Friday 12th September 2025

Notre Dame Catholic Academy

Newsletter

Headteacher'smessage:

Ouir first full week back has flown by and | am
thrilled to see how well our students have settled
back into school life and leading by example for
our new year 7s. The students have been brilliant
with their line ups, in particular our year 9 students
who are showing the rest of the school what good
looks like!

Our year 10 students have been sitting their CAT
exams this week and | have had promising reports
from staff on their behaviour and attitude. | am
wishing them all the best as they begin their GCSE
journey.

On Wednesday, a group of our PE students were
taken to watch the World Boxing Championships,
where they watched inspirational, world-class
boxers at the quarter finals! Our students were
brilliant and all have said they had a fantastic time.
A big thank you to our wonderful PE department
for organising and managing the trip and giving our
students this experience.

Finally, a group of our staff gave up their Friday
night last week and took part in the 10km Shine
Walk around Liverpool to raise money for cancer
research. They all did an incredible job and have
raised over £1000 as a team!

Wishing all of our students, parents and carers a
restful weekend.
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Open Evening

k4 Discover how
we open hearts, K4
minds and doors.

Join us for our g 9 n}m i
Open Evening S a strong

e sense of family
and community
in this school.”
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Why Notre Dame?

We are a compassionate Catholic community inspired by
the love of God, the teachings of Jesus Christ and our
Foundress, St Julie Billiart.

Thursday 25th September 2025,
4pm - 6.25pm.

- —

We open our hearts to God's love through a passionate and
relevant Catholic experience

We open minds to new knowledge, ideas, theories, cultures &
experiences, breaking cultural barriers through
curnculum and precise teaching

ppy and fulfiled futures for every

ating social mobility throug!

i Motre Dame . . . . . .
¥ Catholic Academy Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage

Established 1869




Year 7

We are so excited to welcome you to Notre Dame Catholic Academy as you begin your
secondary school journey! Starting Year 7 is a big milestone, and this newsletter is here to
support students and families through the transition with updates, tips, and celebrations.

At St Julie’s, we are inspired by the life and example of St. Julie Billiart, whose vision of
education was rooted in faith, kindness, and service to others. As we begin our Year 7
journey, we are guided by our core values of Courtesy, Confidence, Charity, and
Courage. These values shape the way we learn, grow, and support one another: showing
respect and kindness through courtesy, believing in our own abilities with confidence,
giving generously through charity, and facing new challenges with courage. Together, they
help us to build a caring and ambitious community where every student can flourish

What's Happening This Term

Theatre Trip — Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
Our Year 7 students will have the chance to
experience the magic of live theatre with a trip to see
Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief. This exciting
production brings to life the popular story of
adventure, friendship, and bravery — themes that
connect strongly with our own school values.

Year 7 Retreats

Each Year 7 form will take part in a special retreat day.
This is a chance to step away from the busy school
routine and reflect on faith, friendships, and the
journey ahead. Students will enjoy activities that help
them grow in confidence, build new connections,and | &

explore their spirituality. .
Year 7 Dedication Service

We will gather as a school community to welcome and
bless our new Year 7 students in the Dedication Service.
This important event celebrates the beginning of their
journey at St Julie’s and reminds us all of our shared
values of Courtesy, Confidence, Charity, and Courage.
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Year 7

Transition Tips

Main point of contact in year 7:
Head of Year 7 Miss Wishart

Assistant Head of Year 7 Mr Finch
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This week in photos...
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Boxing
Championships

On Wednesday, Year 10 GCSE PE
students had the chance to watch
the World Boxing Championship at
the M&S Bank Arena

It was a great experience for our
| students, especially as they got
NORLDBOXING ' i to see a boxer from Liverpool

(who trains at the same gym as
some of our students), win and
______ N ST move onto the next round.
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Absence Reporting
Procedures

Please call 0151330 5122 and select OPTION 1. This will direct you to our Attendance Team
OR to leave a voicemail message. When leaving a voicemail message, please ensure you
include your child’s full name, the reason for their absence and how long you expect them
to be absent. Our Attendance Team will access this message directly. If a student is off for
3 consecutive days a home visit will be conducted.

A medical note will be required if your child is absent for an appointment or iliness.

Where possible appointments must be made outside of school hours. If an appointment is
to be made during school hours, a copy of the appointment card must be given to student
services to ensure your child receives the correct register mark. We expect your child to
attend school in the hours around the appointment.

Students are responsible for remembering to leave class, break or lunch for their
appointment. They must tell their head of year if they are intending to leave School that
day for an appointment and show proof where possible. Students must report to student
services and wait to be called once their parent arrives. Tannoys will NOT happen during
teaching hours, as this disturbs the learning across the whole school.

For ease, parents can give their child a note to show their class teacher which will grant
them permission to leave the lesson.
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What's Onin
Performing Arts

Thursday - 8:45am - 9:15am - Orchestra - Mr McHugh & Miss Hart

Friday - 8:45am - 9:15am - Year 7 & 8 Choir - Miss Hart

Lunchtime

Monday - 1:30pm - 2pm - Mr Dodd (Music Area)

Tuesday - 1:30pm - 2pm - Key Stage 3 Music Club - Miss Hart

Wednesday - 1:30pm - 2pm - GCSE Music Performance Club - Miss Hart

Wednesday - 1:30pm - 2pm - GCSE Year 11 Drama Club - Mrs Larkin

Thursday - 1:30pm - 2pm - GCSE Music Composition Club - Miss Hart

After school

Tuesday - 3:15pm - 4:15pm - Academy Chamber Choir - Miss Hart/Mr McHugh

Thursday - 3:15pm - 4:15pm - Drama Club - Mrs Larkin
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Admissions
Consultation

Notre Dame Alumni
Assemble!

We invite Parents and Carers to review
proposed updates to our Admissions Policy for
2026-2027. You can view this on our website
with full details of how you can provide
feedback.

We are reaching out to former Notre
Dame students to get in touch! We want
to hear from you, where you are now,
what you're up to to inspire our current

student body and show them where their

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/
year-7-admissions/

Year 7 Admissions Downloads

'olicies Consultation

education can lead! We are asking
parents and carers to reach out - you
may be a former Notre Dame student
yourself, have older children who st d
with us or know friends or family

members who once studied with

Please contact
Imunro@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

with a contact email address to

Sixth Form Student Bursary

If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or you have a
household income of under £30,000 your Sixth Form Son/
daughter may be entitled to student bursary.

This money could pay for a huge range of resources that
will help your son/ daughter to progress in their education.
This could include a laptop, materials, text books, train
tickets to Uni Open Days as well as many other things.

If you think your child may be eligible, please contact
ao@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

Autumn Term 2025

+ INSET: Monday Ist September
* INSET: Tuesday 2nd September

- Start of Term: Wednesday 3rd September (Year group timings below)

Year 7 must arrive at school before the bell at 8.40am / Year 11,12 and 13 to arrive at 10.30am / Year 8, 9
and 10 to arrive at 11.30am for the first day of term only. The usual time of 8.40am for all students will

resume from Thursday 4th September 2025.

= INSET: Friday 26th September

- Half term: Monday 27th — Friday 31st October
« Students return on Monday 3rd November

« INSET: Friday 14th November

+ INSET: Friday 28th November

* End of Term: Friday 19th December

- Christmas break: Monday 222nd December — Friday 2nd January

Our full list of Term Dates,
including INSET days can
be found on our website

become part of our Alumni networ

Reminder:

An email was sent this week
regarding the upcoming price
changes for school meals. Please
contact the school office with an
email address if you did not receive
this message

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage
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If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children
Social Care Service on 0151459 2606 or Merseyside
Police on 0151709 6010

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Children
Social Care Service on 0151459 2606 or Merseyside
Police on 0151709 6010

IMPORTANT CONTACTS

If you currently need support for your mental health or
well being these are some of the organisations who are
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK
03444775774 (Helpline)
075374160905 (Text)

Childline
0800 111 (Free 24 hr helpline)

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another)
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text)

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s)
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX)

Young Minds
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline)
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM)

Young Stonewall Information & support for young
people who identify as LGBTQ
0800 050 2020

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk
116 123 (Call)

Bullybusters
0800 169 6928
Please refer to the school website for further contact

REPORTING ANISSUE ONSOCIALMEDIA -A GUIDE
Visit this guide here.

Friday 12th September 2025

CRISIS DROP-IN'S

Across 3 Community Hubs

Wo can support you through times of crisis

+ STRUGGLING WITH YOUR MENTAL KEALTHY
* YOU Of YOUR CHILD ARE IN A CRISIST

+ FLELING LOWELY & ISOLATIOY
* NEED A LISTENING LART
* MELD A SAFE SPACEY

—————

DOMISTICABUSEVIOLENCE

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or
coughing into the phone. This will enable police
to respond Women's Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr
helpline) Men's Advice Line 0808 801 0327
Worst Kept Secret Helpline Merseyside

The Safcguarding
Team

Headteacher: Mrs V Taylor
Deputy Headteacher Mrs K Thomas

Designated Safeguarding Lead and Senior
Assistant Headteacher - Mrs E Brennan

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mr | Cameron - Associate Assistant Headteacher

PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer

Mr A Dixon - Senior Leader for Data and Reporting
Mrs P Shrimpton - Attendance Officer

Mrs K Sweeney - Special Educational Needs

Mrs S McKay - Assistant Office Manager

Mrs S Styles Y7, Mrs E Garvey Y8 Miss C Lee Y9,
Miss M Sheard Y10, Mrs S Doran YT, Mrs J Kildare
Sixth Form - Pastoral Assistant Heads of Year

www.notredameliverpoolcom/safeguarding/
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