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Headteachersmessage:

This week has been a wonderful blend of reflection, creativity and
learning across our school community.

Our assemblies focused on the incredibly important topic of
Violence Against Women and Girls. These sessions encouraged our
students to think deeply about respect, empathy and the role each
of us plays in challenging harmful behaviours and promoting safety
for all. | am proud of the maturity and sensitivity shown by our pupils
throughout.

Lunchtimes have been brightened by our lively karaoke sessions,
giving students the chance to show off their singing skills. A heartfelt
thank you to Miss Hart and Mr Barlowe for their enthusiasm and
humour, particularly their fantastic duets!

Our Sixth Form Criminology students had an enriching opportunity to

visit the Crown and Magistrates Court this week. This visit formed an INTI—IISISS[JE

integral part of their Criminology and Sociology curriculum, giving
them valuable insight into the legal system and real-world

applications of their studies. Their engagement and thoughtful HEADTEACHER'S

questions were a credit to our school. A big thank you to Mrs Collins MESSAGE (P 'I)

for arranging this trip. SAFEGUARDING

Finally, | wanted to note the first day of spring, a season filled with (P2—P3)

renewal, hope and new beginnings. It's been lovely to see the lighter SCHOOL LIFE

days and sunshine lift everyone’s spirits as we approach our final _

torm. NEWS (P4- 8)
ENRICHMENT (P9)

Looking ahead, next week promises to be equally busy and exciting. SAFEGUARDING

We will be hosting our Year 8 Parents’ Evening and Year 11 mock
results night. We will also be holding the annual Spring Concert on
Tuesday and | look forward to seeing many of you there to support
our talented students. We are also really looking forward to the
Celebration Mass at Liverpool Cathedral, honouring an incredible
milestone, 175 years of Notre Dame in Liverpool. This is a moment of
great pride, connecting our current community with the rich history
and values that have shaped generations before us.

A final reminder that we will finish early next Friday 27th March for
the final day of term. Students will finish at 12.45pm.

(P1I0O-PT)

MRS TAYLOR

HEADTEACHER

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our school and |

wish all of our students, carers and staff a blessed weekend.
ST s Notre Dame
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By SPOTLIGHT ON SAFEGUARDING g

WORKING TOGETHER TO KEEP OUR YOUNG PEOPLE SAFE

Secondary | March 2026 In this issue: The law on Al images | Conversations about carrying knives

New law on Al-generated indecent images: What parents/carers need to know

A new UK law has come into effect making it illegal to create or request the creation of non-
consensual (without consent) intimate images using artificial intelligence (Al). This includes images
that show individuals in sexualised or nude scenarios without their consent, even if the images are
entirely fake. The law specifically targets Al-generated content that could be used to harass, bully
or exploit individuals, including children.

Why this matters for parents and carers

Today, Al tools are easily accessible for children and there is a growing risk that young people
might misuse these technologies to create inappropriate images as pranks or forms of
cyberbullying. This can have severe emotional impact on victims and legal consequences for those
using the tools. It's crucial for parents and carers to understand these risks and communicate
effectively with their children about the responsible use of technology.

It’s important to recognise that Al-generated images don’t have to be sexual to cause real harm.

Some young people have used Al to create fake images of others in embarrassing or upsetting
situations, for example, making it look like someone is crying, failing at something or behaving in a
way that could damage their reputation. Even if the image is obviously fake, it can still spread
quickly and lead to humiliation, anxiety and social isolation. The emotional impact can be very
serious.

Parents and carers should talk to their child about the wider risks of misusing Al, not just the legal

side but also how it can hurt people. Encourage your them to think about how they treat others
online and to speak to you or a trusted adult if they see or experience image-based bullying.
Remind them that creating or sharing fake images to mock or upset someone is not harmless; it can
have lasting consequences for everyone involved.
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Create a safe space for your child Explain that creating or sharing non-

e A i
to talk about their online activities. ‘\“\“ﬁ ‘n vo"n c::ll 0 consensual intimate images, even if

Discuss the impact of using Al generated by Al, is illegal and can lead

images on others. i - to serious consequences.
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ENCOURAGE EMPATHY ' S
SET CLEAR BOUNDARIES AND RESPECT § HIGHLIGHT THE EMOTIONAL
AND EXPECTATIONS |

MPACT

Discuss how such actions can harm
others emotionally and socially, and
how they can have long-term effects.

Promote empathy and respect for
Establish rules around the use of others, emphasising that online
technology and the internet. Make sure actions have real-world
your child understands the importance consequences,
of using Al tools responsibly.
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Supporting young people in the community: Conversations around carrying knives
Many parents and carers are worried about pressures young people face outside school,
including exposure to knife crime, peer pressure to carry weapons and feeling unsafe in

their local area. While not every young person is directly affected, many will hear about it
through friends, social media or local news. Knowing how to support your child can make
a real difference to the choices they make and how safe they feel.

Understanding why some young people carry

knives

Young people rarely carry knives because they
want to hurt someone. More often, it is linked

to:
fear of being attacked

pressure from peers or older young people
wanting to feel respected or protected
exposure to violence online or locally
feeling disconnected from school or

community.

How parents can start conversations

Try to make conversations calm and

curious rather than confrontational.
You could:

ask how safe they feel travelling
to and from school

talk about news stories in a
neutral way

ask what young people at school
say about safety

listen fully before responding.

Understanding these reasons can help
parents/carers focus on support rather than

punishment or blame.

Helping children hano
peer pressure
You can help your child
practise:
JWways to say no without
losing face
*how to leave situations
Jsafely
who to call if they feel
*unsafe

planning safe routes

and travel with friends.
It can help to agree ‘exit
plans’, for example, a code

word they can text if they
want you to call them

Building protective factors

at home
Young people are less likely
to get involved in risky
situations when they:

feel listened to and

taken seriously

have trusted adults they
can talk to

feel connected to

school, clubs, sports or
hobbies

have clear but fair

boundaries
know how to get help
safely.

If you are worried your child may be carrying a knife
e Focus first on safety and understanding why
e Seek support from school or local services early.

©The Enlightened Practitioner

Looking for signs a child
may need extra support

Possible signs include:

e sudden changes
in friends becoming

« Secretive about where
they go

new expensive _
items with no explanatio

o iINCreased anxiety
about leaving the
house

. talking about needing
protection.

These signs do not always
mean something serious is
happening but they are
worth gently exploring.

TheEnlightened Parent  § L



Business and Health

Students in years' 12 and 13 Business and Health were celebrating their exam successes
from the January modular examinations.

Two students in business, Naomi and Warren both achieved maximum marks'in the
business examinations, achieving 100% in their Finance and Leadership and
Management units.

Whilst in Health one student, Hanna, achieved 85% on her Anatomy and Physiology unit.

Everyone in year 12 and 13 worked hard to achieve their amazing results, proving that
hard work pays off - Well done!

Upcoming events: N()tices

25th March - Year 11 mock results evening
26" March - Parents evening Year 8
Friday 27" March - last day of the Spring Term
School will finish at 12:45 pm for students
Lessons 1- 3 will be as normal
Lesson 4 will be with form tutors
If students have pre-booked taxis via Liverpool Local Authority these will be re-arranged
for the earlier pick up.
Parents evenings are an opportunity to come to school and speak to subject teachers. If you
would like to attend at a quieter time, we recommend arriving from 5.30pm.
There will also be a quiet room available with sensory items.

Now that our Year 11 students have completed their PPE2 (Pre Public Examinations) examinations, | want to
take this opportunity to thank them for their hard work, focus and resilience over the past few weeks. They
have conducted themselves exceptionally well, and we are very proud of the maturity they have shown.

Year Tl students will be receiving their mock results on Wednesday 25th March 2026, from 3:30pm—4:30pm.
During this event, students will receive their PPE2 results and members of staff will be available throughout
the session to offer advice, guidance and support as students begin the final stretch towards their summer
examinations. You are welcome to attend to collect the results with the students.

As we move closer to the exam period, a full programme of intervention sessions and additional support will
be on offer. We encourage you to support your son/daughter in attending these opportunities to help secure

the best possible outcomes.

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support.

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage




Pi Day

We celebrated Pi day in school - looking at the history of Pi, eating Pi
cookies and pie!

Saturday was the 14th March.

March is the 3rd Month.

We write this as 14/3 however in other
countries around the world it is written as

3.14

What is Pi?

Pi (1) is the ratio of a circle’s circumference to its diameter. Pi is a constant number,
meaning that for all circles of any size, Pi will be the same.

Symbol for Pi

The symbol (Greek letter “ni") was first used in
1706 by William Jones.

A 'p’ was chosen for ‘perimeter’ of circles, and
the use of m became popular after it was
adopted by the Swiss mathematician Leonhard
Euler in 1737

The knowledge of Pi being close to three
dates back to the Bible (950BC) in 1Kings
7:23.

In approximately 250BC, the
mathematician Archimedes used polygons
with many sides to approximate circles
and determined that Pi was approximately

Motre Dame
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Absence Reporting
Procedures

Please call 0151 330 5122 and select OPTION 1. This will direct you to our Attendance Team
OR to leave a voicemail message. When leaving a voicemail message, please ensure you
include your child’s full name, the reason for their absence and how long you expect them
to be absent. Our Attendance Team will access this message directly. If a student is off for
3 consecutive days a home visit will be conducted.

A medical note will be required if your child is absent for an appointment or iliness.

Where possible appointments must be made outside of school hours. If an appointment is
to be made during school hours, a copy of the appointment card must be given to student
services to ensure your child receives the correct register mark. We expect your child to
attend school in the hours around the appointment.

Students are responsible for remembering to leave class, break or lunch for their
appointment. They must tell their head of year if they are intending to leave School that
day for an appointment and show proof where possible. Students must report to student
services and wait to be called once their parent arrives. Tannoys will NOT happen during
teaching hours, as this disturbs the learning across the whole school.

For ease, parents can give their child a note to show their class teacher which will grant
them permission to leave the lesson.

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage




Activity

Time

?
Day Year Group Who? Where?
Football 320pm-4.30pm Year 7 Mr Jones & Miss McCullough Lower canteen
Gymnastics 3.20pm-4.30pm Years 7-11 Mrs Morrin Sports Hall
Rock Band Practise Lunchtime Years7 &8 Mrs Hambleton Rock Room
Monday Coding Club 3.20pm-4pm Year 10 Mrs Shaw Room 95
Horrible Histories Lunch (Week B) Years 7 &8 Mrs Cavanagh Room 43
Darts 3.20pm - 4pm Years 7-11 Mr Dixon Upper canteen
Spanish Revision 3.20pm - 4pm 3.20pm - 4pm Miss Del Real Room 78
Football 3.20pm-4.30pm Year 8 &9 Mr Jones & Miss McCullough Lower canteen
Chamber Choir 3.20pm-4.30pm Years 8-13 Miss Hart & Mr McHugh Music Room 1
Music Club Wbt Years 7,8 &9 Miss Hart Music Room 1
Tuesday
Coding Club 3.20pm-4pm Year 11 Mrs Shaw Room 95
Dance Club 3.20pm-4pm Years 7 -13 Miss Gabbitas Dorothy Stang
STEM Club (Invite only) 3.20pm-4pm Selected students Mrs Tierney, Miss Rimmer/ Miss Young Lab 86
Games Club Lunchtime Years 7 - 10 Miss Strain Roomies
GCSE Performance Club Lunchtime Years 10 - 11 Miss Hart Music Area
Wednesday
Year 11 GCSE Drama club Lunchtime Years 7-10 Mrs Larkin Dorothy Stang
Orchestra 8.15am Years 7 -13 Mr McHugh & Miss Hart Music Room 1
Year 11 Science Revision
3.20pm-4.15pm Year 11 Mrs Tierney & Miss Rimmer Lab 86 & Lab 88
Sparx Science Homework club 320pm-dpm Year 7 -10 Miss Nolan & Mrs Martin Room 83
Thursday
ArtClub, 320pm-4.30pm Years 7 -13 Room 111
Drama Club 3.20pm-4.30pm Years 7 - 11 Mrs Larkin Dorothy Stang
YaarilBevision 3.20pm-4.30pm Year i Miss Crosslind Room 67
Choir 815em WEOYEL Miss Hart Music Room 1
Friday
Horrible Histories Lunch Years 7 &8 Miss Cavanagh Room 43




Admissions Notre Dame Alumni
Consultation Assemble!

We invite Parents and Carers to review
proposed updates to our Admissions Policy for We are reaching out to former Notre
2026-2027. You can view this on our website Dame students to get in touch! We want

with full details of how you can provide to hear from you, where you are now,
feedback. what you're up to to inspire our current

student body and show them where their

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/ education can lead! We are asking

year-7-admissions/ parents and carers to reach out - you
may be a former Notre Dame student

yourself, have older children who studied
with us or know friends or family
members who once studied with us.

Year 7 Admissions Downloads

Sixth Form Student Bursary

If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or you have a
household income of under £30,000 your Sixth Form Son/
daughter may be entitled to student bursary.

This money could pay for a huge range of resources that
will help your son/ daughter to progress in their education.
This could include a laptop, materials, text books, train

tickets to Uni Open Days as well as many other things. F
 J—

If you think your child may be eligible, please contact
ao@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

Spring Term 2026

OUR FULL LIST OF TERM DATES,

BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE
= Start of Term: Tuesday 6th January HERE.

« Half term: Monday 16th to Friday 20th February

- INSET: Monday 23rd February Please take time to familiarise
yourselves with our parental

code of conduct which can be
Er'ld Of TErm: Frida‘y 27th Mai’ch found here

Students return on Tuesday 24th February

« [Easter break: Monday 30th March - Friday 10th April

* [Easter bank holidays — Friday 3rd April and Monday 6th April HONESTY

Motre Dame

Catholic Academy Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage



https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2025/07/DRAFT-NDCA-Parent-Code-of-Conduct-25-26.pdf

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline
on 0151233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010 Across 3 Community Hubs

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline
on 0151233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151709 6010

IMPORTANT CONTACTS W can support you through times of criss

Y00 R YOUR LD AN DMA CAZBRT
If you currently need support for your mental health or S i AR
* WOID & BAFE BPACKE?

well being these are some of the organisations who are e
happy to listen and help:

Wil

. Childline - www.childline.org.uk
Anxiety UK e i il B s o i

03444775774 (Helpline)
075374160905 (Text)

Childline
0800 111 (Free 24 hr helpline)

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another)
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text)

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or coughing
into the phone. This will enable police to respond
Women's Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr helpline) Men
Advice Line 0808 8010327 Worst Kept Secret
Helpline Merseyside

The Safeguarding
Young Stonewall Information & support for young Team

people who identify as LGBTQ
0800 050 2020 Headteacher. Mrs V Taylor

Deputy Headteacher

. Mrs E Brennan & Mrs K Thomas
Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk
116 123 (Call) Designated Safeguarding Lead - Mrs E Brennan

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s)
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX)

Young Minds
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline)
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Bullybusters miSSKS HStyIEs
0800 169 6928 refiawike

Please refer to the school website for further contact PC H Davies - School Safer Police Officer
Mrs J Williams - Special Educational Needs

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON SOCIAL Mrs S McKay - Assistant Office Manager
MEDIA - A GUIDE Head and Assistant Heads of Year

Visit this guide here.

www.notredameliverpoolcom/safeguarding/

Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage



http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
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