
We started our week with the celebration of Feast Day. This is a hugely significant
day in our calendar, celebrating our founder, St Julie, who dedicated her life to
educating children and revealing God’s goodness through kindness and simplicity.
Our students spent the day learning about St Julie and the values she instilled in
our Academy, and marked 222 years of the Sisters of Notre Dame and 222 years
of Notre Dame education.

We had year 10 parent's evening on Thursday and I was thrilled to see so many of
our wonderful families attend. There was so much to celebrate and many of our
students received excellent feedback from their teachers on what has been a
strong start to their GCSE years. I look forward to watching their continued
progress throughout this year and next!

On Friday, our year 9 and 10 students were given a fantastic opportunity to attend
a performance of Eve's Story by Liverpool's Royal Court theatre. This thought-
provoking play highlights issues such as gun and gang crime that are faced by
young people, making it an important and moving play for our students to see and
engage with. The play aims to encourage open and honest conversations as well
as open the eyes of young people who may face similar dilemmas themselves. I
was so pleased to see our students watching and engaging respectfully.

Finally, a reminder that next week we are hosting our year 7 and 8 disco on
Wednesday. All students will be welcome to join us for a fun filled evening of
games, just dance and karaoke.
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PSHE Update: Financial Education Across All Year Groups

This term in PSHE, students across Years 7–13 are continuing their structured programme of
financial education, designed to build confident, informed and responsible adults. The
curriculum is carefully sequenced so that key financial concepts are revisited and developed in
an age-appropriate way as students progress through school.

Currently, all year groups are focusing on Session 4 of their finance module. Topics include
understanding inflation (Year 7), using bank cards safely (Year 8), online gaming and financial
risks (Year 9), rights at work and the gig economy (Year 10), investing (Year 11), cryptocurrency
and financial wellbeing (Year 12), and pensions and long-term financial planning (Year 13). These
sessions link real-world financial knowledge with personal responsibility, safety, and future
planning.

Throughout the year, students also take part in decision-making activities such as budgeting
challenges, debates, and scenario-based tasks to help them apply their learning to realistic
situations. Our aim is to ensure every student leaves school with the financial literacy,
confidence, and critical thinking skills needed to manage money wisely, understand risk, and
make informed choices in adulthood.

Parents and carers can support this learning by talking with students about budgeting, saving,
and everyday financial decisions at home. Further updates will be shared as students move
through each unit of work in PSHE.
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We are incredibly excited about the new year ahead for our fantastic Year 7. Mr Finch and Mr
Alazor, our new Assistant Head of Year 7,  are very excited to be working together on the Year 7
pastoral team. Together, they are passionate about supporting our students as they continue
to settle into secondary school life, grow in confidence, and make the most of every
opportunity available to them.

This year, we have high aspirations for Year 7. One of our key focuses will be attendance, with
the clear ambition of becoming the best year group for attendance across the school. We
know that excellent attendance goes hand in hand with strong progress, positive relationships,
and achievement, and we are confident that Year 7 can rise to this challenge and achieve more
than ever before.

We are also pleased to introduce Miss Lowe as Year 7’s new Progress Lead. Miss Lowe has
already made a fantastic start, working closely with students and staff to identify how every
child in Year 7 can reach their full potential. Her dedication, insight, and commitment to
supporting progress are already having a positive impact.

We are very proud of our Year 7 students and look forward to a successful, rewarding, and
exciting year ahead as we work together to help them thrive.
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Year 7

We are hosting a Year 7 & 8 fun
event on Wednesday 11th February

2026 at 6pm - 8pm. Please see
the flyer for more details. 

You can confirm your childs
attendance to the event through

arbor, in the ‘trips’ section. 



What are we studying?

Year 7 are currently studying Mansa Musa and Medieval Mali. 

Year 8 are currently studying the British Empire linking to extracts from the
book ‘Empireland’ 

Year 9 are currently studying 1920s America including prohibition and the rise
of Hollywood. 

Year 10 are currently studying Unit 2 of the Edexcel GCSE specification -
Elizabethan England including the challenges to Elizabeth. 

Year 11 are curretnly studying the American West unit - including the rise of
crimes in the West and the treatment of the Indigenous Peoples of the Plains. 
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History

Subheading

Exam Dates 
GCSE
 
Paper 1: Thematic study and historic
environment Friday 15  May - Morning
- 1h 20m 

th

Paper 2: Period study and British depth
study - Thursday 4  June - Morning -
1h 30m 

th

Paper 3: Modern depth study -
Tuesday 9  June - Afternoon - 1h 30mth

Ask a historian! 

Have any questions
about history? Please
get in touch with any
members of the history
department.
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Geography
KS3 students are getting ready for their Unit 3 Checkpoint Assessments, building on the
powerful knowledge and skills taught through the curriculum. 

Year 7 – Resources and Trade: students are exploring how the world’s resources are
unevenly distributed and why trade matters, helping them understand everyday
products and global connections.

Year 8 – Endless Energy: students are investigating different energy sources, weighing up
their benefits and challenges, and considering how energy choices shape our future.

Year 9 – The Global Economy: students are developing a deeper understanding of how
countries are linked through trade, development, and economic decision-making.

Students should be revisiting key knowledge, practising geographical thinking, and using lesson resources
to prepare confidently for their assessments.

A reminder for Year 11 students that Geography revision sessions take place every Wednesday lunchtime in
Mrs McNulty’s room. These sessions are an excellent opportunity to strengthen exam technique, revisit key
topics, and get personalised support — all students are warmly encouraged to attend.
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We would like to take this opportunity to inform you that when carrying out home visits,
members of staff from Notre Dame Catholic Academy will wear a body-worn camera, clearly
visible on their clothing. This is solely to support the safety and wellbeing of everyone involved,
including lone working and is not intended to be intrusive in any way.

Any recording made is used, only if needed, to ensure appropriate support or to clarify an
incident. In the vast majority of cases, no footage is retained, and recordings are securely
deleted as soon as the member of staff returns to school. Footage would only be kept if an
incident occurred that required further investigation.

We are grateful for your understanding and cooperation and appreciate the trust you place in
us when welcoming our staff into your homes.

With kind regards,

Notre Dame Catholic Academy

Body-Worn Cameras During Home Visits – Frequently Asked Questions

Why are body-worn cameras used?
Body-worn cameras are used solely to support the safety and wellbeing of both families and staff during
home visits. They are a precautionary measure.
When will a camera be used?
Cameras will be worn during home visits, activated before approaching the door of the house and stopped
when the staff member returns to their vehicle.
What happens to the recordings?
In almost all cases, recordings are securely deleted as soon as the member of staff returns to school. Footage
is only retained if an incident occurs that requires further clarification or investigation.
Who can access the footage?
Access is strictly limited to authorised senior staff and only where there is a clear and appropriate reason to
do so.
Will this affect my family’s privacy?
We are committed to respecting the privacy and dignity of all families. Cameras are used sensitively and
proportionately, in line with data protection legislation.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school — we are always happy to
discuss this with you.

Notice
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Day

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Football

Gymnastics

Rock Band Practise

Coding Club

Horrible Histories

Darts

Spanish Revision

Football

Chamber Choir

Music Club

Coding Club

Activity Time

Games Club

GCSE Performance Club

Year 11 GCSE Drama club

Orchestra

Year 11 Science Revision

Sparx Science Homework club

Art Club

Drama Club

Year 11 Revision

Choir

Horrible Histories

3.20pm-4.30pm

Year Group

Year 7

Who? Where?

Mr Jones & Miss McCullough Lower canteen

Years 7-113.20pm-4.30pm Mrs Morrin Sports Hall

Lunchtime Years 7 & 8 Mrs Hambleton Rock Room

3.20pm-4pm Year 10 Mrs Shaw Room 95

Lunch (Week B) Room 43Mrs CavanaghYears 7 & 8

3.20pm - 4pm Years 7-11 Mr Dixon Upper canteen

Year 8 & 93.20pm-4.30pm Mr Jones & Miss McCullough Lower canteen

3.20pm-4.30pm Years 8-13 Miss Hart & Mr McHugh Music Room 1

Lunchtime Years 7, 8 & 9 Miss Hart Music Room 1

3.20pm-4pm Year 11 Mrs Shaw Room 95

Dance Club

STEM Club (Invite only)

3.20pm-4pm Years 7 - 13 Miss Gabbitas Dorothy Stang

Lunchtime Years 7 - 10 Miss Strain Room 53

Lunchtime Years 10 - 11 Miss Hart Music Area

Lunchtime Years 7 - 10 Mrs Larkin Dorothy Stang

8.15am Years 7 - 13 Mr McHugh & Miss Hart Music Room 1

3.20pm-4.15pm Year 11 Mrs Tierney & Miss Rimmer Lab 86 & Lab 88

3.20pm-4pm Year 7 - 10 Miss Nolan & Mrs Martin Room 83

3.20pm-4.30pm Years 7 - 13 Room 111

3.20pm-4.30pm Years 7 - 11 Mrs Larkin Dorothy Stang

3.20pm-4.30pm Year 11 Miss Crosslind Room 67

8.15am
Years 7 & 8 Miss Hart Music Room 1

Lunch Years 7 & 8 Miss Cavanagh Room 43

3.20pm-4pm Selected students Mrs Tierney, Miss Rimmer/ Miss Young Lab 86

Enrichment

3.20pm - 4pm 3.20pm - 4pm Miss Del Real Room 78
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OUR FULL LIST OF TERM DATES,
INCLUDING INSET DAYS CAN
BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE

HERE.
Parent Code of Conduct
Please take time to familiarise
yourselves with our parental
code of conduct which can be
found here 

https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2025/07/DRAFT-NDCA-Parent-Code-of-Conduct-25-26.pdf


SAFEGUARDING
UPDATES

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline
on 0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

Deputy Headteacher 
Mrs E Brennan & Mrs K Thomas

The Safeguarding
Team

www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/

If you currently need support for your mental health or
well being these are some of the organisations who are
happy to listen and help:

Anxiety UK 
03444775774 (Helpline) 
075374160905 (Text) 

Childline 
0800 1111 (Free 24 hr helpline) 

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another) 
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text) 

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s) 
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX) 

Young Minds 
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline) 
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM) 

Young Stonewall Information & support for young
people who identify as LGBTQ 
0800 050 2020 

Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk 
116 123 (Call) 

Bullybusters 
0800 169 6928 
Please refer to the school website for further contact

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or coughing
into the phone. This will enable police to respond
Women’s Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr helpline) Men’s
Advice Line 0808 801 0327 Worst Kept Secret
Helpline Merseyside

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

Designated Safeguarding Lead - Mrs E Brennan

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Miss S Styles 
Mrs K Hawke

PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer
Mrs J WIlliams -  Special Educational Needs
Mrs S McKay - Assistant Office Manager
Head and Assistant Heads of Year

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline
on 0151 233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON SOCIAL
MEDIA - A GUIDE

Visit this guide here.
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Headteacher: Mrs V Taylor

http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
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