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Welcome Back
It is with great pleasure and excitement that we welcome all
students, staff and parents back from what we hope was a
relaxing and re-energizing summer break. Students have made
a fantastic start to the new year and we’re all delighted to see
them back.

We would also like to say a warm welcome to our new Year 7
cohort. We hope you have enjoyed your first week settling in at
Notre Dame Catholic Academy! We know there is lots to learn
but we have been so impressed by the confidence and
courage our Year 7 students have displayed. The year group
have taken everything from finding their way around, meeting
their form group and making new friends in their stride. 
Well done!

I began the year by welcoming each student in a year group
assembly and setting our expectations for the year ahead. This
includes the commitment we need students to make to
ensuring school is a positive and welcoming learning
environment to ensure all can achieve their very best. You can
see these messages below in our first newsletter of the year,
plus many more key updates to help you transition back into
school.

MRS TAYLOR
HEADTEACHER
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Notre Dame Catholic Academy is in the
process of transitioning our systems to Arbor
MIS and will be using the Arbor Parent Portal
for school communications moving forward. 

Adopting Arbor will allow us to communicate
with you more efficiently and bring all core
school data and workflows into one system.

We have set up parent/carer accounts and
have sent instructions via an email
invitation to let parents and carers know
how to complete the set up and set a
password. Your username will be the email
address we've sent the invitation email to. 

The Arbor parent app can be downloaded
from either the Playstore on android phones
or the Apple Store on iPhones. 

Please note: we must have an accurate
email address on record for you/your child
to ensure we can send the invitation link. If
you do not receive an email from us by
Monday 9th September, 2024 please
contact the school office on 0151 330 5122.

We will continue to duplicate key messages
in Class Charts for the time being and
parents and carers will still be able to use the
messaging function within Class Charts until
October half term. ParentApp will no longer
be used to send messages or
communications as these messages will
now be communicated through Arbor.

Communication Updates
Arbor

Parents and Carers will continue to use
Parent Pay to pay for school meals, trips
and activities for this half term. 

Please be reminded that Notre Dame is now
a cashless school and therefore you must
set up an account on Parent Pay in order
for your child to pay for items in school. If
you do not have your log in for your child’s
account, please contact the main school
office as a matter of urgency.
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We would like to add a huge thank you to our
students and parents this week whilst we have
dealt with the national issues affecting Arbor
and our student timetables! Our students have
been brilliant whilst our staff have navigated
the disruption caused by these issues.

For now, all students have been provided with
paper copies of their timetables to refer to for
the time being whilst this issue is being
resolved. We will issue a further update to
parents, carers and students as soon as the
digital timetables displayed within Arbor are
correct.

We will eventually migrate to
Arbor pay during the course
of this academic year to
streamline all our school
systems into one place, and
further details of this will be
sent out when this is ready
to transition.

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact the school.
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During our collective worship time next week,
we will be reflecting on the start of this new
school year and the opportunity we each have
to have a fresh start and to take to heart the
message “you reap what you sow.”​

We will ask students what they think the
meaning of the phrase “you reap what you
sow” is. and How they can put that thought into
practice in your everyday life both in school, at
home and in their local communities.

Theme of the week ahead:
New Beginnings

We look forward to beginning our Form Time
reading sessions again next week for students
in Years 7 - 10. The texts we will be starting
together are listed below. Our form time
reading sessions are an important part of us
making a strong start to our school day and
encourages our students’ love of reading for
pleasure. 

We encourage students to engage with their
texts and to practise the following:

Form Time Reading
Predict what will happen next in the
text and why
Clarify what words, phrases or ideas
mean?
Question what does the text tell us?
Why has the author used that particular
language?
Summarise the text, was it enjoyable
and why?

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10
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Please can parents and carers update their child’s
allergy information within the Arbor Parent Portal to
confirm if their child has any allergies and ensure our
records are accurate and up to date. You can do
this by selecting ‘Profile’ within the Arbor Parent App
and selecting ‘add allergy’ in the medical section. 

If your child has an allergy, please ensure this is
updated as soon as possible. You can also call to
inform the school office on 0151 330 5122.

Allergy information
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On Monday 9th September, all Year 7 students
will be sitting CATs (Cognitive Ability Tests)
during lessons 3 and 4. They will take place in
our school hall, the Dorothy Stang Theatre.

Year 7 students will also do reading tests in an
English lesson on either Tuesday 10th or
Wednesday 11th September.

These tests are to assess your child’s current
abilities to help us identify their strengths and
any gaps in their knowledge to provide
information for us to support planning for
teaching and learning..

Please reassure your child they do not need to
revise or prepare for these assessments as
they are to assess their current ability..

Year 7 Reading and CAT
Tests

Year 11 students will be completing reading
tests in English lessons on either Tuesday
10th or Wednesday 11th September. Further
information will be provided next week.

Year 11 Reading Tests
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Students do not need to revise or prepare
for the reading tests as they are to assess
their current ability.



1st instance: Any student is missing an item of
uniform will be recorded by the form tutor in
the first instance.​

2nd instance: If the student does not have a
reasonable excuse for not having the item (e.g.
certified medical condition with note from
doctor) or a reasonable time frame for
rectifying the missing uniform (e.g) shoes will
be replaced the following day due to late
order) a replacement item will be offered. If the
student refuses the item a 30min detention
will be issued.​

3rd instance: If the student persistently
refuses to comply with uniform rules they will
be escalated through the behaviour system
and this may ultimately result in suspension.​

Uniform Sanctions
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Behaviour update:
Uniform, Jewellery and
Bags

Blazers, jumpers and ties worn, with
shirts tucked in ​
Students should be wearing suitable
length & fit trousers or skirts ​
School shoes, not trainers worn ​
Minimal branding evident on shoes,
bags and coats ​
Bags must be large enough to fit an A4
sized document
Minimal jewellery worn; single stud
earrings in each ear, a watch and a
single ring - no nose piercings!​
Students moving around School site
with coats and scarves off ​
PE kit worn only for PE lessons ​​
Students will be asked to remove any
non-uniform items​
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Let’s maintain our high standards!
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Year 7 ‘GRIME’ Scene!
Our Year 7 students were thrilled to use
their investigative skills in their first Food
Technology lesson this week, as they
took part in Miss Williams ‘Grime Scene’.

Students discovered the hazards to
avoid in a professional kitchen and
important Health and Safety rules when
working with food as part of the
exercise. We look forward to seeing their
culinary skills develop over the year!
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Year 7 Save the Date:
Wednesday 18th September
School Photographs
A photographer will be attending Notre Dame
Catholic Academy to capture our Year 7
students’ official school photographs. 

Have the hairbrushes at the ready and ensure
your child is aware that it is photo day!

Further information will be sent in regards to
how parents and carers can view and
purchase any photos nearer the time.

Year 7 Open Evening
We will be welcoming students in Years 5
and 6 on Thursday 19th September 2024
from 4.00pm - 6.25pm to our Open Evening.

If you have a primary school aged child who is
interested in joining us, please come along to
look around our facilities, hear from our Senior
Leadership and Teaching staff, meet current
students and find out how you apply. We look
forward to seeing you there! 



SAFEGUARDING
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline
on 0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

Deputy Headteacher :Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or
well being these are some of the organisations who are
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young
people who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or coughing
into the phone. This will enable police to respond
Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr helpline) Men’s
Advice Line 0808 801 0327 Worst Kept Secret
Helpline Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead and Senior
Assistant Headteacher - Mrs E Brennan
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mrs J Littleboy - Director of Safeguarding Services
Mr I Cameron - Associate Assistant Headteacher

PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer
Mr A Dixon - Senior Leader for Data and Reporting
Mrs P Shrimpton - Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney -  Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay - Assistant Office Manager
Mrs S Styles Y7, Mrs E Garvey Y8 Miss C Lee Y9,
Mrs S Doran Y11, Mrs J Kildare Sixth Form - Pastoral
Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline
on 0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON SOCIAL
MEDIA - A GUIDE

Visit this guide here.
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Headteacher: Mrs V Taylor
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http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
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