Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

Year 11 Exam
Success Evening — 15t
October 2025, 5pm

“Excellence is a habit: we are what we
repeatedly do.”
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Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

Aims of tonight’s
session:

1. To reinforce the importance of academic achievement in
Year 11.

2. To outline the schedule of assessment.

3. To provide information on how students can revise
effectively.

4. To support parents and children with access to revision
resources and ways parents can support children.
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Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

Year 11 Useful Contacts:

* Head of Year: Mrs Smith (English)
* Assistant Head of Year: Miss Lee
* Form Tutors: Miss Hargreaves (maths) 11 Dorothy
Miss Lowe (English) 11 Eileen
Mrs Tierney (Head of Science) 11 Francoise
Mr Sweeney (science) 11 Julie
Mrs Powell (art) 11 Mary Ann
Miss Williams (DT) 11 Patricia

Mrs Dower (maths) 11 Thomas

‘:}i, & Notre Dame
Catholic Academy
3 Established 1869

* SLT Support: Mrs K
Thomas

e Exams Officer: Mrs L
Munro

e SENDCO: Mrs Williams,
Assistant SENDCO: Mrs K

Sweeney



Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

Why GCSEs are important:

Key qualifications — GCSEs are recognised by employers, colleges, and sixth forms as the first set of major exam
results for young people.

Pathway to the future — Results can determine which courses or apprenticeships students can apply for after
Year 11. Many post-16 providers ask for specific GCSE grades, especially in English and Maths.

Foundation for further study — GCSEs prepare students for A-levels, BTECs, apprenticeships, or vocational
training by building essential knowledge and skills.

Employability — Most employers look at GCSE results when recruiting, particularly for core subjects. Good
grades can make a young person’s CV stand out.

Life skills — Beyond exams, preparing for GCSEs teaches time management, resilience, and independence —
skills that are valuable in all areas of life.

Confidence and choices — Achieving their best at GCSE gives students more options for the future and helps
them feel confident moving on to the next stage.
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KS4 is a 2 year
process, building
towards the main

. . . We are herel GCSE Exams —
examination season in May 2026
Year 1 1 . All GCSE content will

. be taught by
Most subjects are February 2026 -5

months away

assessed at the end of
the two years.
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Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

When are the Year 11 Mocks (Pre-Public Examinations)?

The first set of mocks are five weeks from now.

1. PPE 1 begin on Monday 3™ November to Thursday 13t November 2025 — 75% of
course content — half term is the week before the mocks. Reports will be sent out to
parents before Parents’ Evening which is Thursday 27" November (3.25pm to

6.25pm)

2. PPE 2 begin on Tuesday 24" February to Friday 6th March 2026 — 100% of course
content — half term is the week before the mocks. Reports to parents will follow.

External GCSE Exams begin on Monday 5" May 2026
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Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

How we will support your child prior to mocks and the public examinations:

Facing a Challenge Tt\e Lea Mi ng P'.t Successful Learning

You may feel anxious, You should feel

scared or excited. excitement and pride.

Deep Learning > —
You may lear a sense of =t Bl )
? .)I understand (t 'nOw(
collaboration and N
K s
concentration, > 8
T Let's work Yo
> &

-
| think 'm

(1 think | know ) & {]| Sgetting it
> | neea -

\_ the answer J
— f il

o™ i

d -
{  This is not as
| easy as | thought

- -
e

Our learning behaviours help us develop a growth mindset

and become active learners!
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eHigh quality teaching in all lessons, with regular, low-
stakes assessment during lessons.

*Clear and constructive feedback from teachers.
ePastoral support for students’ well-being.

eExpert advice and support during revision sessions.
Sessions take place after school throughout the academic
year — this has already started.

e Topic lists and exam question lists are published prior to
the mocks. Revision materials will be provided.
eStudents are supported in knowing their current
progress and their target grade.

*Regular contact with parents/carers.

*SEND support.

e Careers support and information for all. 1-2-1 careers
interviews for students.
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How you can support your child:

* Review the end of year report. How many grades do they need to improve by?
* Help your son/daughter get organised — make a daily plan and stick to it!

* Plan realistic revision time and down time — little and often.

* Encourage and take part in self-assessment, e.g. online quizzes.

* Arrange a quiet space and remove distractions.

* Check the school website for revision sessions during term time and during
holidays.

* Keep in contact with school.
* Ensure your child attends school regularly.
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Technology for Learning:

Students can find a lot of GCSE

revision online. \! SENECA
NI =i
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Technology that
doesn’t help us
learn:

 Gaming is the biggest distraction
followed by browsing on mobile
phones and social media.

e Please support your child by limiting
distractions.
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Attendance Matters = A =

Excellent

Research shows that a consistent loss of 5% (the

equivalent 2 weeks througl;out the school year) will o

downgrade GCSE results by 1 Grade. M;SSfm: ;W:k
could fall behind

Students are expected to independently catch up any

work missed through absence. Persistent absence 2 daysoff per month |

Eﬁqngéy holidays can only be taken during school holiday T

Taking holidays in term time could seriously impact
results as much as any other absence.

STy

5 days off per month
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When it is all over we - _
will celebrate on S
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Wednesday 17" June
2026:
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Class of 2026:
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Tonight’s
SESSiOnS: the sessions will be run by

the Heads of English, maths, science and Religious Studies

Please look at the letter on the pack you
have been given and go to these locations:

Ly Y e — K Sands DST V Crosslind 53
Group A 5:20 pm Group B 5:20 pm
Group B blue —Mr Cameron Group B 5:40 pm Group A 5:40pm
Group C peach —Mr McHugh Group C 6:00 pm Group D 6:00pm
Group D yellow-Mrs Serrels Group D 6:15pm Group C 6:15pm
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R Hollis 34
Group € 5:20pm

Group D 5:40pm
Group A 6:00pm
Group B 6:15 pm

C Tierney 35

Group D 5:20 pm
Group C 5:40 pm
Group B 6:00 pm
Group A 6:15pm
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