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Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

MRS TAYLOR
HEADTEACHER

We’ve had a fantastic week at Notre 
Dame. On Wednesday, we were 
lucky enough to welcome two guest 
speakers from the YMCA in 
Liverpool, to talk to our year 8 
students about their experience 
with addiction. It was an honest, 
thought provoking and powerful 
presentation. I was so grateful to 
the YMCA and so proud of our 
students for taking the talk so 
seriously.

On Thursday, we celebrated VE 
day, and remembered the millions 
of brave men and women who 
lost their lives in the Second 
World War. Our students have 
been busy this week, creating 
their own bunting to decorate the 
school and we started the day by 
raising the VE Day flag, whilst 
Winston Churchill’s speech 
echoed through our corridors. At 
midday, we observed a moment 
of silence for all those killed and 
affected by war. Finally, we had 
Bond's Big British Quiz, a quiz 
linked to last 80 years, delivered 
by Mr Bond during the students 
lunch break! It was a fantastic 
day, with students and staff all 
contributing to mark 80 years 
since the end of the 
Second World War!

As always, I wish all of our 
students, parents and carers a 
blessed weekend!
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All students at NDCA from Year 7 to Year 13 
follow a careers programme. It is one of the 
units covered in PSHE and it is 
supplemented by guest speakers who 
come in to present at various points over 
the year.

Here is a small snapshot of some of the 
career activities from this academic year:
We have had university students and 
Shaping Futures coming in to assemblies 
for years 7 – 10 to provide some real life 
knowledge on an ‘Introduction to Higher 
Education’ and ‘Labour Market Information’.
Years 7 & 8 students are on a rolling 
programme for Into University workshops, 
in addition Year 8 had a Medical Mavericks 
workshop.

Year 9 had their options information 
evening and several professions had stalls 
for students to visit. Some Year 10 students 
have been following a Next Steps 
programme while all students in years 9 –
13 were invited to a Careers Fayre where 
they had the opportunity to visit a variety 
of stalls and speak to people about their 
day to day jobs and the route they took to 
get there.

When students are in KS4, they will all 
receive one-to-one guidance from a 
qualified careers counsellor. Students in 
years 11 and 13 are now at an exciting point 
in their careers journey where, with the 
support of our staff, they are planning the 
next steps in their lives.

Careers
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But perhaps the most powerful 
aspect of the talk was the message 
of redemption and resilience. Despite 
the harrowing experiences they 
recounted, Robert and James 
radiated a quiet strength, a 
testament to the human capacity to 
overcome even the most formidable 
challenges. They spoke of the power 
of support systems and the courage 
it takes to rebuild a life after 
addiction.

Our year 8 pupils took part in a 
powerful and thought-provoking 
assembly on the dangers of 
addiction. The assembly was led by 
inspiring guest speakers Robert & 
James from the YMCA. 

Robert, with a quiet intensity, shared 
his journey into the depths of 
addiction, not in a way that glorified 
it, but with a stark, unflinching look at 
the conflict, loss and despair it 
brought. James, with a voice that 
held both strength and vulnerability, 
spoke of the relentless grip of 
dependency and the difficult, daily 
fight for sobriety from Ket – so 
relevant in Liverpool right now.
Their stories were not just narratives; 
they were mirrors reflecting the 
potential fragility within all of us. They 
didn't shy away from the ugly truths 
– the lies told, the relationships 
broken, the moments of utter 
hopelessness and the death and 
pain.

PSHE – Year 8

The talk was profoundly thought-
provoking. They challenged us to 
consider the societal pressures that 
contribute to addiction, the stigma 
that prevents people from seeking 
help, and the importance of 
compassion and empathy. They 
spoke of the insidious nature of 
addiction, how it can take hold 
subtly and tighten its grip before 
you even realise what's happening. 
They urged the students to think 
critically about their choices, to be 
mindful of the paths they were 
forging and it was clear our students 
were listening intently.



Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Friday 9th May 2025

https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/news/liverpool-news/determined-teen-turned-
life-around-31577784

https://www.justgiving.com/page/stephanie-ryan-3

Pupil Spotlight

We are extremely proud to share this recent article in the Liverpool Echo 
concerning one of our pupils.

Jack, took part in the community wide fundraising efforts for Zoe’s Place last 
year, a charity very close to his families heart. Jack is now aiming to raise 
£1000 for the British Heart Foundation. 

Please follow the link below to read all about Jack’s story and his ongoing 
fundraising efforts.  

We have also shared the JustGiving link, if you are able to support Jack, please 
follow the link below to donate. 
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Lunchtime -Menu

Friday 9th May 2025

Check out next week’s lunch menu below:

Notre Dame Alumni 
Assemble!
We are reaching out to former Notre 
Dame students to get in touch! We want 
to hear from you, where you are now, 
what you’re up to to inspire our current 
student body and show them where their 
education can lead! We are asking 
parents and carers to reach out - you 
may be a former Notre Dame student 
yourself, have older children who studied 
with us or know friends or family 
members who once studied with us. 

Admissions 
Consultation
We invite Parents and Carers to review 
proposed updates to our Admissions Policy for 
2026-2027. You can view this on our website 
with full details of how you can provide 
feedback.

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/
year-7-admissions/

Please contact 
lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
with a contact email address to 
become part of our Alumni network!

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/year-7-admissions/
mailto:lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk


July
4th

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Friday 9th May 2025

INSET Day Notice -
Date Change
Can all parents and carers be aware that the scheduled INSET 
day on Friday 4th July 2025 has been changed to Friday 11th 
July 2025

July

11th

Our full list of Term Dates, including INSET days can be found on our 
website here.

Sixth Form Student Bursary
If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or you have a 
household income of under £30,000 your Sixth Form Son/ 
daughter may be entitled to student bursary. 

This money could pay for a huge range of resources that 
will help your son/ daughter to progress in their education. 
This could include a laptop, materials, text books, train 
tickets to Uni Open Days as well as many other things.

If you think your child may be eligible, please contact 
jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

Upcoming Events

• Year 8 Retreat 14th – 16th May
• Sixth Form Leavers Mass – 11th June
• Year 10 Retreat – 11th – 13th June

https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
mailto:jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk


SAFEGUARDING 
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or 
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children 
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside 
Police on 0151 709 6010

Deputy Headteacher :Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding 
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or 
well being these are some of the organisations who are 
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or 
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young 
people who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for 
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without 
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or 
coughing into the phone. This will enable police 
to respond Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr 
helpline) Men’s Advice Line 0808 801 0327 
Worst Kept Secret Helpline Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead and Senior 
Assistant Headteacher -Mrs E Brennan

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
MrI Cameron -Associate Assistant Headteacher

PC P Wood -School Safer Police Officer
Mr A Dixon -Senior Leader for Data and Reporting
Mrs P Shrimpton -Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney - Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay -Assistant Office Manager
Mrs S Styles Y7, Mrs E Garvey Y8 Miss C Lee Y9, 
Miss M Sheard Y10, Mrs S Doran Y11, Mrs J Kildare 
Sixth Form -Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or 
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children 
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside 
Police on 0151 709 6010

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON SOCIAL MEDIA -A GUIDE
Visit this guide here.
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http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
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