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Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

As we end our first term of the academic year in Notre Dame
Catholic Academy, I would like to take this opportunity to
express my heartfelt gratitude to all of our families and
caregivers for your support so far. Your partnership and
dedication to your child’s education can truly make a
difference and help us to succeed in opening hearts, minds
and doors for your child and to transform lives. 

Christmas is a season of hope, joy, peace and reflection. A
time to rejoice in the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ and to
remember the importance of love and service to others. 

Our students have had the opportunity this week to reflect on
their year so far at school. We celebrated our students’
successes this week during our year group assemblies,
awarding our Values Stars, Subject Awards and those students
who have achieved 100% attendance in each year group.
Students who have consistently shown positive behaviour
were rewarded with a Christmas Movie and snacks on
Tuesday, and they all very much enjoyed watching Home
Alone! 

I am very much looking forward to putting my bingo caller hat
on once again for our reward bingo that will take place this
afternoon, to celebrate our attendance stars! I am delighted to
report we have had so many students achieve 100%
attendance this half term, we have had to split the event over
2 sessions to accommodate them all - what an achievement!

Emmanuel,Emmanuel,
God with usGod with us
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Yesterday evening, it was also my pleasure to attend the
Carols by Candlelight Service - my first one as Headteacher
here - and I was blown away by the talent of our students. 

It was truly a heart-warming experience, sharing advent
reflections, prayers and experiencing the talent of our
student choirs, orchestra and staff choir too. It was also a
pleasure to host our partner primary school choir, The Trinity
Catholic Academy and All Saints Catholic Primary Choir for
the second year running! Their performances were brilliant
and I am sure they will all make a fantastic addition to our
Notre Dame choir in a few years time!! 

MRS TAYLOR
HEADTEACHER

I was delighted to see that our Notre Dame community
outdid itself once again with our Advent Appeal donations for
Centre56. The charity was amazed by the generosity shown!
You can read more about this on page 7, but I would just like
to personally thank every student, parent and staff member
who supported the appeal. It is lovely to know that all of
those wonderful donations will now make a child’s Christmas
day that extra special. 

Finally, I’d like to remind you that we will finish at the earlier
time of 12.35pm this Friday (20th December) after our annual
‘Big Christmas Sing!’ on the Spanish Steps. Our students will
also receive a free breakfast. Any students on free school
meals can also request a packed lunch be prepared to take
home at the end of the day. Please email
ao@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk to request this. I’m looking
forward to ending the term on a high! 

We will welcome students back on Tuesday 7th December
at the usual time, with gates open from 8.15am and form time
commencing at 8.45am. We look forward to welcoming our
students back, well rested and ready to make a strong start
to 2025! I wish you all a blessed Christmas filled with the true
spirit of the season and many happy returns in the New Year!

mailto:ao@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
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During the third week of Advent week, the third
candle on the Advent wreath is lit.  This light
represents Joy. 

This week, wen encouraged our students to think
of what brings them joy. Could it be a smile from a
friend, receiving a gift or sweets, laughter,
spending time with loved ones.  We also asked
them to think of ways they can bring joy in to the
world, by living by the values Jesus Christ showed
us, loving one another.

Theme of the week:
Advent: Joy

Our school Chamber Choir was honoured
this week to be invited to perform at
Liverpool Football Club’s Carol Concert!
Our students performed Born on Christmas
Day, A Christmas Blessing and The Snow
and were absolutely fantastic! 

It was a wonderful experience for them to
see other live performances from choirs,
gospel choirs and local musicians and acts. 

Notre Dame at
Liverpool FC Carol
Concert

This week, we also shared the third online
Advent Liturgy from St Joseph’s Catholic
Multi Academy Trust. This week, the liturgy
was led by SFX and St Ambrose Catholic
Academy. They were also supported by the
SJCMAT choir, including students from our
own Notre Dame choir. 

You can watch this here! 

A huge well done to Rosie F in Year 10 for
her winning Christmas card design! Our Art
Club students all participated in designing
a festive image to be used on our official
academy Christmas Cards! Miss Powell
was very proud and awarded Rosie with a
special treat as a prize!

Christmas Card
Competition Winner

https://sjcmat.co.uk/news-media/advent/
https://sjcmat.co.uk/news-media/advent/
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Last week, we shared the news that we will be
making our school a fully phone-free space to
improve teaching and learning from January
using a system called Yondr. You can read the
full letter here and this has been shared via
email/Arbor app message to all parents and
carers.

Preparing for the New
Year: Mobile Phone Free

Students will have a lesson on Friday outlining what this means and what our school expectations
are going forward into the New Year. It also discussed the benefits of being phone free for students
and the positive impact this will have.

ALL students with a mobile device will be expected to place their phone in a Yondr pouch at the
beginning of the school day.

Frequently Asked Questions  

What if I want to reach my child during the school day?  
We want our students to be engaged in their learning. If you need to contact your child during
the school day, contact the main office at 0151 330 5122.  
 
What if there is a school emergency?  
In case of a school emergency, we direct our students to safety first, following our school
emergency preparedness protocol.   

Will my student’s phone be safe?  
Students are in possession of their phone - in their Yondr pouch - for the entire school day.
We will advise students to store the pouch safely in their backpacks or blazer pockets.   

What if the Yondr pouch gets damaged?  
If a student damages their Pouch, damaged pouches will be billed to parents at a cost of £17
Note: Damage consists of any signs that the physical integrity of the pouch has
been compromised, whether intentional or unintentional, as determined by the school or
Yondr staff.  

What happens if a student forgets to open their pouch at the end of the day?  
In Yondr’s experience, this almost never happens. All students funnel past the unlocking
stations at the exits, they want their phones back and don’t forget to unlock their pouches. If
they do arrive home with a phone in a pouch, they can either come back to school to unlock
it, or have a phone free evening!  

How quick is the unlocking process?   
The unlocking process is quick, and takes under a second per student. While students are still
getting used to how to unlock pouches, staff will be on hand with mobile unlocking stations to
stop queues forming in the first few weeks. If needed, we will add extra unlocking points.   

https://www.overyondr.com/schools
https://notredameliverpool.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2024/12/40.-Yondr-Mobile-Phones.pdf
https://notredameliverpool.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2024/12/40.-Yondr-Mobile-Phones.pdf
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As we return in the new year, Year 9 will begin their options process in preparation for Key Stage 4.

Year 9: Options

Year 12 and 13 external exams will be
taking place when we return in the new
year. 

Exams will take place between the 
8th - 16th January and will be completed
in the sports hall.

We hope you all have the opportunity to
revise and prepare over the holidays!
Our Sixth Form and examinations team
will be here to support and answer any
questions if you need any support!

Sixth Form
Examinations

Wednesday 8th January
There will be an online launch of subject videos for students and parents/carers to reviews.
There will also be a welcome video from myself explaining the process.

Thursday 9th January
All Year 9 parents are invited to Parents’ Evening. Here there is an opportunity to speak to
subject teachers and seek advice about option choices and review how students have
achieved in recent assessments.. There will be subject stalls available to find out more
information about subjects on offer in Key Stage 4.

At this evening, the options booklet and options form will be given out to students/parents and
carers. Students will have until Friday 17th January to review all the information that they have
received, watch the videos and make their choices. They will also have the opportunity to
discuss their choices in form time and seek advice from myself or the pastoral team before
making choices. All forms will need to be returned to Mrs Thomas by Friday 17th January
2025.
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We are delighted to share that Resonate Brass were
invited to perform the fanfare at the ribbon cutting
ceremony at the recent official re-opening of Spellow
Library, County Road in Walton. This was followed by
a public performance inside consisting of well-known
songs by local artists, Christmas Carols and festive
tunes. 

This prestigious event attracted significant media
attention, including a live broadcast from the BBC,
Liverpool City Council & other news channels and
provided an excellent opportunity for the group to
showcase their talents where they even got to meet
the Lord Mayor Richard Kemp and Metro Mayer
Steve Rotherham who complimented the band on
their performance. 

Many thanks to all involved for making this happen
for Resonate Brass Band that includes primary &
secondary students from a variety of schools across
the city region led by Louise Hough MBE. 

Resonate Fanfare at
Spellow Library Opening



The corridors of Notre Dame have been filled with
creative, festive and imaginative displays this year,
thanks to our ‘Decorate your Door’ competition!

From the doors showcasing the birth of Jesus and
the true meaning of Christmas, to the Grinch
stealing presents or Father Christmas’ naughty
and nice list! There have been many wonderful
creations but there could only be one winner!

Our Year 10 student council representatives had
the honour of judging the doors and awarding the
winner!
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We would like to say a huge thank you to all the
students and parents and staff members in our
Notre Dame community. You have once again
gone above and beyond in your support for the
school’s Advent Appeal, showing our core value of
charity. Centre 56, a charity that supports families
who have experienced domestic violence, were
overwhelmed with the number of donations
received. Each form group were given a Christmas
tag with details of a child who would not be
receiving many gifts this Christmas. They then
bought gifts such as toys, crafts and pyjamas.

Our Advent Appeal:
Centre 56 and Winter
Clothing

Centre56 will be giving these out to the
children they support! Thank you! 

Decorate your door...
Winners!

We also received many donations of items of
winter clothing which have been delivered to
homeless people in Liverpool - thank you!

Miss Wall was delighted, as where her team of
Sixth Form helpers! Well done to Violet, Katie,
Ellie, Evie, Jessica, Phoebe and Alana!

and the winner is....
MISS WALL!!

In joint third place where...
MISS RIMMER and 
MRS TIERNEY

In second place...
MISS HART
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What’s been going on in
History?
What are we studying? 

Year 7 are currently studying the impact
of the Norman Invasion on England and
whether they brought ‘a truckload of
trouble’. 

Year 8 are currently studying the English
Civil War and the reasons why Charles I
was executed. 

Year 9 are currently studying the work of
David Olusoga and what his stories of the
‘Forgotten Soldiers’ tell us about the
Western Front. 

Year 10 are currently studying Unit 3 of
the Edexcel GCSE specification – Weimar
and Nazi Germany. They are learning
about the actions taken by Hitler to gain
control of Germany. 

Year 11 are currently studying Medicine
through time. Students are currently
examining the impact of the Western
Front on medicine.

Meet the Team

Miss Cavanagh Mr Bond Miss Wishart

Head of
History

Historian
and Head
of Year 9

Historian
and Head
of Year 7

Students in all years have been rewarded with
subject prizes for history. Well done to all who
received a prize and keep up the good work!

Reward Winners
As part of their studies for A Level
history, students in year 12 and 13
will be visiting the Houses of
Parliament and Churchill’s War
Rooms in the new year. We are
looking forward to a fantastic
experience!

Visit to Parliament
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What’s been going on in
DT?
This term in DT, Year 7 have been learning to draw
in isometric and use the tools in the product design
workshop. They have used their skills to design and
make lovely ‘block bots’. 

Year 8 have learnt about the 6 R’s of sustainability
and have made a passive amplifier inspired by the
De Stijl design movement. These make the sound
from their phones louder without the need for
electricity. 

Year 9 have been using Sketch up to design their
own buildings suitable to be built in Liverpool. 

You can use Sketch up for free at home by going to
https://www.sketchup.com/en/products/sketchup
-for-web and signing up for a free account.

GCSE and Sixth Form students have been working
hard on their coursework but we unfortunately
can’t share any photos of live coursework.

Our Year 10 students were in the festive spirit
this week as they create Reindeer brownies!
We think their ‘Rudolph’ creations looked
fantastic!! 

Students also had the opportunity to bake
gingerbread cookies during Enrichment time!
They were delicious and we loved the piping
work! Well done all.

Festive Bakes in Food
Technology!

https://www.sketchup.com/en/products/sketchup-for-web
https://www.sketchup.com/en/products/sketchup-for-web
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Student Council 
A note from Mrs Robinson-Powell
I am immensely proud of all the hard work and
dedication our Student council reps have put in
this term. 

Each year council has met up with various
members of our Senior Leadership Team and their
Heads of Year to discuss a wide range of topics
important to them including mental health, school
lunches, rewards and how they would like to see
improvements around the school. With the year
team reps feeding back their thoughts and
suggestions to Mrs Taylor. They have also taken on
issues important to them and are planning to raise
awareness of these issues throughout the year.

Our Year 10 Spanish students have a treat
during lesson 3 today! They will be celebrating
their Fiesta de Navidad. 

Spanish food will be served (see menu). and
students will also play the LOTERIA DE
NAVIDAD (a bingo version of it) and they will
be having LAS DOCE UVAS to welcome the
New Year.

There is also a special guest appearance that
Miss Del Real believes her students are going
to love! Look out on our social media sites for
who this is!!

Feliz Navidad - Spanish
Celebrations!

As part of their responsibilities Student council have helped during open evening and parents evening,
took part in student voice activities and ran events during this weeks Christmas celebrations, including
running a lunchtime Christmas quiz, judging the 'decorate a door' competition and creating a
taskmaster activity for form time on Friday!

Keep up the good work you are amazing leaders and role models for your peers, well done!



Day Activity Time Year group Who Location

Monday

Chess 1:40pm-2:10pm Beginners (any age) Mr Brennan Reflection

Faith in Action 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 7 Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

KS3 Music Club 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 7 - 9 Miss Hart Music Room

Rock Band 1:40pm-2:10pm All Mr Dodd Music Dept.

Spanish Club
1.40pm - 2.10pm
(Week A only)

Year 9 & 10 Miss Del Real Room 44

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Gymnastics 3.15pm - 4.00pm All Miss Sheard School Gym

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Tuesday

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Eco Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Mrs Collings Room 25

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Faith in Action 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Basketball 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss Morrin School Gym

Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 8 and 9 Mr Jones Sports Centre

NEW: Dance Club
3.20pm -
4.00pm

All Miss Gabbitas DST

Computer Science
Club

3.15pm - 4.15pm
Year 10 Computer
Science students

Mrs Shaw Room 95

Art Club 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 7 - 11 Mrs Powell Room 111

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Wednesday

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Games Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

DT Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm TBC Miss Collings Room 25

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Girls Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm All
Miss

McCullogh
Astros

Y7 Boys Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 7 Mr Mulgrew Astros

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Computer Science
Club

3.15pm - 4.15pm
Year 11 Computer
Science students

Mrs Shaw Room 95

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Chamber Choir 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 8 - 13
Miss Hart / Mr

McHugh
Music Room

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage
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Form Time Lunch After-school Continued overleaf...



Day Activity Time Year group Who Location

Thursday Orchestra 8.50am - 9.10am All
Miss Hart / Mr

McHugh
Music Room

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Faith in Action 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 8 and 9 Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Music Composition
Club

1:40pm-2:10pm KS4 - Year 10 and 11 Miss Hart Music Room

Drama Club 1:40pm-2:10pm All Miss Larkin DST

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

NEW: Y11 Spanish
1.30pm - 2.15pm
(Week A only)

Year 11 Miss Gibson Room 49

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

NEW: Y11 Spanish
3.15pm - 4.00pm

(Week B only)
Year 11 Miss Gibson Room 49

Badminton 3.15pm - 4.00pm All PE Sports Hall

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Musical Theatre Group 3.35pm - 4.15pm All
Mrs Larkin /

Miss Hart / Mr
McHugh

DST

Friday

Mass 8.15am - 8.35am All
Miss Wall / 
Fr Richard

Chapel

Year 7 and 8 Choir 8.50am - 9.10am Year 7 and 8 Miss Hart Music Room

Chess 1:40pm-2:10pm
Experienced players 

(any age)
Mr Brennan Reflection

Chill and Chat / Film
Friday

1.30pm - 2.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53
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We are currently running the following activities:

Form Time Lunch After-school

Please ensure your child remembers their PE kit for any sport activities/events. The office will not be
able to accept an excessive number of PE kits being dropped off at main reception.
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Check out next week’s lunch menu below:

Notre Dame Alumni
Assemble!
We are reaching out to former Notre
Dame students to get in touch! We want
to hear from you, where you are now,
what you’re up to to inspire our current
student body and show them where their
education can lead! We are asking
parents and carers to reach out - you
may be a former Notre Dame student
yourself, have older children who studied
with us or know friends or family
members who once studied with us. 

Admissions
Consultation
We invite Parents and Carers to review
proposed updates to our Admissions Policy for
2026-2027. You can view this on our website
with full details of how you can provide
feedback.

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/
year-7-admissions/

Please contact
lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
with a contact email address to
become part of our Alumni network!

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/year-7-admissions/
https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/year-7-admissions/
mailto:lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk


July
4th

INSET DAY
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INSET Day Notice - Date Change
Can all parents and carers be aware that the scheduled INSET day on
Friday 4th July 2025 has been changed to Friday 11th July 2025

July
11th

Our full list of Term Dates, including INSET
days can be found on our website here.

Sixth Form Student Bursary
If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or you have a
household income of under £30,000 your Sixth Form Son/
daughter may be entitled to student bursary. 

This money could pay for a huge range of resources that will
help your son/ daughter to progress in their education. This
could include a laptop, materials, text books, train tickets to
Uni Open Days as well as many other things.

If you think your child may be eligible, please contact
jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

Attendance Stars!
Well done to our 100% Attendance Stars of
last week - and to the first weekly prize draw
winners! Each week going forward, any
student with 100% attendance will
automatically be entered into a prize draw.
One winner in each year group will be
selected and celebrated! You have to be in it
to win it so keep up that strong attendance
record each week to be in with a chance!

Our 100% attenders for the entire half term
will be rewarded today at our Attendance
Bingo!

INSET Day - 
Monday 6th January
A reminder that Monday 6th January is an
INSET day. Students will return on Tuesday
7th January. Form time will begin at 8.45am.

6th
Jan

https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
mailto:jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk


SAFEGUARDING
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside
Police on 0151 709 6010

Deputy Headteacher :Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or
well being these are some of the organisations who are
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young
people who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or
coughing into the phone. This will enable police
to respond Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr
helpline) Men’s Advice Line 0808 801 0327
Worst Kept Secret Helpline Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead and Senior
Assistant Headteacher - Mrs E Brennan
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mrs J Littleboy - Director of Safeguarding Services
Mr I Cameron - Associate Assistant Headteacher

PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer
Mr A Dixon - Senior Leader for Data and Reporting
Mrs P Shrimpton - Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney -  Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay - Assistant Office Manager
Mrs S Styles Y7, Mrs E Garvey Y8 Miss C Lee Y9,
Miss M Sheard Y10, Mrs S Doran Y11, Mrs J Kildare
Sixth Form - Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside
Police on 0151 709 6010

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON SOCIAL MEDIA - A GUIDE

Visit this guide here.

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Headteacher: Mrs V Taylor
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http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
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