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MRS TAYLOR
HEADTEACHER

Spring has sprung here at 
Notre Dame! With the 
beautiful weather, it was 
great to see so many of 
our students enjoying the 
sunshine under our brand 
new canopy outside.
As ever, it’s been a busy 
week for all, and I’d like to 
start by saying a big well 
done to our year 13 
students who have been 
completing their mock 
exams. We are drawing 
ever closer to the real 
tests and I know they are 
working extremely hard to 
meet and exceed their 
targets.
I held a number of 
assemblies for Ash 
Wednesday for each year 
group and we discussed 
the importance of the 
occasion, marking the start 
of lent. I was so pleased to 
see so many of our 
students engaged and 
many of them taking ashes 
at the end. I would also like 
to take a moment to ask 
you to hold Pope Francis in 
your thoughts and prayers.

World Book Day was 
on Thursday, with a 
number of our 
classes and forms 
taking time to 
decorate their doors 
with imagery of their 
favourite books for 
our “dress your door” 
competition. I was 
thrilled with the 
participation from 
students and staff!
We also held further 
auditions for our 
highly anticipated 
upcoming production 
and I am so 
impressed with the 
number of students 
participating.
Finally, a reminder 
that Monday 
10th March is an 
INSET day. I wish you 
all a blessed weekend 
and look forward to 
seeing students back 
in next Tuesday!
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What’s been going on in
Art & Design

Who is in the team?

Miss Kenny Mrs Powell

What are we studying at Key Stage Three?

Year 7: Drawing and printing studies:  Referencing the work of Fauvist creator Andre Derain.

LLG 7BE AE 7BE ST 7BN BG 7BE

Year 8: Expressive Portraits – Referencing the work of Michael Shapcott.

ED 8JE JO 8JE PJS 8JE
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What’s been going on in
Art & Design

Year 9: The Liverpool waterfront – then and now. Observational drawing.

EW 9BN
NH 9BE

JC 9BE

SB 9BE

What are we studying at Key Stage Four? AQA GCSE ART, CRAFT AND DESIGN
Students produce individual portfolio work. They journey a range of ideas to produce original work.

SB – Year 10

SB – Year 10

PS – Year 11
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What’s been going on in
Art & Design

What are we studying at Key Stage Five? AQA GCE ART, CRAFT AND DESIGN
Portfolio work. Personally developed selection of work presented using pupils own choices of materials.

IG - GCE

JR - GCE

IB - GCE

EXTRA STUDY ACCESS
The department is open before lessons, at 
break and lunch and after school for key stage 
4 and 5 students to continue with their studies.
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What’s been going on in
Our Library

This week, some of our students were 
given the fantastic opportunity to attend 
an online book talk hosted by the 
successful children’s author, Phil Earle.

Delving into his own experiences with 
reading, Phil took the students on a journey 
from his reluctant relationship with books 
as a child (reading ‘Roy of the Rovers’ and 
the ‘Batman’ comics) to his fascination 
and love of reading young adult fiction in 
his late twenties. Earle explored and 
stressed the point that there is no such 
term as “proper reading” and the different 
ways in which students can digest, enjoy 
and relate to stories through reading audio 
books, visual books, and non-fiction 
content.

Students were able to hear about the author’s 
process of learning to love ‘reading for 
pleasure’ and finding ‘the right book for him’. 
We were all captivated when listening to 
extracts from one of his most popular 
children's stories ‘Until the Road Ends’ and 
were privileged enough to hear some early 
access information about his latest story, set 
to be released for World Book Day.

During his Q&A, 
students were able to 
ask their own 
questions and hear 
Earle’s advice from 
how to read for 
pleasure to how to 
start your own writing 
journey and tackle 
the dreaded writer's 
block!

Our students left inspired to explore reading and many have asked to loan copies of his stories 
from our newly reopened library.

“I thought it was very motivational and he really captivated 
me with his story about how he became a writer. It was truly 
inspiring and I will never forget his words” - Martin (Y8).

“It was very calm and relaxing. I thought his 
stories were very interesting” - Aron (Y8).
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World Book Day!

On Thursday 6th March, Notre Dame celebrated 'World Book Day'.

To mark the occasion, students played 'The Masked Reader' - a 
game which puts a literary-themed spin on the famous TV show 
whereby students have to guess the member of staff reading. 
Students who managed to guess all contestants correctly were 
entered into a prize draw to win one of six £20 vouchers. Winners 
were announced on Friday afternoon, congratulations!

KS3 also completed a 'World Book Day' quiz in their English lessons 
which featured five challenging rounds. Here, they were required to 
identify photos of famous writers in the picture round, guess the 
title of famous novels and name characters from famous texts.

In the afternoon, 70 students who have displayed exceptional 
behaviour in their English lessons this academic year were invited 
to watch a live stream by author, Benjamin Dean. The author, who 
has written children and young adult fiction including 'The King is 
Dead' and 'The Boy Who Fell from the Sky', gave students an insight 
into what it takes to become a published writer. He also gave them 
a glimpse into his latest novel, 'This Story is Lie' which students can 
obtain for free in exchange for their £1 'World Book Day' vouchers 
at participating retailers.

Students received their £1 book vouchers during form time. These 
can be exchanged for a selection of free books or used to get £1 
off on another book of their choice. Vouchers can be used in Lidl, 
Sainsbury's, Tesco, Asda, Waterstones and WH Smith by 23rd 
March 2025.

As well as this, throughout the week, forms competed in a 
'Decorate Your Door' competition which saw many creative entries 
including 'Where's Wally?', 'Percy Jackson' and 'The Curious Case of 
the Dog in the Night-Time'. After careful deliberation by Miss 
Campbell and Mrs Kane, the winning form was announced on 
Friday morning. Massive congratulations to Miss Gabbitas and 11 
Eileen on their incredible 'Alice in Wonderland' display!

An honourable mention must also go to two of our Sixth Formers 
who designed an amazing giant book display which was revealed 
on 'World Book Day'. Well done! 'World Book Day' was a resounding 
success at Notre Dame this year.

Happy Reading!
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Catholic Life

Here at Notre Dame we took a 
group of Year 9 students on a two-
night residential retreat to Savio 
House. It was a great opportunity for 
students to get away from the 
busyness of their daily lives and to 
take time to reflect on themselves, 
their relationships with others and 
their relationship with God. The 
retreat was led by the team at Savio 
House, and it included ice breakers, 
group challenges, discussions, social 
activities, times of prayer and 
reflection, and a lovely walk around 
the area. 

Feast Day celebrations

We celebrated Feast Day on Friday 31st January 
remembering the life of St Julie in all lessons and a special 
liturgy to end the day. In each lesson all subjects studied an 
inspirational person in their curriculum area. The R.E 
department studied Sr Dorothy Stang as we were 
approaching her 20th anniversary of martyrdom. The 
students looked at her life and how she lived out the mission 
of St Julie in the Amazon rainforest. The students enjoyed 
investigating what she did in the Amazon and how she stood 
up to the government to protect the poor communities that 
lived there. We looked at also how we could continue to live 
out her legacy today.
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Free School Meals

If you feel you are eligible for Free School Meals please use the links below 
to apply via your corresponding local authority. 

The eligibility criteria for Free School Meals is as follows;
- Universal Credit – your household earned annual income must be less than 

£7,400 after tax and not including any benefits. 
- Income Support 
- Income based Jobseekers Allowance
- Income related Employment Support Allowance 
- Support under part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
- The guaranteed part of State Pension Credit
- Child Tax Credit – with no Working Tax Credit and your annual household 

income is no more than £16,190, as assessed by Inland Revenue. 

Liverpool Sefton Knowsley

You can find further information here

If you require any support during the application process 
please don’t hesitate to contact the school. 

Lateness

If a student arrives after 8.45am – they are late. A prompt arrival to school 
supports students to feel relaxed and ready to learn. 
Any students who arrive late will have their phones collected on arrival and 
given back at the end of the day, following the completion of a 20 minute 
detention.
We encourage all students to be punctual and aim for the highest possible 
level of attendance so they can achieve their very best academically and 
socially. We appreciate your support, as parents and carers, with 
implementing this.

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals/liverpool
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/schools-learning/grants-and-funding/free-school-meals/
https://www.knowsley.gov.uk/education-and-schools/financial-support/free-school-meals/apply-free-school-meals
https://liverpool.gov.uk/benefits/free-school-meals/
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Absence Procedure
Medical Appointments
Where possible, medical appointments need to be made outside of school hours. 
If this is not possible, the following procedure must be followed:

1. Proof of appointment

A proof of the appointment must be shown 
to the Head of Year/Assistant Head of Year. 
This can be the appointment letter, card or 
a screenshot of the confirmation text or 
email. This can also be emailed to 
attendance@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

2. Approval 

Head of Year/Assistant Head of Year will 
provide the student with a note. This note 
must be shown to the class teacher at the 
time the child needs to leave early. 

Please note: it is the students own 
responsibility to remember the time they 
need to leave class. Tannoy
announcements are not made during 
teaching time.

3. Pink Slip

When students leave their lesson they must 
take their note to student services to 
exchange for a pink slip from the 
attendance team. Students will then wait in 
the front reception to be collected.

4. Sign Out

Once the adult arrives to collect the young 
person, they must show the office staff 
their pink slip and have their YONDR pouch 
unlocked. Students must sign out on the 
screen in reception. 

5. Sign In

When students arrive back at school after 
their appointment they will sign back in via 
the front reception desk and their phones 
will be locked back into their YONDR 
pouches.  

Points to note:

• Students in Years 7-10 
require a 
parent/guardian to 
collect them from the 
main reception during 
the course of the 
school day. These 
students will not be 
allowed to leave unless 
already agreed by a 
member of the 
leadership team. 

• Please ensure a pick up 
time is arranged with 
your child so they are 
aware of when they 
need to leave class. 

If your child feels unwell during 
school time they must inform their 
Head of Year/Assistant Head of 
Year. If the student is in class they 
must inform the class teacher who 
will contact the Head of Year or 
request a first aider, if required. 

• The Tannoy system 
will not be used 
during lesson time.



Day Activity Time Year group Who Location

Monday

Chess 1:40pm-2:10pm Beginners (any age) Mr Brennan Reflection

Faith in Action 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 7 Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

KS3 Music Club 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 7 - 9 Miss Hart Music Room

Rock Band 1:40pm-2:10pm All Mr Dodd Music Dept.

Spanish Club
1.40pm - 2.10pm 
(Week A only)

Year 9 & 10 Miss Del Real Room 44

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Gymnastics 3.15pm - 4.00pm All Miss Sheard School Gym

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Tuesday

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Eco Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Mrs Collings Room 25

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Faith in Action 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Basketball 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss Morrin School Gym

Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 8 and 9 Mr Jones Sports Centre

NEW: Dance Club 3.20pm - 4.00pm All Miss Gabbitas DST

Computer Science 
Club

3.15pm - 4.15pm
Year 10 Computer 
Science students

Mrs Shaw Room 95

Art Club 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 7 - 11 Mrs Powell Room 111

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Wednesday

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Games Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

DT Club 1.30pm - 2.15pm TBC Miss Collings Room 25

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Girls Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm All Miss McCullogh Astros

Y7 Boys Football 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 7 Mr Mulgrew Astros

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Computer Science 
Club

3.15pm - 4.15pm
Year 11 Computer Science 

students
Mrs Shaw Room 95

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Chamber Choir 3.15pm - 4.15pm Year 8 - 13
Miss Hart / Mr 

McHugh
Music Room
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Enrichment -Whats on?
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Form Time Lunch After-school Continued overleaf...



Day Activity Time Year group Who Location

Thursday Orchestra 8.50am - 9.10am All
Miss Hart / Mr 

McHugh
Music Room

Food 1:40pm-2:10pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

Faith in Action 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 8 and 9 Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Music Composition 
Club

1:40pm-2:10pm KS4 - Year 10 and 11 Miss Hart Music Room

Drama Club 1:40pm-2:10pm All Miss Larkin DST

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

NEW: Y11 Spanish
1.30pm - 2.15pm
(Week A only)

Year 11 Miss Gibson Room 49

Food 3.15pm - 4.00pm Year 11 Miss Williams Food Room

NEW: Y11 Spanish
3.15pm - 4.00pm

(Week B only)
Year 11 Miss Gibson Room 49

Badminton 3.15pm - 4.00pm All PE Sports Hall

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53

Musical Theatre Group 3.35pm - 4.15pm All
Mrs Larkin / 

Miss Hart / Mr 
McHugh

DST

Friday

Mass 8.15am - 8.35am All
Miss Wall / 
Fr Richard

Chapel

Year 7 and 8 Choir 8.50am - 9.10am Year 7 and 8 Miss Hart Music Room

Chess 1:40pm-2:10pm
Experienced players 

(any age)
Mr Brennan Reflection

Chill and Chat / Film 
Friday

1.30pm - 2.15pm All Miss Wall Chaplaincy Room

Chess / Games 1.30pm - 2.15pm All Duty Staff Dorothy Stang

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Year 10 Duty Staff Astros

Football 1.30pm - 2.15pm Years 8 & 9 Duty Staff Top Car Park

Homework Club 3.15pm - 4.00pm All TBC Room 53
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Enrichment -Whats on?
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We are currently running the following activities:

Form Time Lunch After-school

Please ensure your child remembers their PE kit for any sport activities/events. The office will not be 
able to accept an excessive number of PE kits being dropped off at main reception.
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Check out next week’s lunch menu below:

Notre Dame Alumni 
Assemble!
We are reaching out to former Notre 
Dame students to get in touch! We want 
to hear from you, where you are now, 
what you’re up to to inspire our current 
student body and show them where their 
education can lead! We are asking 
parents and carers to reach out - you 
may be a former Notre Dame student 
yourself, have older children who studied 
with us or know friends or family 
members who once studied with us. 

Admissions 
Consultation
We invite Parents and Carers to review 
proposed updates to our Admissions Policy for 
2026-2027. You can view this on our website 
with full details of how you can provide 
feedback.

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/
year-7-admissions/

Please contact 
lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
with a contact email address to 
become part of our Alumni network!

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/year-7-admissions/
mailto:lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk


July

4th
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INSET Day Notice -
Date Change
Can all parents and carers be aware that the scheduled INSET 
day on Friday 4th July 2025 has been changed to Friday 11th 
July 2025

July

11th

Our full list of Term Dates, including INSET days can be found on our website here.

Sixth Form Student Bursary
If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or you have a 
household income of under £30,000 your Sixth Form Son/ 
daughter may be entitled to student bursary. 

This money could pay for a huge range of resources that 
will help your son/ daughter to progress in their education. 
This could include a laptop, materials, text books, train 
tickets to Uni Open Days as well as many other things.

If you think your child may be eligible, please contact 
jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
mailto:jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk


SAFEGUARDING 
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or 
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children 
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside 
Police on 0151 709 6010

Deputy Headteacher :Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding 
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or 
well being these are some of the organisations who are 
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or 
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young 
people who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for 
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without 
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or 
coughing into the phone. This will enable police 
to respond Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr 
helpline) Men’s Advice Line 0808 801 0327 
Worst Kept Secret Helpline Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead and Senior 
Assistant Headteacher -Mrs E Brennan

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
MrI Cameron -Associate Assistant Headteacher

PC P Wood -School Safer Police Officer
Mr A Dixon -Senior Leader for Data and Reporting
Mrs P Shrimpton -Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney - Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay -Assistant Office Manager
Mrs S Styles Y7, Mrs E Garvey Y8 Miss C Lee Y9, 
Miss M Sheard Y10, Mrs S Doran Y11, Mrs J Kildare 
Sixth Form -Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or 
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children 
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside 
Police on 0151 709 6010

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON SOCIAL MEDIA -A GUIDE
Visit this guide here.

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Headteacher: Mrs V Taylor

Friday  7th March 2025

http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
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