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It’s been a busy & fun filled last week before we 
break up for half term!

Our GSCE exams have continued this week across 
a number of different subjects, with exemplary 
behaviour from students and determination to get 
the best grades possible. I strongly encourage 
students to continue their revision throughout the 
half term break so they can excel in their final 
exams after the break.

A number of our students went to see Hamilton in 
the theatre on Tuesday. Miss Hart informed me 
that she was thrilled with the students behaviour 
and said they couldn’t have represented the 
school any better. I know the students had a 
fantastic time and it was heart warming to hear 
how excited they were.

On Wednesday, our kitchen team did a fantastic 
job of preparing a delicious Chinese pop up food 
stall, so students could sample some of the 
exciting new options coming to the menu in the 
future. The students loved the new options with 
really positive reviews and I am looking forward to 
having these new choices on the menu! Our 
students and staff once again showed off their 
skills on Wednesday, with an outdoor Just Dance 
session and it was so great to see so many joining 
in and enjoying themselves!

To finish off, I want to say a huge well done to 
students and staff this last half term. It’s been a 
busy 5 weeks with a lot packed in and everyone 
has a earned a well deserved break. I wish all of our 
students, staff, parents and carers a restful week.
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Hamilton

Year 9 sports leaders had the opportunity to take part in a First Aid course as part of their 
leadership training. They performed CPR and learned how to deal with a range of injuries. The 
students enjoyed the training and are ready to help in an emergency situation.

On Tuesday some Year 9 students 
went to the Empire Theatre to see a 
performance of Hamilton. The 
students received a free programme & 
were treated to a Q&A session after 
the show with some of the cast! 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the 
performance and the students 
represented school brilliantly. 

First Aid
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This term, a group of our Key Stage 3 students 
began participating in a form-time reading 
intervention using Reading Plus, an evidence-
based online programme designed to support 
reading development. The platform effectively 
engages pupils while providing measurable data to 
demonstrate progress. It enhances reading speed, 
fluency, and comprehension, as well as broadening 
vocabulary. We are already seeing excellent 
results, with many students making significant 
improvements in a short period of time with an 
average of 5 months reading age gain in a month.

Reading

On Thursday 22nd May, a selection of students from Year 7 were invited to attend a live author
event run by 'Read for Good' featuring David Walliams. During the session, Walliams delighted
students by reading excerpts from some of his most famous works including ‘Rat Burger’ and
‘Gangster Granny’, complete with character impressions! As well as this, students were given an
insight into what inspires authors like Walliams when it comes to the creation of their characters
and what prompted them to become writers in the first place.

At the end of the event, Walliams promoted his latest book ‘The World’s Worst Superheroes’,
which was released on the day, and offered a glimpse into his new novel’s key characters.

After half term, students will have the opportunity to take part in the 'Read for Good' Readathon
which will aim to raise money for a local children's hospital by encouraging students to pick up a
book or comic in the name of charity. The Readathon will take place from 4th - 18th June!

Reading is crucial for students as it 
underpins success across the curriculum 
and plays a vital role in developing critical 
thinking and communication skills. Strong 
reading habits help students expand their 
vocabulary, improve comprehension, and 
gain a deeper understanding of diverse 
cultures and perspectives. Furthermore, 
reading regularly supports academic 
achievement by enhancing focus, 
imagination, and the ability to interpret 
complex texts.

Congratulations to 
Leona P for reading 
38,496 words, Igor P for 
reading 36,769 and 
Adam K for reading 
28,035 in just 4 weeks. 
Keep up the good 
work!
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Attendance

We are continuing to drive our standards of attendance and punctuality across the academy. 
Students have been given increased information and awareness of the importance of 
attendance and how it correlates to both academic outcomes and future earnings. Majority 
of our students have fantastic attendance and we are continuing to push rewards for these 
students.

Currently we still have 51 
students with 100% 
attendance for the 
academic year. 
Students have been 
rewarded with queue 
jump passes for lunch, 
100% bingo and raffle 
prizes for good 
attendance. There will 
be more attendance 
rewards for students 
and families over this 
academic year and into 
next. Please remember 
we aim for a minimum of 
97% attendance, every 
day counts towards 
their future success.
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A Fond Farewell

On Thursday we bid a fond farewell to Mrs Byrne who has worked here at Notre Dame 
for nearly 23 years. Mrs Byrne has supported many students throughout her time here 
in her role as a food technician. Mrs Byrne celebrated her final day in Notre Dame with 
the staff and the Year 10 food lunchtime group. Everyone at Notre Dame wishes Mrs 
Byrne a long , happy & healthy retirement!
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Lateness Reminders

Food Tasting
We had an exciting opportunity yesterday to taste some potential new lunch dishes! On the 
menu was teriyaki chicken, Korean spiced beef & vegetables. 
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Enrichment at Notre Dame
During the past two terms pupils from Notre Dame Catholic Academy have undertaken 24 
educational visits, including sporting events.

Years 7, 8 and 9 attended a wide variety of educational visits during the term. These included 
pupils in the choir taking part in the SJCMAT Lenten liturgies at SFX, 2 events organised by 
Merseyside Police which supported Personal Development and understanding of Citizenship. 
Pupils also had the opportunity to take part in sporting events including football fixtures, 
badminton coaching sessions and two badminton competitions. Pupils also attended two 
sessions at Liverpool University in sessions ran by Into University and Widening Participation 
and Outreach. Pupils were also guests of Liverpool FC for two Premier League football matches, 
including the historic game against Tottenham when Liverpool won the league.

Years 10 and 11 had the opportunity to attend several activities during the term. This included 
pupils in the choir taking part in the SJCMAT liturgies at SFX. There were several Geography 
fieldwork sessions that took place over the term to inform pupils in preparation for their exams. 
Pupils also had the opportunity to take part in sporting events including a futsal tournament at 
Archbishop Beck. A group of 21 pupils were also taken to the Empire Theatre by the performing 
Arts Department to support their GCSE course by having the opportunity to see their set study 
text performed live in a theatre. Also, 10 year 10 pupils were taken to a Aspire event at St 
George’s Hall for enriching students with potential to attend Oxbridge post 18.
In sixth form history students had the opportunity to visit Parliament, including the Churchill War 
Rooms, and the visit was further enriched as pupils used public transport, including the tube, to 
travel to and around London.

Coming this term!
Visits already being planned this term include rewards trips to Alton Towers and author talks 
being organised by the English Department. In addition, PE are planning to attend several 
competitions this term. Also visits to watch Hamilton in Liverpool, organised by the music 
department and Hamilton in Blackpool, organised by the English department are in the pipeline
Further Enrichment
In addition to these visits, we currently have 22 activities/clubs taking place in school every 
week this upcoming term. These include chess clubs, crochet clubs, eco club and chaplaincy. 
Academic support available in Food, Computing, Business and Computing as well as a wide 
variety of performing arts clubs and sessions. Currently 33% of pupils attend at least 1 club, but 
we want more. Please encourage your children to look at the enrichment timetable included in 
this newsletter and visit one of the clubs they already have an interest in or pop along to try 
something new!
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Movie Club

13:30-14:10

Miss Strain/Mr 

Ashton

Room 53

Movie Club

13:30-14:10

Miss Strain/Mr 

Ashton

Room 53
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Check out next week’s lunch menu below:

Notre Dame Alumni 
Assemble!
We are reaching out to former Notre 
Dame students to get in touch! We want 
to hear from you, where you are now, 
what you’re up to to inspire our current 
student body and show them where their 
education can lead! We are asking 
parents and carers to reach out - you 
may be a former Notre Dame student 
yourself, have older children who studied 
with us or know friends or family 
members who once studied with us. 

Admissions 
Consultation
We invite Parents and Carers to review 
proposed updates to our Admissions Policy for 
2026-2027. You can view this on our website 
with full details of how you can provide 
feedback.

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/
year-7-admissions/

Please contact 
lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
with a contact email address to 
become part of our Alumni network!

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/year-7-admissions/
mailto:lmunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk
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INSET Day Notice -
Date Change
Can all parents and carers be aware that the scheduled INSET 
day on Friday 4th July 2025 has been changed to Friday 11th 
July 2025

July

11th

Our full list of Term Dates, including INSET days can be found on our 
website here.

Sixth Form Student Bursary
If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or you have a 
household income of under £30,000 your Sixth Form Son/ 
daughter may be entitled to student bursary. 

This money could pay for a huge range of resources that 
will help your son/ daughter to progress in their education. 
This could include a laptop, materials, text books, train 
tickets to Uni Open Days as well as many other things.

If you think your child may be eligible, please contact 
jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

Upcoming Events

• Year 8 Retreat 14th – 16th May
• Sixth Form Leavers Mass – 11th June
• Year 10 Retreat – 11th – 13th June

https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
mailto:jkildare@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk


SAFEGUARDING 
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or 
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children 
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside 
Police on 0151 709 6010

Deputy Headteacher :Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding 
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or 
well being these are some of the organisations who are 
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or 
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young 
people who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for 
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without 
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or 
coughing into the phone. This will enable police 
to respond Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr 
helpline) Men’s Advice Line 0808 801 0327 
Worst Kept Secret Helpline Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead and Senior 
Assistant Headteacher -Mrs E Brennan

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
MrI Cameron -Associate Assistant Headteacher

PC P Wood -School Safer Police Officer
Mr A Dixon -Senior Leader for Data and Reporting
Mrs P Shrimpton -Attendance Officer
Mrs K Sweeney - Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay -Assistant Office Manager
Mrs S Styles Y7, Mrs E Garvey Y8 Miss C Lee Y9, 
Miss M Sheard Y10, Mrs S Doran Y11, Mrs J Kildare 
Sixth Form -Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or 
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children 
Social Care Service on 0151 459 2606 or Merseyside 
Police on 0151 709 6010

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON SOCIAL MEDIA -A GUIDE
Visit this guide here.
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http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
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