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As you may be aware, this week we welcomed inspectors from
the Catholic Schools Inspectorate on Thursday 25th and Friday
26th April 2024 to report to and advise the bishop on the
quality of the Catholic life and mission of the school, of religious
education and of collective worship.

ACTING
HEADTEACHER

At Notre Dame, we strive to live out the charism of St Julie and
the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur by fulfilling our mission to
open hearts to God’s love, open minds to new knowledge and
open doors to opportunities for our students. We pride ourselves
on the sense of community that we share with our students,
their families and our staff. We work to instill our four core values
of Charity, Courtesy, Confidence and Courage to equip our
students with the skills they need to be responsible, virtuous and
active citizens who conduct themselves in a way that benefits
others and supports them to achieve their full potential. 



Theme of the Week - ‘Gifts and Talents‘
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Behaviour and Culture Update: Attendance and
Punctuality

This week we have come together in Collective Worship to reflect on celebrating the 4th Sunday of Easter, known
as ‘Good Shepherds Sunday’ or ‘Vocation Sunday.’ Our students discussed the origin of the word ‘vocation’ which
is from Latin ‘Vox’ - meaning ‘Voice’ and ‘Vocare’ meaning ‘to call’. The Church understands vocation to mean a
person’s entire life lived in response to God’s call whereas we often link the term ‘vocation’ with the job or
profession we ‘do’ as an adult. This week, we challenged our students to think more about what gifts and talents
they possess and what brings them joy and motivation. We shared the message that vocation is more than ‘what
we do’  and more about ‘who we are’, and how our unique talents can’help us to answer God’s call to share his
love with others.

We would like to thank all parents, carers and students for your support throughout the inspection and for
sharing your views on the Catholic life of the school. We look forward to sharing an update on the final findings
from the inspection when we receive the final report. 

What you
are
passionate
about

What the
world needsCalling

Parents and carers may have seen in the news this week the introduction of the new National Framework
for Penalty Notices. The changes will come into force for Penalty Notice Fines issued after August 19 2024
and are outlined below:

Penalty Notice Fines will now be issued to
each parent, for each child that was absent.

For example: 3 siblings absent for term time
leave, would result in each parent receiving 3

seperate fines.

First Offence
The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for Term Time

leave or Irregular Attendance the amount will be:

Reduced to £80 per parent, per child
if paid within 21 days

£160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days

Second Offence 
(within 3 years)

The second time a Penalty Notice is issued for Term
Time leave or Irregular Attendance the amount will be:

£160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days

Per Parent Per Child

Third Offence and any further Offences (within 3 years)
The third time an offence is committed for Term Time Leave or Irregular Attendance a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case will be presented straight to

the Magistrates’ Court. Magistrates’ fines can be up to £2500 per parent, per child.

Cases found guilty in Magistrates Court can show on a parents’ future DBS certificate due to ‘failure to safeguard a
child’s education.’
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A reminder that any student who arrives late to school will have an afterschool detention. The school day
begins at 8.45am.

To clarify the detention system
Late to school = 30 mins after school detention
Late to lesson = each late to lesson = 5 mins detention

If a student is late to both school and all lessons, they could face a total of 55 minutes detention afterschool.
If a student is persistently late, they may also face an internal exclusion. Any student’s arriving to school
after 9.30am will also receive a ‘U’ code which is an unauthorised absence. Please be aware that once a
student has reached 10 U codes a £60 per parent Fixed Penalty Notice fine can be issued.

We would therefore like to take this opportunity to
remind parents and carers of out attendance
expectations. We encourage all students to aim for the
highest possible level of attendance and punctuality so
that they can achieve their very best in school
academically. Good attendance is also important in
building friendships and relationships with peers and a
valuable life skill.

We strongly encourage parents and carers to view the attendance page on our website (here) which
outlines the benefits of good attendance and punctuality, and essential information and procedures on
reporting your child absent, medical appointments, and taking holidays during term time. We thank
parents, carers and families for their continued support in regards to positive attendance habits.

5 Consecutive days of Term Time leave
Penalty Notice Fines will be issued for 5 or more consecutive days. Inset training

days are school days and can be included in the 5 or more consecutive days
where there was intent to be absent for term time leave.

10 sessions of unauthorised absence in a
10 week period

Penalty Notice Fines will be considered when there has been 10 sessions of
unauthorised absence in a 10 week period.

Punctuality is also something that we monitor closely, both at the start of the school day and to lessons.
Lost minutes equate to lost learning and late arrivals can be disruptive to the classroom environment or
collective worship time.

https://notredameliverpool.com/attendance/


Date / Time 9am 1pm

Monday 29th
April

Tuesday 30th
April

Portuguese Speaking (Higher) 
Edexcel

Time: TBC

Wednesday 1st
May

Thursday 2nd
May

Friday 3rd May
Influences on Global
Travel and Tourism

Edexcel (BTEC)
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WISHING EVERY NOTRE DAME FAMILY A PEACEFUL
WEEKEND.

MRS THOMAS
Yours faithfully

Good luck Year 11 and 13 

Finally, we’d like to conclude our message this week with a huge Good Luck to all Year 11 and 13 students
as we enter into the examination season. Our Year 11 Language and Art students have already
completed GCSE examinations and assessments this week and we continue next week with Portuguese
and Travel and Tourism examinations taking place. We will soon see the bulk of our Year 11 and 13
students sitting their final examinations and we would like to take this opportunity to wish them well in
the weeks ahead.

The Year 11 summer examination timetable for this half term is now live on our website and also link to
lots of useful resources and tips to support our students. We know it can feel especially daunting at this
time of year and we’d like to remind students that our staff are here to support them should they need
any encouragement or just a listening ear. The A Level examinations timetable will be made available on
our website early next week.

A personal note from myself to those students facing their examinations is to stay focused on your
future, take every opportunity to revise and prepare, and most importantly, as our Foundress St Julie
said, - ‘do your best and let God do the rest.’. You’ve got this and we’re all behind you.

Monday 29th April - Friday 3rd May 2024

https://notredameliverpool.com/examinations/
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Congratulations to our Values Stars!

Nemash P
Year 7

Mikey E
Year 8

TBA
Year 9

Year 10

Nelli S
Year 7

Gabriel M
Year 8

TBA
Year 9

Year 10

Year 7

Noah J
Year 8

TBA
Year 9

Year 10

TBA
Year 9

Riley D
Year 8

Patrick S
Year 7

Aliyah D

Year 10

Year 11 Year 11 Year 11 Year 11

Niamh M Mesgana A Szymon R Tobiasz K

N Stewart J Gilbertson O Berry L Mcgee

Year 9 - TBA

Super Stars!
Well done to the

following students with
the highest number of
positive points in their
Year Group this week!

Year 8 - 8 Francoise

Year 7 - Nemash P

Year 10 - Berat A

Year 11 - 11 Francoise

7MA7MA                                            93.85%93.85%
8MA8MA                                            93.33%93.33%
9J9J                                                      93.2%93.2%
10D10D                                              95%95%
10J10J                                                  93.5%93.5%
13F13F                                                95.56%95.56%

Attendance STARS!
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The ‘Bards Birthday!’
Tuesday 23rd April marked William Shakespeare's 460th birthday and, to celebrate, students engaged
in a number of activities which included reading 'Sonnet 18' during form time and creating colourful
fact files on the famous bard in English. 

Making a difference in our community
We were delighted to welcome Ruth from the Whitechapel Centre in to school this week to deliver an
assembly to our students about the work they do as the leading homelessness charity in Liverpool. You
may recall Whitechapel was the charity we supported as a school community through our Lent
fundraising this year. Students, families and staff generously donated goods and items to create ‘Kettle
Packs’ that the centre can distribute to those most in need.

As well as this, with their GCSEs looming, Year 11 watched a critical exploration of key scenes in
'Macbeth'. The programme, which featured actors showcasing and explaining different ways in which
lines from a play can be delivered to convey a variety of meaning and emotions, should help students
critically evaluate extracts from the Scottish play in their English literature exams.

Since a birthday wouldn't be complete without cake, students were also encouraged to quote a fact
about William Shakespeare to members of the English department at break in exchange for a fairy
cake or lollipop. 

Happy Birthday, Shakespeare! 

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?
Thou art more lovely and more temperate:

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date;
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimm'd;

And every fair from fair sometime declines,
By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm'd;

But thy eternal summer shall not fade,
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st;

Nor shall death brag thou wander’st in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st:

   So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
   So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

It was wonderful to hear from Ruth about how the items they received from our community will directly
support and impact the incredible work they are doing as a charity, and we’d like to once again thank
everyone who donated so generously.

OPENING
HEARTS
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Young Mathletes 2024
We were delighted to host our first ever ‘Young Mathlete’ Competition with Year 5 students from Our
Lad Immaculate, Holy Cross and The Trinity Catholic Academy competing for the title! The sessions,
organised by our very own Mrs Sands, saw students completing a variety of puzzles and challenges as
a team. Our Year 10 students, Shemaiah, Jaden and Sam supported our mini mathletes by approving
their puzzles before they moved on to the next challenge! 

Team 1 from Our Lady Immaculate were crowned the first champions of
2024 and worked incredibly hard as a team - well done Gabriel, Ethel and
Joseph! We were also delighted to see a familiar face return with Our Lady
Immaculate, as their Teaching Assistant, Miss Hanlon is a member of our
alumni as a former pupil of Notre Dame.

We would like to thank all schools and pupils for participating in the event
and look forward to next years’ competition!

OPENING
MINDS

Influencing our Cities Culture
St Georges Hall currently have a digital immersive exhibition
taking place called ‘The History Whisperer’ which tells the
story of St George's Hall, it's courtrooms, cells and some of
the famous prisoners in it's history. It launched this week and
will continue to be one of Liverpool's tourist attractions.
However, our Notre Dame community may be interested to
know, the music used for the launch of the experience was
composed by our very own, Mr McHugh! Mr McHugh is our
Director of Performing Arts and often works on musical
projects within our city! We would encourage students and
families to pay a visit to hear the music and also learn more
about the history of the iconic building within our city.  

https://www.stgeorgeshallliverpool.co.uk/events/the-st-georges-hall-experience-the-history-whisperer/
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Notice: Headteacher Interviews
Interviews for the new Headteacher will take place on Monday 29th and
Tuesday 30th April. We will continue to update parents and carers with
the outcomes.

Advanced Notice: Change to School Day
Consultation
Parents/Carers will be receiving documentation regarding the
consultation for a change to the school day. This is to meet the
32.5 hour weekly requirement by the government. Please look
out for this communication via parent app on Wednesday 1st
May 2024. 

Changes to School Lunchtime
We are continuing to trial the change to the school lunch time
and this will be part of the consultation to parents/carers.
Details will be sent out on Parentapp.

We have a number of items at our ‘Lost Property’ station at our Student Services desk,
particularly clothing items such as blazers, shoes, outdoor coats, bags and some
none uniform hoodies. Our student services team will be encouraging collection of
these items next week and will display lost property items prominently at the end of
each day. Could parents / carers please encourage their child to check the lost
property area to ensure none of their items are there. Any property not collected by
the end of the week (Friday 3rd May) will be given to charity.

Please contact a member of the office staff by emailing
ao@notredame.liverpool.sch.uk if you want to enquire about any items. Thank you.

Year 8 Parents Evening will take place on Thursday 9th
May at 3.30pm -6pm. We encourage students to attend
alongside parents to discuss their progress with their
subject teachers. Appointments are not required. 

If you are attending without your child, we kindly request
that before you attend the event you please ask your
child for a list of their subject teachers, or contact our
main school office to request one.

Lost Property Notice

Year 8 Parents Evening

mailto:%20ao@notredame.liverpool.sch.uk
mailto:%20ao@notredame.liverpool.sch.uk
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SAFEGUARDING
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

Acting Headteacher - Mrs E Brennan
& Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or
well being these are some of the organisations who are
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young people
who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or coughing
into the phone. This will enable police to respond
Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr helpline) Men’s
Advice Line 0808 801 0327 Worst Kept Secret Helpline
Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead - Mrs E Brennan
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mrs J Littleboy - Director of Safeguarding Services
Mr A McVerry - Leadership - SENCO

PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer
Mrs P Shrimpton - Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney -  Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay - Assistant Office Manager
Mrs E Garvey Y7, Miss C Lee Y8, Ms R Glorman Y9,  
Mrs S Doran Y10, Mrs S Styles Y11, Mrs J Kildare Sixth
Form - Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline on
0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

09

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON
SOCIAL MEDIA - A GUIDE

Visit this guide here.

FRI 26TH APRIL
2024

http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media

