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Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

I am really pleased with the strong start our students have
made to the half term this week. I delivered a series of
assemblies to all year groups on Monday to remind all
students of the high expectations we hold at Notre Dame for
each of them and the behaviour standards we expect them to
maintain to create a positive culture and the very best learning
environment for all to succeed. 

I was also delighted to host the first PTA meeting at Notre
Dame with a group of enthusiastic parents and carers who will
be looking to get our new PTFA (Parent, Teacher and Friends
Association) off the ground! It was wonderful to spend some
time getting to know each other, sharing ideas for how the
Notre Dame PTFA can support the school and ways to raise
funds to give back to those that matter most - our students!
During the meeting, we discussed the necessary requirements
for a school PTFA to run effectively, including appointing an
elected Chair, Treasurer and Secretary. We will be hosting the
PTFA’s AGM, where we hope to be able to fill those roles, on
Tuesday 10th December. If you were unable to make this
week’s meeting, we hope you can join us again on the 10th to
support the PTFA.

Finally, as you will know, we expect all of our students to strive
for 100% attendance at Notre Dame. Therefore it was
incredible to host 250 students who successfully achieved
this last half term, at a rewards event on Thursday afternoon!
We had a joyous afternoon playing bingo with all students
enjoying treats and snacks, playing classic bingo and even
having a dance! A huge well done to all who attended and we
look forward to hosting the next one! Look out for weekly 100%
attendance rewards coming soon!

MRS TAYLOR
HEADTEACHER
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100% Attendance BINGO!
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In the Christian Church, the month of November is
a time to remember loved ones who are no longer
with us. It is also a time to be mindful of those who
may have experienced loss or grieving a loved one.
Our students spent time reflecting this week on
how, as Christians, we can be confident we will be
reunited with our loved ones in death and the
hope this can bring. 

We reminded students that it is O.K to think of
loved ones we may have lost and the impact they
had on our lives. We reflected on how we can be
thankful for the time we shared and the
importance their lives had to us and to God. 

Theme of the week :
Remembrance

This week, students were invited to visit the
school Chapel to write down the names of
special people in their lives they’d like to
remember. 

When a loved one dies, an empty chair often
sits in our living room or there is an unfilled
place at our table and so mindful of this, we
have created our own empty chair display in
the Chapel, filled with the names of the loved
ones we wish to remember. 

The empty chair filled with all your loved one's
names will remain in the Chapel throughout
November and we will remember all those
names shared during our weekly Breakfast with
God and Mass.

 Year 11 - Work Experience
We would like to wish our Year 11 students the
very best of luck next week as they enter the
world of work!

Our Year 11 students will complete one full work
of work experience in various sectors, including
the Education sector, Healthcare, Construction,
Business and Hospitality - to name a few.

This will be many of our students first
interaction within an employment setting. They
will need to show great resilience and
organisation in order to adapt to new routes,
arrive to their placement in a punctual manner,
meet and interact with coworkers and take on
the challenges their various roles in each
placement will bring. We hope this will be a
valuable insight for our students and inspire and
encourage them to focus on their own future
career goals. 

We look forward to hearing more about their
placements when they return next week. 
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Zoe’s Place Fundraising
We were delighted to share in our last edition of
the newsletter that our school community
raised a total of £1,100 for Zoe’s Place Children’s
Hospice through activities such as the retro
tuck shop, charity football games and dance-a-
thon event. 

We were also extremely proud of our Year 10
student, Jack, who completed his own personal
challenge for the charity over the half term
break. Jack successfully completed his 26 mile
sponsored run raising more than an incredible
£1300 for the hospice! 

As this goes live, we heard the
incredible news that the Zoe’s Place
Campaign has been successful and
saved the Hospice form closure! 

We are extremely proud of the
whole city and the contribution our
students and staff made to this
fantastic campaign!



AISOSA, Y7 TYLER, Y7 BELLA, Y7 DREW, Y7
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In the classroom this
week... ART
In Year 7, students have been learning how to capture
perspective in their artwork. You can see a perfect example of
this in Year 7 student, Aisosa’s charcoal study below, inspired
by the landscape artist Jeanne Seagle.

Mrs C Kenny

Mrs L Powell
Year 7 have also been completing drawing and painting
studies, based on the celebrated work of Vincent Van Gogh.

In Year 8 students have been
creating abstract portraits,
drawing reflections referencing
the work of Martina Shapiro in
monotone paintings.

NEMASH, Y8

Who’s in the team?

EMMA, Y8

Art Club, Tuesday 3.15pm - 4.15pm
Students in Years 7 - 10 are invited to attend Art Club on
Tuesday afterschool to enhance their artistic skills!

Room 111 with Mrs Powell.

Please see Mrs Powell if you have any queries.
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KRYSTAL, GCSE CHARLOTTE, GCSE
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In Year 9 have been studying Futurism: Movement and Mannequins. They have been have
been looking at Futurism artwork and have used their mannequin observational studies to
create interesting movement drawings. 

Students produce individual portfolio work. They journey a range of ideas to produce original work.

What are we studying at Key Stage Four?
AQA GCSE ART, CRAFT AND DESIGN 

EXTRA STUDY ACCESS
The Art department is open before lessons, at break and lunch
and after school for key stage 4 and 5 students (Year 10 - 13) to
continue with their studies.

This provides students extra time to work on  portfolio pieces,
develop skills or to  get support from the Art department.
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Vincent Van Gogh Immersive Experience
Sixth form students had the opportunity to visit the Vincent Van Gogh Immersive Experience at the
AAC Exhibition Centre. An excellent visit!!!!

What are we studying at Key Stage Five?
AQA GCE ART, CRAFT AND DESIGN
Our A Level students are developing their portfolio work. This is a personally developed
selection of work, presented using pupils own choices of materials.

Art Christmas Card
Competition!
Students are invited to take part in our Art
departments Christmas Card Competition!
Entries must be handed in to Mrs Powell in room
111 by end of the day on Wednesday 13th
November. 

Sweets and art materials to be won - and the
winning design will be used as our school’s official
Christmas Card design!

GOOD LUCK!
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What’s on in... Music and
Performing Arts
Our Music and Performing Arts departments have lots of upcoming events and activities to enrich our
students’ experience! Head of Performing Arts, Miss Hart, has been overwhelmed with the number of
students that have been taking part in our extra curricular provision in Music and that have also signed
up for individual or group instrumental tuition! Well done all!
Find more information on what’s coming up in our Music and Performing Arts departments below:

Performing Arts Extra-Curricular Activities 2024-2025 
 
Music 
Monday Lunch – Key Stage 3 Music Club – 1:40pm – 2:10pm (Miss Hart & Mrs Hambleton) 
Monday Lunch – Key Stage 3 Band - 1:40pm – 2:10pm (Mr Dodd) 
Wednesday – Chamber Choir – 3:15pm – 4:15pm (Years 8 – 13) – (Miss Hart & Mr McHugh) 
Thursday Form Time – Orchestra – (Mr McHugh & Miss Hart) 
Thursday Lunch – GCSE Composition Club 1:40pm – 2:10pm (Miss Hart & Mr McHugh) 
Friday Form Time – Year 7 & 8 Choir (Miss Hart & Mrs Hambleton) 
 
Drama 
Thursday – Drama Club – 3:15pm – 4:15pm (Mrs Larkin) 

Dance  
Tuesday – Dance Club – 3:15pm – 4:15pm (Miss Gabbitas) 

What’s On - Music Department Performance Events 
Our students have the opportunity to participate in a number of
wonderful events with our Music department over the next few
weeks. See below for what’s coming up:

On Friday 15th November the St Joseph Catholic Multi Academy
Trust will be recording an Advent Service at Notre Dame Catholic
Academy, with member of our choir performing.
On Wednesday 27th November our Academy Orchestra will
perform with Resonate Youth Collective Orchestra at Liverpool
Hope University.
On Tuesday 10th December our Academy Chamber Choir will
perform at Liverpool City Council Christmas Conference in the
Cunard Building in Liverpool City Centre.
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Musical Star of the Week
Patrick S, Year 8

Our Head of Performing Arts, Miss Hart, was
delighted to present our Year 8 student, Patrick,
with a prestigious place in Notre Dame’s Golden
Book this week, for his amazing musical talents
and contributions to the life of the school. 

Patrick has cheered many staff and students
with his impromptu performances in class and in
break and lunchtimes, sharing his vocal talents
and superb skills on the guitar with us all! 

Patrick also displayed our school values of
charity, courage and confidence recently
performing solo for his peers - many of whom
were in Year 10 and 11 - as part of the Zoe’s Place
fundraising efforts before half term. He raised
£60.00 towards the overall total through his
impromptu lunchtime performance and we were
blown away by the courage this took. 

Well done Patrick!

On Monday 16th December the Academy
Chamber Choir will perform at LFC Christmas
Carol Concert at Liverpool Football Club.
On Wednesday 18th December our Year 7
and 8 Choir, Chamber Choir, Staff & Sixth Form
Choir and Orchestra will perform in our annual
Carols by Candlelight Event at Notre Dame
Catholic Academy - watch this space for
details! 
On Friday 20th December all students and
staff will be invited to sing Carols Around the
Christmas Tree at 8:15am in school.
On Friday 20th December - it will return! The
Big Christmas Sing will take place with all year
groups in the Dorothy Stang Theatre and
Spanish Steps. Our whole school will join to belt
out some Christmas classics before school
closes for the Christmas break! 
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Year group focus - Year 8
Over the last half term Year 8 have been very busy!
In October our Year 8 students had the opportunity to attend the
school’s Careers Fayre. Year 8 found the stalls inspiring and informative
leading to conversations about future aspirations. 

I am also very happy to announce that we have had many volunteers for
the student council in Year 8 with 14 students being successful. They are,
Amelia A, Rylie H, Callum L, Olivia F, Jacob G, Rene, Emily C, Telia G,
Rita, Isabella H, Dominik K, Nemash P, Poppy S and Ellie V. They are
very excited to work with other years to improve the experience of their
peers, raise awareness of key issues around the school and represent
their classmates at council meetings and events.

Year 8 showed their skills of charity by being part of
the fundraising for Zoe’s place. A day the whole
school found to be so much fun, and I am delighted
it resulted in one of our Year 8 students receiving a
place in the Golden Book for organising and
performing an impromptu concert to help raise
funds for the charity. Well done to Patrick (you can
see his full story on page 10!)

We had a visit from AIMS schools for an
assembly to discuss breakdown in friendships
and bullying. They will be returning to hold
sessions with members of the year group.

Finally, this week we had over 50 students take
part in bingo event for having 100%
attendance. Well done to every student who
achieved this!

Year Bingo Winners!

Dominik, Student
Council Rep.



Day Activity Time Year group Who Location

Monday

Chess 1:40pm-2:10pm Beginners (any age) Mr Brennan Reflection

Faith in Action 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 7 Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

KS3 Music Club 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 7 - 9 Miss Hart Music Room

Rock Band 1:40pm-2:10pm All Mr Dodd Music Dept.

Gymnastics 3.15pm - 4.00pm All Miss Sheard School Gym

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Tuesday

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Eco Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm All
Miss Wall/ Mrs

Collings
Room 25

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Faith in Action 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Basketball 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss Morrin School Gym

Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 8 and 9 Mr Jones Sports Centre

NEW: Dance Club 3.20pm - 4.00pm All Miss Gabbitas DST

Computer Science
Club

3.15pm - 4.15pm
Year 10 Computer
Science students

Mrs Shaw Room 95

NEW: Art Club 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 7 - 11 Mrs Powell Room 111

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Wednesday

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Games Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Girls Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss McCullogh Astros

Y7 Boys Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 7 Mr Mulgrew Astros

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Computer Science
Club

3.15pm - 4.15pm
Year 11 Computer Science

students
Mrs Shaw Room 95

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Chamber Choir 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 8 - 13
Miss Hart / Mr

McHugh
Music Room
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We are currently running the following activities:

Form Time Lunch After-school

Please ensure your child remembers their PE kit for any sport activities/events. The office will not be
able to accept an excessive number of PE kits being dropped off at main reception.

Continued overleaf...



Day Activity Time Year group Who Location

Thursday

Orchestra 8.50am - 9.10am All
Miss Hart / Mr

McHugh
Music Room

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Faith in Action 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 8 and 9 Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Music Composition
Club

1:40pm-2:10pm KS4 - Year 10 and 11 Miss Hart Music Room

Drama Club 1:40pm-2:10pm All Miss Larkin DST

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Badminton 3.15pm - 4.00pm All

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Musical Theatre Group 3.35pm - 4.15pm All
Mrs Larkin /

Miss Hart / Mr
McHugh

DST

Friday

Mass 8.15am - 8.35am All
Miss Wall / 
Fr Richard

Chapel

Year 7 and 8 Choir 8.50am - 9.10am Year 7 and 8 Miss Hart Music Room

Chess 1:40pm-2:10pm
Experienced players 

(any age)
Mr Brennan Reflection

Chill and Chat / Film
Friday

1.30pm - 2.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53
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Check out next week’s lunch menu below:

You can find out more about our lunch menus including our current price list and how to apply for
Free School Meals on our website here: School Meals

PTFA Annual General Meeting (AGM)
Tuesday 10th December 2024, 5pm
Our PTFA (Parent, Teacher and Friends Association) will host their Annual
General Meeting at Notre Dame on Tuesday 10th December 2024 at 5pm.
At this meeting, the PTFA will appoint the following roles:

Chair of the PTFA - a strong leader, with excellent organisational skills
and the ability to inspire
Treasurer - a person who is good with numbers with strong budgeting
and finance skills
A Secretary - someone who is highly organised and an excellent
communicator 

If you think you are a strong candidate for the above roles, please
complete an expression of interest prior to the AGM meeting and email to
ao@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk. If you would like to be part of our PTFA and
wish to attend the AGM, we request you complete the online form here.

https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/school-meals/
mailto:ao@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
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We are now using the Arbor Parent App for all school
communications, including attendance messages and
behaviour logs. 
You can view instructions of how to access your
Arbor parent portal on our website:
notredameliverpool.com/school-communications/

You do not need an invitation from the school, simply
follow the instructions on the link above to access
your account. If you encounter any issues after
following the instructions, please contact the school
main office.

Communication Updates
Arbor for payments

Friday 8th November 2024

Vacancies:
Join our Team
Are you interested in working for Notre Dame Catholic Academy?
If you are interested in a career as:

A LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANT, or
A COVER SUPERVISOR, or 
An EXAM INVIGILATOR, or
A LUNCHTIME SUPERVISOR, or
An OFFICE MANAGER, or
PA to the HEADTEACHER

Please view job details and apply online here:
https://notredameliverpool.com/work-for-us/ 

PLEASE NOTE: From Monday 4th November, we will be using Arbor Pay for school meals, trips and
any activities/events for your child. This has replaced the current Parent Pay system and will
streamline all school communications and payment systems into one place. 

A guide to uploading money on to Arbor for your child can be found here:
Topping up accounts and viewing payments in Arbor Parent Portal

Free School Meal Vouchers:
Update for Parents
We are expecting the School Support Vouchers to arrive with us shortly. We are therefore hoping to have
all vouchers processed and sent to parents and carers of children eligible for Free School Meals by the
middle of next week (week commencing Monday 11th November). Vouchers will be sent digitally to the
email address we hold for the 1st priority contact of each student that currently receives Free
School Meals. If you think your child may be eligible for Free School Meals but you have not yet applied,
please visit our website for details: https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/school-meals/ 

https://notredameliverpool.com/work-for-us/
https://notredameliverpool.com/work-for-us/
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/204177771-Topping-up-accounts-and-viewing-payments-in-the-Parent-Portal
https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/school-meals/


SAFEGUARDING
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside
Police on 0151 709 6010

Deputy Headteacher :Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or
well being these are some of the organisations who are
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young
people who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or
coughing into the phone. This will enable police
to respond Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr
helpline) Men’s Advice Line 0808 801 0327
Worst Kept Secret Helpline Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead and Senior
Assistant Headteacher - Mrs E Brennan
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mrs J Littleboy - Director of Safeguarding Services
Mr I Cameron - Associate Assistant Headteacher

PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer
Mr A Dixon - Senior Leader for Data and Reporting
Mrs P Shrimpton - Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney -  Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay - Assistant Office Manager
Mrs S Styles Y7, Mrs E Garvey Y8 Miss C Lee Y9,
Miss M Sheard Y10, Mrs S Doran Y11, Mrs J Kildare
Sixth Form - Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside
Police on 0151 709 6010

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON SOCIAL MEDIA - A GUIDE

Visit this guide here.

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Headteacher: Mrs V Taylor

Friday 8th November 2024

http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
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