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I want to start this message by 
saying how deeply saddened we 
have been to learn of the news of 
His Holiness, Pope Francis. He has 
been a huge inspiration in our 
lives and within the school and we 
will remember him as a Pope of 
peace who spent much of his 
time urging world leaders to stop 
wars and fighting. He inspired 
many young people to connect 
with their faith, and in particular, I 
think this quote is so important 
for our students at Notre Dame -
“Young people are meant to 
dream great things, to seek vast 
horizons, to aim higher, to take on 
the world, to accept challenges 
and to offer the best of 
themselves to the building of 
something better.” I hope our 
students take encouragement 
from his words. We pray for the 
repose of his soul.

I hope everyone had a peaceful 
and restful Easter break. It’s been 
great to see our wonderful 
students return this week with 
renewed energy and 
determination to start the 
summer term! I was lucky enough 
to visit Rome over the break, and 
met with His Eminence, Cardinal 
Roche. I was delighted to learn 
that he knew all about us over 
1000 miles away in Liverpool, and 
was keeping us all in his prayers.

We began this week with a 
staff INSET day, refreshing 
staff training and setting 
expectations and goals for 
the summer term. Our 
fantastic year 11 art GCSE 
students sat exams this 
week, I know how hard they 
have worked and wish 
them the best of luck! 

You will be aware tha tthis
week has also seen a 2 day 
trust review taking place 
across the school. I a 
extremely pleased with the 
response from staff, 
students and parents who 
have shared how proud 
they are of the school and 
community we serve and 
we look forward to 
implementing any 
development points as we 
move through the 
academic year.

Finally, if you’ve been into 
Notre Dame this week, you 
might have noticed our 
beautiful new artwork both 
inside and outside 
brightening up the school 
just in time for summer!
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Pope Francis

As you will be aware, on Monday 21st April 2025, it was announced that 
Pope Francis had sadly passed away. 

During his final public appearance, on Easter Sunday, Pope Francis spoke 
the following:

“On this day, I would like all of us to hope anew and to revive our trust in 
others, including those who are different than ourselves, or who come 
from distant lands, bringing unfamiliar customs, ways of life and ideas. 
For all of us are children of God. I would like us to renew our hope that 
peace is possible.”

Here at Notre Dame we are deeply saddened to hear of his passing. We 
will remember him as a leader of peace, who inspired millions around 
the world—not only with his words, but through his example of 
kindness, humility, and service.
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Pope Francis

During the Easter break, Mrs Taylor visited Rome and had the pleasure of 
meeting with His Eminence, Cardinal Roche in the Cardinal offices that overlook 
St Peter’s Square & St Peter’s Basilica. 

What was supposed to be just a short meeting ended up being 40 minutes, 
discussing culture and education. Mrs Taylor was delighted as she received a 
guided tour of the Cardinal offices and the Chapel,  also attending a Mass in St 
Peter’s Basilica. 

Cardinal Roche was familiar with our 
school and continues to keep Notre 
Dame Catholic Academy, our 
students, staff and community in 
Liverpool in his prayers. 
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Our New Graphics!

We are very excited to share the fantastic new graphics we have had produced 
and installed across the school. 
They beautifully reflect our Catholic values and create a more vibrant, uplifting 
environment for students and staff alike.
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The 8th May marks the 80th anniversary of VE Day. As part of our commemoration 
of this important event, the history department is planning a number of activities 
for the day, (more details to follow).

One thing we would like to do, is create a display recognising the contribution that 
men and women made to ensure victory in Europe. If you would like to share the 
memories of any relatives who served in World War Two or contributed in some 
other way i.e. the Women's Land Army, please send them to 
ao@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk for the attention of Ms A Cavanagh. We welcome any 
photographs that could also be included.

VE Day

CCTV Updates

Over the Easter Holidays, we have upgraded our CCTV system which includes 
new and additional cameras being installed with a feature to capture both visual 
and audio. We will use both features to ensure school remains safe.

mailto:ao@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
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It has been a busy time for the Social Sciences department with looming exams for Criminology, 
Psychology and Sociology. We have implemented a very structured plan for how we revise both 
the content and application of our studies, and our students are working incredibly hard to excel 
in the upcoming assessments.

Last term our year 13 sociologists explored the inner-workings of global media, including how 
social classes, sexuality and ethnic minorities are targeted and represented by the media. Year 
12 Sociologists used their research knowledge of Educational Sociology in order to construct 
challenging letters to the Head Teacher with suggestions on how to improve the cultural capital 
of our students and raise the A-C economy and league table position of Academy. Mrs Taylor 
was delighted with students' well-considered improvement ideas and the students were 
delighted when they received very detailed individual responses to their ideas, and a pledge that 
the senior leadership team will be discussing these ideas in upcoming meetings.

Social Sciences

Criminology students have completed their 
controlled assessments with excellent results and 
are now powering ahead with learning the 
psychological and sociological theories of 
criminality, including real-life examples of 
capitalism, were we looked at the clothes we are 
wearing and how this social structure can lead its 
victims into a life of crime.

Our Psychologists have been 
looking at consumerist 
behaviour, using classical and 
operant conditioning to analyse 
our nation's favorite adverts 
such as John Lewis at Christmas 
and the famous Pepsi Ad 
starting the Kendall Jenner.
We are so proud of our amazing 
sixth form social scientists. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
you for your upcoming 
exams. We have every faith in 
you!
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Check out next week’s lunch menu below:

Notre Dame Alumni 
Assemble!
We are reaching out to former Notre 
Dame students to get in touch! We want 
to hear from you, where you are now, 
what you’re up to to inspire our current 
student body and show them where their 
education can lead! We are asking 
parents and carers to reach out - you 
may be a former Notre Dame student 
yourself, have older children who studied 
with us or know friends or family 
members who once studied with us. 

Admissions 
Consultation
We invite Parents and Carers to review 
proposed updates to our Admissions Policy for 
2026-2027. You can view this on our website 
with full details of how you can provide 
feedback.

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/
year-7-admissions/

Please contact 
lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
with a contact email address to 
become part of our Alumni network!

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/year-7-admissions/
mailto:lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
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INSET Day Notice -
Date Change
Can all parents and carers be aware that the scheduled INSET 
day on Friday 4th July 2025 has been changed to Friday 11th 
July 2025

July

11th

Our full list of Term Dates, including INSET days can be found on our 
website here.

Sixth Form Student Bursary
If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or you have a 
household income of under £30,000 your Sixth Form Son/ 
daughter may be entitled to student bursary. 

This money could pay for a huge range of resources that 
will help your son/ daughter to progress in their education. 
This could include a laptop, materials, text books, train 
tickets to Uni Open Days as well as many other things.

If you think your child may be eligible, please contact 
jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

Upcoming Events

• Year 7 Parents Evening – 1st May 3.30pm 
– 6.25pm. 

• Year 8 Retreat 14th – 16th May
• Sixth Form Leavers Mass – 11th June
• Year 10 Retreat – 11th – 13th June

https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
mailto:jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk


SAFEGUARDING 
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or 
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children 
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside 
Police on 0151 709 6010

Deputy Headteacher :Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding 
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or 
well being these are some of the organisations who are 
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or 
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young 
people who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for 
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without 
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or 
coughing into the phone. This will enable police 
to respond Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr 
helpline) Men’s Advice Line 0808 801 0327 
Worst Kept Secret Helpline Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead and Senior 
Assistant Headteacher -Mrs E Brennan

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
MrI Cameron -Associate Assistant Headteacher

PC P Wood -School Safer Police Officer
Mr A Dixon -Senior Leader for Data and Reporting
Mrs P Shrimpton -Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney - Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay -Assistant Office Manager
Mrs S Styles Y7, Mrs E Garvey Y8 Miss C Lee Y9, 
Miss M Sheard Y10, Mrs S Doran Y11, Mrs J Kildare 
Sixth Form -Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or 
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children 
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside 
Police on 0151 709 6010

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON SOCIAL MEDIA -A GUIDE
Visit this guide here.
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http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
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