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Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

MRS TAYLOR
HEADTEACHER

It’s been a busy second week back at Notre Dame 
and I would like to begin this week’s newsletter 
by thanking all parents of Year 9 who attended 
last night’s Parents’ / Options Evening. It was a 
fantastic evening with lots of positive news to 
share with parents and carers, as well as 
discussing our students’ options for the next 
exciting phase of their education. We hope all 
parents and students found their meetings 
informative and helpful.

We’ve had more exams this week for our year 12 
and 13 students and we wish them the best of 
luck. We are proud of all of their hard work.

As you know, we introduced the Yondr pouches 
for all students last week, marking the start of 
our journey to a phone free school. It’s been 
brilliant to see students adapt so quickly to the 
new routines and embrace the change for a more 
positive, focused, learning environment. We are 
really pleased with how everyone has adjusted 
and I want to thank all students, parents and 
carers for their support with this new initiative.

Finally, we’d like to say a huge well done to all the 
students for their resilience last week in the face 
of adverse weather! I’d like to extend my 
gratitude and thanks to our brilliant site team for 
their hard work keeping the school open. We 
know the snow and icy conditions caused some 
severe disruption to traffic around the area as 
well as making the journey to school difficult for 
many. Thank you to all of you who continued to 
arrive on time and ready to learn.

Have a fantastic weekend all!
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Year 9 Options Evening

A big thank you to all students and 
parents/carers for attending last nights options 
evening. 

Just a reminder for 
all:

Students will be choosing 
three options. 

Option 1 – Guided from the 
EBacc subjects.
[Separate Science, 
Computer Science, History, 
Geography, Spanish]

Option 2 and Option 3 –
These will be chosen from 
the option blocks. 

Options forms are to be 
returned to form teachers 
by 
Friday 24th January.

For those that couldn’t make 
it, options booklets and 
forms are available on the 
website here

It was wonderful to 
see so many 
attendees. 

https://notredameliverpool.com/curriculum/year-9-guided-choices/


Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Friday 17th January 2025

YONDR Success!

Routines seem to 
have been quickly 
taken on board, and 
queues are 
going down much 
faster at the main 
entrance spots –
thank you to all 
students for their 
cooperation.

Our YONDR pouches 
continue to be a 
success with 
students. Staff are 
impressed with how 
well our students are 
adjusting to the 
change and this 
can be seen 
throughout school, 
particularly during 
break and lunch. Points to note: 

• Can all students remember 
to have their pouches out, 
on their desk, during form 
time for form tutors to 
check.

• If anyone is bringing makeup 
into school, where possible, 
can this be placed into a 
small bag so it is easy to 
remove from pockets/bag. 

• Any deodorants/cans can be 
placed in the front of bags 
for easy removal upon entry 
to school.

• Remember to bring your
pouch to school everyday.
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Reminders

Students must bring their Pouch to school with them each 
day. 

As students arrive at school they will:

1. Turn their phone off.​

2. Open their Yondr Pouch by tapping against the Unlocking 
Base.

3. Place their phone, smart watches and Airpods inside the 
Pouch and secure it in front of school staff.​

4. Store it in their bag for the day.

Morning routine

Evening routine

At the end of the School day at 3.15pm, after an 
after School club or detention, Students will:​
1. Open their Pouch​

2. Remove their phone​

3. Close their Pouch (Important to stop the pin 
bending in the bag)​

4. Keep in their school bag overnight.
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What’s been going on in
English

Congratulations to:

Mustakeem (7MA)
Libby-Mae (7T)
Tyler Su (7D) and 
Hannah (7T)

Year 8 and 9 wrote 
out their persuasive 
speeches which they 
have been working on 
and delivered verbally 
in class.

Year 10 completed 
a GCSE question 
on 'A Christmas 
Carol'.

Year 12 completed an 
A-Level question on 
'Hamlet'.

Year 11 and 
Year 13 
completed full 
mock 
examinations.

Year 7 did an 
assessment on 
the Artful Dodger 
from ‘Oliver 
Twist.’

It’s been a busy time for our students in English as they have been 
completing assessments!

These students received 90%+ in their 
AP1 assessments for the past term. 
We have seen some fantastic analytical 
work from students detailing how Dickens 
presents the Artful Dodger in Oliver Twist.
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What’s been going on for 
Our Staff

Ark Conference 2025

On Tuesday 14th January, a 
selection of staff had the privilege 
of attending the Ark Curriculum 
conference in London. The event 
hosted colleagues from schools all 
around the country and focused 
on the theme of 'Impact Through 
Implementation'.

The day featured a 
fascinating keynote speech 
by former Special School 
headteacher and author 
specialising in visual 
teaching strategies, Oliver 
Caviglioli, on 'Cognitive Load 
Theory: Reframed'. As well as 
this, English subject staff 
attended seminars on 'A 
Midsummer Night's Dream' 
and Making It Stick (a 
session which focused on 
techniques designed to help 
embed knowledge to long-
term memory).

Teachers came away from the conference 
inspired and ready to employ new techniques 
in their lessons!



Day Activity Time Year group Who Location

Monday

Chess 1:40pm-2:10pm Beginners (any age) Mr Brennan Reflection

Faith in Action 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 7 Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

KS3 Music Club 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 7 - 9 Miss Hart Music Room

Rock Band 1:40pm-2:10pm All Mr Dodd Music Dept.

Spanish Club
1.40pm - 2.10pm 
(Week A only)

Year 9 & 10 Miss Del Real Room 44

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Gymnastics 3.15pm - 4.00pm All Miss Sheard School Gym

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Tuesday

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Eco Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Mrs Collings Room 25

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Faith in Action 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Basketball 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss Morrin School Gym

Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 8 and 9 Mr Jones Sports Centre

NEW: Dance Club 3.20pm - 4.00pm All Miss Gabbitas DST

Computer Science 
Club

3.15pm - 4.15pm
Year 10 Computer 
Science students

Mrs Shaw Room 95

Art Club 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 7 - 11 Mrs Powell Room 111

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Wednesday

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Games Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

DT Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm TBC Miss Collings Room 25

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Girls Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss McCullogh Astros

Y7 Boys Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 7 Mr Mulgrew Astros

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Computer Science 
Club

3.15pm - 4.15pm
Year 11 Computer Science 

students
Mrs Shaw Room 95

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Chamber Choir 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 8 - 13
Miss Hart / Mr 

McHugh
Music Room
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Form Time Lunch After-school Continued overleaf...



Day Activity Time Year group Who Location

Thursday Orchestra 8.50am - 9.10am All
Miss Hart / Mr 

McHugh
Music Room

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Faith in Action 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 8 and 9 Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Music Composition 
Club

1:40pm-2:10pm KS4 - Year 10 and 11 Miss Hart Music Room

Drama Club 1:40pm-2:10pm All Miss Larkin DST

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

NEW: Y11 Spanish
1.30pm - 2.15pm
(Week A only)

Year 11 Miss Gibson Room 49

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

NEW: Y11 Spanish
3.15pm - 4.00pm

(Week B only)
Year 11 Miss Gibson Room 49

Badminton 3.15pm - 4.00pm All PE Sports Hall

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Musical Theatre Group 3.35pm - 4.15pm All
Mrs Larkin / 

Miss Hart / Mr 
McHugh

DST

Friday

Mass 8.15am - 8.35am All
Miss Wall / 
Fr Richard

Chapel

Year 7 and 8 Choir 8.50am - 9.10am Year 7 and 8 Miss Hart Music Room

Chess 1:40pm-2:10pm
Experienced players 

(any age)
Mr Brennan Reflection

Chill and Chat / Film 
Friday

1.30pm - 2.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53
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We are currently running the following activities:

Form Time Lunch After-school

Please ensure your child remembers their PE kit for any sport activities/events. The office will not be 
able to accept an excessive number of PE kits being dropped off at main reception.
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Check out next week’s lunch menu below:

Notre Dame Alumni 
Assemble!
We are reaching out to former Notre 
Dame students to get in touch! We want 
to hear from you, where you are now, 
what you’re up to to inspire our current 
student body and show them where their 
education can lead! We are asking 
parents and carers to reach out - you 
may be a former Notre Dame student 
yourself, have older children who studied 
with us or know friends or family 
members who once studied with us. 

Admissions 
Consultation
We invite Parents and Carers to review 
proposed updates to our Admissions Policy for 
2026-2027. You can view this on our website 
with full details of how you can provide 
feedback.

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/
year-7-admissions/

Please contact 
lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
with a contact email address to 
become part of our Alumni network!

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/year-7-admissions/
mailto:lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk


July

4th
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INSET Day Notice -Date Change
Can all parents and carers be aware that the scheduled INSET day on 
Friday 4th July 2025 has been changed to Friday 11th July 2025

July

11th

Our full list of Term Dates, including INSET 
days can be found on our website here.

Sixth Form Student Bursary
If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or you have a 
household income of under £30,000 your Sixth Form Son/ 
daughter may be entitled to student bursary. 

This money could pay for a huge range of resources that 
will help your son/ daughter to progress in their education. 
This could include a laptop, materials, text books, train 
tickets to Uni Open Days as well as many other things.

If you think your child may be eligible, please contact 
jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

Attendance
A big well done to Year 13 
who achieved 100% 
attendance on 
Wednesday! 

It's also been a great 
week for Year 12 who 
have had over 90% 
attendance every day 
this week.

https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
mailto:jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk


SAFEGUARDING 
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or 
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children 
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside 
Police on 0151 709 6010

Deputy Headteacher :Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding 
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or 
well being these are some of the organisations who are 
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or 
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young 
people who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for 
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without 
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or 
coughing into the phone. This will enable police 
to respond Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr 
helpline) Men’s Advice Line 0808 801 0327 
Worst Kept Secret Helpline Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead and Senior 
Assistant Headteacher -Mrs E Brennan
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mrs J Littleboy -Director of Safeguarding Services
Mr I Cameron -Associate Assistant Headteacher

PC P Wood -School Safer Police Officer
Mr A Dixon -Senior Leader for Data and Reporting
Mrs P Shrimpton -Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney - Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay -Assistant Office Manager
Mrs S Styles Y7, Mrs E Garvey Y8 Miss C Lee Y9, 
Miss M Sheard Y10, Mrs S Doran Y11, Mrs J Kildare 
Sixth Form -Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or 
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children 
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside 
Police on 0151 709 6010

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON SOCIAL MEDIA -A GUIDE

Visit this guide here.

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Headteacher: Mrs V Taylor
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http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media


Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage


