
Notre Dame Catholic Academy

Newsletter
Headteacher’s message:

IN THIS ISSUE

• HEADTEACHER'S 
MESSAGE (P 1)

• SAFEGUARDING 
SPOTLIGHT (P2) 

• SCHOOL LIFE 
NEWS (P3-7)

• ENRICHMENT (P8-
9)

• NOTICES (P10-11)
• SAFEGUARDING 

(P12)

Friday 7th February 2025

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

MRS TAYLOR
HEADTEACHER

I want to start this week’s newsletter 
and share a fantastic update on our 
charity tuck shop last week for Feast 
Day. Our sixth from students raised an 
impressive £109.66 to donate to the 
local homeless shelter! I couldn’t be 
prouder of them!
Our A level history students have also 
been in London today. The trip was 
organised to support their study of 
British, social, economic and political 
history between 1906-1957. They’ve 
had the incredible opportunity to visit 
the Churchill War Rooms, to see where 
Churchill planned Britain's operations 
during WW2, visiting the gates of 
Buckingham Palace, Westminster 
Abbey and Parliament Square. Not only 
that, they’ve had an amazing 
experience of visiting the Houses of 
Parliament and taking part in a 
fantastic debate workshop. I know they 
possibly had the chance to chat with 
the local MP which I am very keen to 
hear all about.
Finally Our year 11 students have had 
their sixth form interviews this week. 
Feedback has been great and I wish 
them all the luck with their upcoming 
exams. I am confident and hopeful we 
will continue to see their familiar faces 
going into their A level education!
Next week is the last week of the half 
term. I’d like to remind parents that 
Friday 14th is an inset day so next week 
will just be a 4 day week. Have a 
blessed weekend all!
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Internet Safety

Parents/carers are invited to attend a talk which will be held at the school with Mrs 
Shaw about internet safety, this talk will cover the following areas:

• Supervision and parental controls
• Screen time
• Social media & Gaming

Please register an interest via our school email: ao@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

mailto:ao@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
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Friday 7th February 2025

Safer Internet Day
Tuesday 11th February

Safer Internet Day 2025

Safer Internet Day will take place on February 11th 2025 the theme this year is ‘Too good to 
be true? Protecting yourself and others from scams online’.
Please note you can right click on the blue links to get further advice and tips.
Tips for Parents and Carers: Keeping you 
and your loved ones safe online

This Safer Internet Day we are starting a 
conversation about how to spot, respond to 
and report all types of scams online. Scams 
can take many forms and may target anyone, 
including young people. Use these top tips to 
keep you and your loved ones safe online.

Enjoy going online together and talk 
regularly about your family’s online lives
The internet is amazing and can help us all to 
access information and entertainment. 
Spend time online with your child to 
understand how they are using technology 
and talk together about the good and the 
bad parts of being online. Talk about your 
own experiences and find other 
opportunities to get the conversation 
started, like stories in the news. Make sure 
your child knows they can talk to you about 
anything that they see or experience online.

Take online security measures seriously
The internet can be a tool used by criminals 
to target their victims, but a few simple 
steps can help keep you and your accounts 
secure. Use strong and separate 
passwords for online accounts and set up 
two step verification (2SV) where it’s 
available. You may also be able to set 
parental controls to prevent unwanted online 
purchases and limit children’s access to 
harmful content.

“It just seems too good to be 
true!” – Other common signs of a 
scam include contact that you 
weren’t expecting or being asked 
for money or personal 
information (think: bank or 
contact details, passwords, or 
phone numbers). Scammers 
use other tactics to manipulate 
their victims into paying, like 
playing with your emotions, or 
building a sense of urgency so 
you are rushed into making a 
decision. If you aren’t sure it’s 
reliable, don’t risk it.

Look out for warning signs that 
someone or something online 
cannot be trusted

https://stopthinkfraud.campaign.gov.uk/protect-yourself-from-fraud/protecting-against-online-fraud/
https://stopthinkfraud.campaign.gov.uk/protect-yourself-from-fraud/protecting-against-online-fraud/improve-your-password-security/
https://stopthinkfraud.campaign.gov.uk/protect-yourself-from-fraud/protecting-against-online-fraud/turn-on-2-step-verification-2sv/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/online-issue/parental-controls
https://stopthinkfraud.campaign.gov.uk/how-to-spot-fraud/recognise-the-tactics/
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Safer Internet Day 
Tuesday 11th February

Remember that anyone can be a victim of a scam
Scammers are good at what they do and will target anyone. We all need to stay 
vigilant and support those who are most vulnerable including children and the 
elderly by helping them recognise what to look out for. If anyone in your family 
has been scammed, talk openly about it. There should be no shame in being 
victim to a scam and it’s never your fault.

If you or someone you know has been the victim of a scam online, you’re 
not on your own. Help is available and you are not to blame for what has 
happened. In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, you can report fraud 
and cyber-crime online to Action Fraud or by telephoning 0300 123 2040. In 
Scotland, report to Police Scotland by calling 101. You may also be able to 
report via social media, if the scam has taken place there or to another 
relevant organisation, like your bank, if you think your account is at risk.

Know where to get help if something goes wrong

Remember, if you or anyone else is in immediate danger, call 999 immediately.

Safer Internet Day will take 
place on February 11th 2025 
the theme this year is ‘Too 
good to be true? 
Protecting yourself and 
others from scams 
online’.
Safer Internet Day is held 
every February in over 170 
different countries. The 
goal of Safer Internet Day is 
to call on people across the 
world to work together to 
make the internet a safer 
and better place for all, but 
especially for young 
people. In the UK, the UK 
Safer Internet Centre runs a 
campaign especially for the 
day which aims to start a 
national conversation 
about using technology 
safely and positively.

To support Safer Internet day during form time form tutors will 
share a presentation highlighting the theme this year ‘Too good 
to be true? Protecting yourself and others from scams online’

https://actionfraud.police.uk/
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Free School Meals

If you feel you may 
be eligible for Free 
School Meals please 
use the links below 
to apply via your 
corresponding 
council 

Liverpool

Knowsley

Sefton

Once you have 
applied you will be 
notified of eligibility 
via email. If 
accepted, this 
email needs to be 
forwarded to school 
as evidence for that 
specific child.

attendance@notre
dame.sjcmat.co.uk

We are then able to 
add your childs
name to the list and 
ensure they start 
receiving their free 
school meal 
entitlement as soon 
as possible. 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals/liverpool
https://www.knowsley.gov.uk/education-and-schools/financial-support/free-school-meals/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/schools-learning/grants-and-funding/free-school-meals/
mailto:attendance@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
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What’s been going on for
Year 7

There have been two significant events and activities Year 7 have been a part of this term. 
Feast Day and Into University workshops.

Feast Day

On Friday 31st January 
our school celebrated 
its annual Feast Day. 
Feast Day is a special 
day for our school 
community as it was on 
the 2nd February 1804 
that Julie and Francoise 
committed themselves 
to God and to the 
education of young 
girls in Amiens, France. 
This was the founding 
of the Sisters of Notre 
Dame. This Year we 
celebrated 156 years of 
Notre Dame. 

The students at our 
school have been part 
of its history since 
1869. Being part of our 
school community is 
important in keeping St 
Julie and Francoise 
story alive! 

Year 7 did various 
activities linked to Feast 
Day. They completed a 
Feast Day booklet, 
completed word 
searches and crosswords 
and completed a Year 
group Kahoot quiz to test 
their knowledge on Feast 
Day. Students had lots of 
fun learning about the 
important founders of 
our school and why it is 
special to be a part of 
the Notre Dame 
community. 

I am proud to announce 7 
Francoise were the Year 
group winners and they 
all won some Feast Day 
treats in our Year group 
Assembly. 
Well done 7Francoise!  
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What’s been going on for
Year 7

Into University Workshop

On Tuesday 4th February a group of 30 Year 7 were involved in an 
Into University workshop.  "Into University" is an organisation that 
helps students gain access to higher education. It offers academic 
support, mentorship, and resources to students in the UK and 
beyond, helping them prepare for university life. They provide 
programs aimed at boosting academic skills, offering advice on 
university applications, and building confidence to succeed in 
higher education. 

Our students were involved in some of the following activities to help 
prepare them for university such as:

Study Skills Sessions: 
These workshops focus 
on time management, 
note-taking, exam 
techniques, and 
strategies to improve 
concentration and 
focus

Career Exploration: 
Students explored 
different career 
options to help them 
understand how to 
match their interests 
with potential 
university courses or 
future job roles.
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What’s been going on in
RE

Last week in R.E we celebrated Feast 
Day by studying an inspirational 
person. We chose to look at Sr 
Dorothy Stang as we are approaching 
her 20th anniversary of martyrdom.

The students looked at her life and 
how she lived out the mission of St 
Julie in the Amazon rainforest. The 
students enjoyed investigating 
what she did in the Amazon and 
how she stood up to the 
government to protect the poor 
communities that lived there. 

We looked at also how we could 
continue to live out her legacy 
today.

A message from Miss Nicol:
This week, I have started interviewing Year 11 students about their plans for the next step 
in their educational career. As Head of Sixth Form, I would be delighted to see as many Year 
11 students as possible return to ND Sixth Form in the Autumn term.
If any Year 11 student has chosen to study at another college, it is important that they 
meet with me so I can record their planned destination Post 16.
Interviews will continue on Tuesday 11th February.
Miss Nicol- Head of Sixth Form.
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Performing Arts Extra-Curricular Activities

Every Monday 

• KS3 Music Club – 1.40pm to 2.10pm 
Years 7, 8 & 9 with Miss Hart in Music Room – M1

• Rock Band – 1.40pm to 2.10pm 
Years 8 & 9 with Mr Dodd in Music Room M2 

Every Tuesday

Every Wednesday

• Chamber Choir – 3.15pm to 4.15pm
Years 8, 9, 10 & Sixth Form with Miss Hart & Mr McHugh in Music Room – M1

Every Thursday

• KS3 Drama Club – 1.40pm to 2.20pm
Years 7, 8 & 9 with Mrs Larkin in the Dorothy Stang Theatre

• GCSE Composition /Performance Club – 1.40pm to 2.10pm 
Year 10 & 11 with Miss Hart and Mr McHugh in Music Room – M2

Every Friday
• Choir – 8.45am to 9.15am 
Years 7 & 8 with Miss Hart in Music Room – M1

If you would like any 
more information 
regarding our 
performing arts clubs 
please see Miss Hart.

• Dance Club – 3.15pm to 4.15pm 
All students welcome with Miss Gabbitas in the Dorothy Stang
Theatre

• Orchestra – 8.45am to 9.15am 
All students welcome with Mr McHugh & Miss Hart in Music Room – M1
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Notices & Reminders  

Can all students who have 
asthma ensure they bring their 
inhaler into school. 

Students must also have a spare inhaler in 
school. If your child doesn’t have a spare 
inhaler in school please can one be sent 
in and handed to the main office. 

More information on this can be found in last weeks newsletter

There are important changes to 
the Home to School Transport 
Policy and the SEN Post-16 
Transport Policy Statement 
coming into effect in 
September 2025.

The full copy of each new policy can be 
read below: 

Home to School Transport Policy

SEN Post-16 Transport Policy Statement

Inhalers

Transport – Liverpool City Council

INSET Day

A reminder school is closed to pupils on Friday 14th February. 

We understand school drop off and pick up can be a busy time but please 
utilise the car park next door to school. 
Please be mindful when stopping in nearby roads not to block residents 
driveways. 

Parking

https://notredameliverpool.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2025/01/Newsletter-Friday-24th-January-2025-1.pdf
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/liverpool/fsd/files/home_to_school_transport_policy_2025-2026.pdf
https://search3.openobjects.com/mediamanager/liverpool/fsd/files/post_16_transport_statement_2025-26.pdf


Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Friday 7th February 2025

Absence Procedure
Medical Appointments
Where possible, medical appointments need to be made outside of school hours. 
If this is not possible, the following procedure must be followed:

1. Proof of appointment

A proof of the appointment must be shown 
to the Head of Year/Assistant Head of Year. 
This can be the appointment letter, card or 
a screenshot of the confirmation text or 
email. This can also be emailed to 
attendance@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

2. Approval 

Head of Year/Assistant Head of Year will 
provide the student with a note. This note 
must be shown to the class teacher at the 
time the child needs to leave early. 

Please note: it is the students own 
responsibility to remember the time they 
need to leave class. Tannoy
announcements are not made during 
teaching time.

3. Pink Slip

When students leave their lesson they must 
take their note to student services to 
exchange for a pink slip from the 
attendance team. Students will then wait in 
the front reception to be collected.

4. Sign Out

Once the adult arrives to collect the young 
person, they must show the office staff 
their pink slip and have their YONDR pouch 
unlocked. Students must sign out on the 
screen in reception. 

5. Sign In

When students arrive back at school after 
their appointment they will sign back in via 
the front reception desk and their phones 
will be locked back into their YONDR 
pouches.  

Points to note:

• Students in Years 7-10 
require a 
parent/guardian to 
collect them from the 
main reception during 
the course of the 
school day. These 
students will not be 
allowed to leave unless 
already agreed by a 
member of the 
leadership team. 

• Please ensure a pick up 
time is arranged with 
your child so they are 
aware of when they 
need to leave class. 

If your child feels unwell during 
school time they must inform their 
Head of Year/Assistant Head of 
Year. If the student is in class they 
must inform the class teacher who 
will contact the Head of Year or 
request a first aider, if required. 

• The Tannoy system 
will not be used 
during lesson time.



Day Activity Time Year group Who Location

Monday

Chess 1:40pm-2:10pm Beginners (any age) Mr Brennan Reflection

Faith in Action 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 7 Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

KS3 Music Club 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 7 - 9 Miss Hart Music Room

Rock Band 1:40pm-2:10pm All Mr Dodd Music Dept.

Spanish Club
1.40pm - 2.10pm 
(Week A only)

Year 9 & 10 Miss Del Real Room 44

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Gymnastics 3.15pm - 4.00pm All Miss Sheard School Gym

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Tuesday

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Eco Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Mrs Collings Room 25

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Faith in Action 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Basketball 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss Morrin School Gym

Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 8 and 9 Mr Jones Sports Centre

NEW: Dance Club 3.20pm - 4.00pm All Miss Gabbitas DST

Computer Science 
Club

3.15pm - 4.15pm
Year 10 Computer 
Science students

Mrs Shaw Room 95

Art Club 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 7 - 11 Mrs Powell Room 111

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Wednesday

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Games Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

DT Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm TBC Miss Collings Room 25

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Girls Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss McCullogh Astros

Y7 Boys Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 7 Mr Mulgrew Astros

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Computer Science 
Club

3.15pm - 4.15pm
Year 11 Computer Science 

students
Mrs Shaw Room 95

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Chamber Choir 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 8 - 13
Miss Hart / Mr 

McHugh
Music Room

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Enrichment -Whats on?

Friday 7th February 2025

Form Time Lunch After-school Continued overleaf...



Day Activity Time Year group Who Location

Thursday Orchestra 8.50am - 9.10am All
Miss Hart / Mr 

McHugh
Music Room

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Faith in Action 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 8 and 9 Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Music Composition 
Club

1:40pm-2:10pm KS4 - Year 10 and 11 Miss Hart Music Room

Drama Club 1:40pm-2:10pm All Miss Larkin DST

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

NEW: Y11 Spanish
1.30pm - 2.15pm
(Week A only)

Year 11 Miss Gibson Room 49

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

NEW: Y11 Spanish
3.15pm - 4.00pm

(Week B only)
Year 11 Miss Gibson Room 49

Badminton 3.15pm - 4.00pm All PE Sports Hall

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Musical Theatre Group 3.35pm - 4.15pm All
Mrs Larkin / 

Miss Hart / Mr 
McHugh

DST

Friday

Mass 8.15am - 8.35am All
Miss Wall / 
Fr Richard

Chapel

Year 7 and 8 Choir 8.50am - 9.10am Year 7 and 8 Miss Hart Music Room

Chess 1:40pm-2:10pm
Experienced players 

(any age)
Mr Brennan Reflection

Chill and Chat / Film 
Friday

1.30pm - 2.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Enrichment -Whats on?

Friday 7th February 2025

We are currently running the following activities:

Form Time Lunch After-school

Please ensure your child remembers their PE kit for any sport activities/events. The office will not be 
able to accept an excessive number of PE kits being dropped off at main reception.
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Lunchtime -Menu
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Check out next week’s lunch menu below:

Notre Dame Alumni 
Assemble!
We are reaching out to former Notre 
Dame students to get in touch! We want 
to hear from you, where you are now, 
what you’re up to to inspire our current 
student body and show them where their 
education can lead! We are asking 
parents and carers to reach out - you 
may be a former Notre Dame student 
yourself, have older children who studied 
with us or know friends or family 
members who once studied with us. 

Admissions 
Consultation
We invite Parents and Carers to review 
proposed updates to our Admissions Policy for 
2026-2027. You can view this on our website 
with full details of how you can provide 
feedback.

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/
year-7-admissions/

Please contact 
lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
with a contact email address to 
become part of our Alumni network!

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/year-7-admissions/
mailto:lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk


July

4th

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Friday 7th February 2025

INSET Day Notice -
Date Change
Can all parents and carers
be aware that the 
scheduled INSET day on 
Friday 4th July 2025 has 
been changed to Friday 
11th July 2025

July

11th

Our full list of Term Dates, including INSET 
days can be found on our website here.

Sixth Form Student Bursary
If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or you have a 
household income of under £30,000 your Sixth Form Son/ 
daughter may be entitled to student bursary. 

This money could pay for a huge range of resources that 
will help your son/ daughter to progress in their education. 
This could include a laptop, materials, text books, train 
tickets to Uni Open Days as well as many other things.

If you think your child may be eligible, please contact 
jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

Vacancies
Interested in working for us? Please see below our 
current vacancies and follow this link for more 
information!

https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
mailto:jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
https://notredameliverpool.com/work-for-us/


SAFEGUARDING 
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or 
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children 
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside 
Police on 0151 709 6010

Deputy Headteacher :Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding 
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or 
well being these are some of the organisations who are 
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or 
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young 
people who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for 
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without 
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or 
coughing into the phone. This will enable police 
to respond Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr 
helpline) Men’s Advice Line 0808 801 0327 
Worst Kept Secret Helpline Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead and Senior 
Assistant Headteacher -Mrs E Brennan

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
MrI Cameron -Associate Assistant Headteacher

PC P Wood -School Safer Police Officer
Mr A Dixon -Senior Leader for Data and Reporting
Mrs P Shrimpton -Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney - Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay -Assistant Office Manager
Mrs S Styles Y7, Mrs E Garvey Y8 Miss C Lee Y9, 
Miss M Sheard Y10, Mrs S Doran Y11, Mrs J Kildare 
Sixth Form -Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or 
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children 
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside 
Police on 0151 709 6010

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON SOCIAL MEDIA -A GUIDE
Visit this guide here.

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Headteacher: Mrs V Taylor

Friday  7th February 2025

http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
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