision programme which will take place over the 2-week Easter holiday. We strongly encourage
attendance from all Year 11 students to ensure they maximise their revision and learning
opportunities in the final stretch before the exam season begins next month.

Year 11 Easter Revision Programme

Lunchtime changes commencing in April

Please note, in the transition period, Year 7 and Year 8 will have an extended
lunchbreak and will therefore leave their lesson 10 minutes early at the beginning
of lunch. Break time will remain the same at 11.15 - 11.30am (Mon-Thurs) and
11.00 - 11.15am (Fri). 

We would like to make you aware that after the Easter break, we will be adjusting
the school day to allow for one lunchtime for all year groups.

Lunch will be at the following times for all year groups: 
1.30pm - 2.00pm on Monday - Thursday
1.15pm - 1.45pm on Friday 



MAKE A STRONG START

UNIFORM
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Uniform plays a key part in: 
providing a sense of community, identity and pride for our pupils; 
enabling a level playing field; there are no distractions around clothing and appearances
alleviating inequality so that no students are under pressure to be wearing the latest brands

These aims are very much aligned with Notre Dame’s values and ethos. 

To help parents and pupils, we have created a visual guide to the type of footwear and coats which will be
permitted, along with the expectations for trouser and skirt uniforms, and piercings. We do not want
anyone to incur unnecessary costs, so would again urge you to follow the guidance carefully, specifically in
relation to footwear. All students should now be in school shoes and any type of trainer will no
longer be permitted, even if polishable. 

Behaviour and Culture Update: Uniform and Footwear
We know Easter is a popular time for parents to refresh their child’s wardrobe and purchase new clothes
and footwear. We would like to remind you that our uniform expectations are available to view on our
website here: https://notredameliverpool.com/uniform/ and students will be expected to arrive back
to us after the Easter break in their full uniform, ready to learn. This includes the appropriate footwear.

https://notredameliverpool.com/uniform/


Page 

NOTRE DAME
CATHOLIC
COLLEGE

04

FRI 29TH MARCH
2024

If you need support in an appropriate shoe type for your child’s feet
please see the link below for your local podiatry service and advice.

https://www.merseycare.nhs.uk/our-
services/liverpool/podiatry-service-liverpool 

If you are unsure at all please contact the school and we can work
together to clarify any questions you have or let you know if shoe
purchases are suitable before the students wear any of the items.

Once again, we appreciate your support in setting and maintaining
these standards.

Singing into Spring!
This week, our music and performing arts department hosted our annual Notre Dame Spring Concert.
We were blown away by the incredible performances our students delivered - both instrumental and
vocal! Students across all Key Stages showcased what they have been working on throughout the year
so far in lessons, enrichment clubs and for their upcoming assessments. We’d like to say a huge well
done to all who performed, you displayed incredible talent and confidence! Thank you too to Miss Hart
and Mr McHugh for their hard work organising the show and preparing our students.

Look out for snippets of our students performances on our social media pages over the next few
weeks! @NDEvertonValley / @ndcc_liverpool

https://www.merseycare.nhs.uk/our-services/liverpool/podiatry-service-liverpool
https://www.merseycare.nhs.uk/our-services/liverpool/podiatry-service-liverpool
https://twitter.com/NDEvertonValley
https://www.instagram.com/ndcc_liverpool/
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WISHING EVERY NOTRE DAME FAMILY A PEACEFUL
EASTER BREAK.

MRS THOMAS
Yours faithfully

Back to school reminder

We would like to wish all our parents and families a wonderful Easter break. Students will return to
school on Monday 15th April at the usual start time of 8.45am. To help us work together and support
your child as much as possible, we will be asking parents to complete a short form at the end of the
Easter break to update us on your child’s welfare, if you feel there is something that may be troubling
them before they return. The information will be shared with with members of the pastoral team /
safeguarding team.

You can access this form here, however, it will be sent directly to all parents / carers on Parent App
towards the end of the Easter break. We look forward to welcoming students back, happy, well rested
and ready to learn!

Monday 15th April 2024, 8.45am
We look forward to welcoming students back following the Easter break!

https://forms.office.com/e/5cUciEVuaJ
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Congratulations to all our Year Group Values Stars!  
Congratulations to our Values Stars!

Our top Value Stars of the term, those students who have consistently been awarded points for our core
values of Charity, Courtesy, Confidence and Courage, were invited to attend a special Headteacher’s
breakfast with Mrs Thomas and Mrs Brett this week.

It was wonderful to recognise the efforts made by students in each year group to create a ppositive
learning environment for themselves and their peers. As a result, our Director of Behaviour, Mrs Serrels,
also awarded each student an Easter egg! Well done all!

We’d also like to congratulate our Attendance prize
winners this term! Students were tasked by our
attendance team to find out what their exact
percentage attendance was for the year so far. They
then had to tell this to our attendance team in
exchange for a free raffle ticket. Winners were drawn in
each year group and we’d like to congratulate:

Nemash (Y7)
Joseph (Y8)
Mia (Y9)
Sonny (Y10)
Violet (Y11)

Our Attendance Officer, Paula, also awarded a prize to
the form teacher who had the most students in their
form class participate. Well done to Miss Cummings
and her form group 7 Patricia!

Easter EGGS-travaganza champions!



THANK YOU - Notre Dame Community
Generosity shines once again!
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We would like to say a huge thank you to all the students, parents and carers in our community for
their support this half term towards our charitable activities. 

Our Lenten fundraising activity this year was to produce kettle packs for the Whitechapel Centre, the
leading homeless charity in Liverpool. We were blown away by the amount of items we received and
the generosity our community showed once again for those in need. Your support will make a huge
difference to those struggling in our city. The Whitechapel Centre also extended heartfelt thanks for all
they received to support their vital work.

Our Year 11 students also held a charity bake
sale for a student currently undergoing Cancer
treatment within our community. Thanks to
student and parent donations and the support
shown across the cake sale and raffle from
students and staff, they raised a whopping
£847 for our student and for Cancer Research
UK!

We would also like to congratulate Miss Nicol
who won the raffle and the prize of a whopping
chocolate hamper! Well done!

Student Council plan school
improvements!
Our student council met with Andrew Truby, CEO of St Joseph’s
Catholic Multi Academy Trust, this week to discuss ideas for
improving the outdoor area in school. 

Notre Dame is currently in the process of joining the
academy and as a result will receive grant monies to
utilise improvements to the outdoor area of the school site.
Mr Truby wanted our students views on what they think
would work well for our student body and had a very
insightful meeting with our council.
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Happy World Poetry Day!
To mark 'World Poetry Day' this month,  students
studied 'How Do I Love Thee?' by Elizabeth Barrett
Browning in their English lessons. Students
discussed the theme of 'love' and its unconditional
nature before annotating the poem in detail.

As well as this, the English department has
started its search for Notre Dame's new Poet
Laureate. The post will require the successful
student to craft pieces of poetry for special events
in the college calendar such as Feast Day and
Christmas. 

To audition for the role of Poet Laureate, all
students had to write a poem focused on the
theme of 'spring' and submit it to their English
teacher before the end of term. Our poet laureate
will be announced after the Easter Break - good
luck!

It was a wonderful opportunity for our students to
share their views and have their voices heard to
collaborate with school leadership to make
improvements and dvelopments to our learning
einvironment. We look forward to hearing more
over the coming months as there are
developments!

How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.

I love thee to the depth and breadth and
height

My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight

For the ends of being and ideal grace.

I love thee to the level of every day’s

Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.

I love thee freely, as men strive for right.

I love thee purely, as they turn from praise.

I love thee with the passion put to use

In my old griefs, and with my childhood’s faith.

I love thee with a love I seemed to lose

With my lost saints. I love thee with the breath,

Smiles, tears, of all my life; and, if God choose,

I shall but love thee better after death.

 'How Do I Love Thee?' 
by Elizabeth Barrett Browning

Testing Wind Speed in Geography!
Year 7 Geography students had fun testing wind
speed and temperature in their geography
lesson this week, using the Anemometer and
thermometers around our school site to test their
hypothesis’!
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Support Vouchers update
Unfortunately, vouchers to support families in receipt of Free School Meals were not
available to distribute before we finished for the Easter break. We are hopeful to send
these out during the holidays, however, this is not guaranteed. Vouchers will be sent via
email in the usual manner and we are working to get these out as soon as it is possible. 

National School Breakfast
Programme
The National School Breakfast Programme (NSBP) is funded by the Department
for Education and delivered by Family Action to support schools in England to
provide children with a healthy breakfast at the start of the school day.

Family Action is committed to supporting child development, and we believe a
healthy school breakfast, without barrier or stigma, can set up children to
succeed and give them the very best chance to learn.

We are delighted that this programme has been extended for another year
which means we can continue to provide free breakfast items to students at
achool. These items are available in our Breakfast Club from 8am for all
students and include bagels and cereals.

Year 5 Easter Bonanza
We had the pleasure of hosting our Year 5 Easter Bonanza this
half term, where we welcomed Year 5 students from our
partner primary schools to our school for a morning of 
Easter-themed subject activities! 

Our visitors had the opportunity to participate in English,
History, Spanish and Cooking - making the most delicious
Easter Cookies! And even had the opportunity to take part in
our Year 5 Chess Tournament with Mr Brennan.

I had the honour of awarding prizes to our star pupils of the
morning, Mia from St Johns, Maggie from Trinity and Robert
from Faith Primary! Mr Brennan also announced Hallie from
Trinity as our Chess Champion and each were awarded an
Easter Egg for their efforts. Well done all! We hope to see you
next year at our Year 6 Super Saturday events!



The Easter HAF programme starts on the 2nd April and there are lots of great activities happening over the
school holidays. Children and young people, from reception to age 16, who are eligible for benefits related
free school meals, will be able to access hundreds of activities throughout the Easter holidays including
specific provision available for children with SEND or additional needs, at no cost. 

There’s a great range of activities across the city including Easter Egg hunts, Easter parties, bubble football,
nerf wars, mindfulness, swimming, football, music, dance, cycling, gymnastics, theatre tech, cooking,
discos, podcasting, arts and crafts, drama, basketball, trips out and nature walks! A meal will be provided
for every child attending.

From Monday 11th March you can find out where your nearest scheme by clicking on this link
https://merseyplay.com/easter-haf-holiday-activities-food/ or go to https://www.merseyplay.com
and click on the Easter HAF activities link.

When you have chosen the activity/scheme you will need to contact that organisation to book a place.
Each organisation will have either a telephone number, email address or online booking system. 

If your child has any additional needs or dietary requirements then please discuss their needs with the
organisation when booking. There is no central booking system so please read the details of the
programmes on the website and contact the providers directly.

If you want to know how to register or how to check if your child is eligible for free school meals then
please click on the link https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
You will need your national insurance number or an asylum seekers support number.
If you are struggling with the cost of living then please click: https://www.liverpool.gov.uk/cost-of-
living/
If you’re more than 10 weeks pregnant or have a child under 4, you may be entitled to get help to buy
healthy food and milk. Click on the link to find out how to register https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/

Liverpool City Council is working with Mersey Play Action Council, the local schools, voluntary and
community organisations, and childcare providers to deliver the Easter HAF programme. This programme
is funded by the Department for Education.

The Family Information and SEND Directory also provides a wealth of useful information and support for
families - FISD.
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Easter HAF Programme

https://merseyplay.com/easter-haf-holiday-activities-food/
https://www.merseyplay.com/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.liverpool.gov.uk/cost-of-living/
https://www.liverpool.gov.uk/cost-of-living/
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
https://fisd.liverpool.gov.uk/kb5/liverpool/fsd/home.page
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Iconic CIC HAF Camp

All sessions will take place in the Waterfront North ward, just down the road from Bank Hall station.
Young people are welcome to attend from across North Liverpool.

The sessions offer creative activities for young people this Easter. Activities are centred around
fashion, sewing, upcycling clothes and special effects make-up. 

If you know of any children who may be interested in attending, please direct them to Gemma at
iconic.cic.management@gmail.com. Places are limited.

Positive Futures Easter
Break Activities

Positive Futures has a number of trips and
activities taking place this Easter for students to
sign up to. Find out more here.

mailto:iconic.cic.management@gmail.com
https://www.positivefutures.org.uk/activity-type/half-term/
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SAFEGUARDING
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

Acting Headteacher - Mrs E Brennan
& Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or
well being these are some of the organisations who are
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young people
who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or coughing
into the phone. This will enable police to respond
Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr helpline) Men’s
Advice Line 0808 801 0327 Worst Kept Secret Helpline
Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead - Mrs E Brennan
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mrs J Littleboy - Director of Safeguarding Services
Mr A McVerry - Leadership - SENCO

PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer
Mrs P Shrimpton - Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney -  Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay - Assistant Office Manager
Mrs E Garvey Y7, Miss C Lee Y8, Ms R Glorman Y9,  
Mrs S Doran Y10, Mrs S Styles Y11, Mrs J Kildare Sixth
Form - Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010
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REPORTING AN ISSUE ON
SOCIAL MEDIA - A GUIDE

Visit this guide here.

FRI 29TH MARCH
2024

http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media

