Friday 27th February 2026

Notre Dame Catholic Academy

Newsletter

Headteacher smessage:

We had a busy 4 days this week, and | want to start by saying a big
well done to the year 1l students, who were completing mock exams
in various subjects throughout the week in preparation for their
upcoming GCSEs. | would also like to share some fantastic news
regarding two of our 6th form students who completed external
exams in January. Both students received full marks on their exams
(100/100) which is outstanding! | am so pleased for them, and this is a
shining example of the hard work and dedication we aspire to for all
students! Well done Warren and Naomi!

From Monday, we will be collecting donations for the local food bank

as part of Lent. We have shared a calendar in this newsletter with INTI—IIS ISS[jE
some suggestions but please feel free to bring any suitable donations

you think will be suitable. HEADTEACHERS
MESSAGE (P1)

We hosted the first “Talking Teens” afternoon tea session this week SAFEGUARDING

and it was great to catch up with parents and carers to provide (P2—P3)

support and guidance around the issues that can arise when bringing SCHOOL LIFE

up teenagers. This was the first in a series of sessions that we will be NEWS (P4- 6)

hosting over the next couple of months and we would warmly invite ENRICHMENT (P7)

guardians to attend if they feel theyd benefit from the sessions. Thank SAFEGUARDING
you to our wonderful Safeguarding team for faciliatating this. (P13)

Our Year 11 students had a brilliant trip to the theatre on Thursday,
where they went to watch the highly commended "Woman in Black'
play. Staff on the trip commmented on how brilliant the students were
and said they were all really engaged, with everyone thoroughly
enjoying themselves. The students have been studying this play as
part of their course, and the theatre brought it to life for them ahead of
their exams. Thanks to our wonderful drama team for organising the

MRS TAYLOR

HEADTEACHER

o
=14 Notre Dame

W Cotholic Academy Charity, Courtesy, Confidence, Courage
Bl Establishe




Year 11

Year 11 Mock Exams — A Fantastic Effort So Far!

We would like to say a huge well done to our Year 11 students, who are currently in the middle
of their mock examinations. They have approached this important period with maturity, focus
and determination

It has been particularly encouraging to see so many students taking

advantage of the additional revision opportunities on offer. A number of Year

Tls have been attending revision sessions after school, demonstrating real

commitment to improving their knowledge and skills. Even more impressively,

many students also gave up time during half term to attend extra revision . - ‘
sessions — a clear sign of their dedication and ambition.

- gl

Mock exams are an important stepping stone to :
examinations, and the effort being shown now will ubtedly pay offiRis
the months ahead. We encourage all students to up‘the excellent
work, maintain healthy routines, and continue making the most of the
support available.

Well done, Year 11 — keep going! We are very proud of you.
Mrs Smith and Miss Lee
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This year's Prom will take place on Wednesday 17th June 2026 at the Isla Gladstone
Conservatory.

The start time will be confirmed closer to the date.

Please ensure that your son/daughter maintains at least 90% attendance in school in order to
be eligible to attend the Prom.

The Leavers' Assembly will also take place on Wednesday 17th June 2026.
The time for this event will also be confirmed.
Further details will follow in due course.
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Resonate

Resonate Studio Orchestra have been selected to take part in the National Music for Youth
Festival in Rochdale in March 2026.

This is an incredible opportunity for our young musicians to showcase their talent on a major
stage. Even more exciting is the possibility of being chosen to perform at the Royal Albert Hall
in London as part of the prestigious Music for Youth Proms Concerts in November 2026.

Resonate Music Studios after school music programs are still open for 2026, all welcome to
enrol.

Held across two sites, Notre Dame Catholic Academy & Bellerive FCJ Catholic College,
Resonate Music Studios has a number of ensembles starting with our beginner ensemble
Superstarters, intermediate group Let's Play Orchestra through to our youth ensembles
Resonate Studio Orchestra and Resonate Youth Brass.

Resonate Youth Collective at Hope University

We were thrilled to kick off 2026 by hosting our 3rd Resonate Youth Collective creative
workshop event at Hope University Creative Campus.

An inspiring creative workshop & performance attended by over 80 pupils from a mix of 8x
Liverpool Secondary Schools that brought so much inspiration, collaboration and music to the
gorgeous space for a full day.
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https://mfy.org.uk/get-involved/national-festival-2025/
https://mfy.org.uk/get-involved/national-festival-2025/
https://mfy.org.uk/
https://www.resonatemusic.uk/resonate-music-studios/

Led by Emma Oliver-Trend from Orchestras for All and supported by the talented team of
Resonate Music Tutors & the Music Production Team it was a fun—-packed day of
collaboration, teamwork & making music.

Pupils worked in small sectional groups to practise their parts and came together to
participate in powerful performances of several songs that were new to them on the day.
Music included Symphony No 1which was the first symphony written by American
composer Florence Price and first symphony by a black woman to be performed by a major
American Orchestra (Chicago Symphony Orchestra in 1933.) The symphony has four
movements which blend rhythms and melodies making it sophisticated & recognizable.

The second piece was a creative version of Leonard Bernstein's Mambo from West Side
Story, a style of Cuban dance music which came about in the 1930's. In the famous dance
scene members of both gangs dance the Mambo as a kind of battle in dance. Mambo saw
the pupils collaborate to decide which motifs went where to mix it up and produce creative
results with great energy while all musicians shouted “Mambo!”

For the first time, we added another creative element of music production to this day to allow
pupils to work with the music production team led by Steve Oates to create tracks to
compliment the music and connect the flow. This was a fantastic addition which saw pupils
learn to create from scratch and perform alongside the orchestra.

Family & friend filled the auditorium for a heart-warming performance which saw the young
musicians bursting with pride at all they performed all they had learned in a day where they
made fabulous memories with new friends while learning how to collaborate and grow their
teamwork & musical skills.

We had an amazing time and would like to Thank everyone from Hope University Creative
Campus for hosting us in their gorgeous space, the enthusiastic pupils for giving their all
during rehearsals & performance, Orchestras For All & Resonate team for all their hard work,
Steve & Amy for giving such great production opportunities to the pupils, the fabulous music
tutors from all of the schools who took part and our supportive audience of family & friends
who filled the pace with love & support for our hard working young musicians: what a day; let's
do it again soon!




World Book Day

Thursday 5™ March is World Book Day! Students are invited to take part in our
extreme reading challenge.

To participate please take a photo of yourself in an unusual, creative or
challenging location. Prizes to be won for most unusual, most creative and most
challenging (safety first!)

Entries are to be sent to Miss Munro.

\ BOOK

DAY/
Students can also access their book token here

https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-digital-
token-UK.pdf

Good luck!

Lent

N. D C.A- Lenten 'Give' Challenge

el e =

iy i 2l‘ld 4th 5t|‘| Gth
As a school commum'l'y we Tins of R:ce Baby wipes Body wash Pasta

soup sauce

gth 10111 111h 121h 131h
Cereal Teabags Beans Shampoo  Tinned
fruit

. 16™ 17 18t 19t 20"
All items to be drOPPEd of f Toilet Coffee  Crisps Squash Cereal
in the Chapel by Thursday paper bars
26t March. 231 24t 25th 26t Donations
Crackers UHT milk Biscuits Easter to be
eggs picked up.

ENCOURAGING CHARITY AND REFLECTION DURING LENT SEASON

are going to collect the
following items for local
food banks in our area.

Homework club starts from next week, supported by LSAs from SEN department in room 96
from 3:35-3:50 every day, apart from Thursday
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Notices

We would like to take this opportunity to inform you that when carrying out home visits, members of staff
from Notre Dame Catholic Academy will wear a body-worn camers, clearly visible on their clothing. This is
solely to support the safety and wellbeing of everyone involved, including lone working and is not
intended to be intrusive in any way:.

Any recording made is used, only if needed, to ensure appropriate support or to clarify an incident. In the
vast majority of cases, no footage is retained, and recordings are securely deleted as soon as the member
of staff returns to school. Footage would only be kept if an incident occurred that required further
investigation.

We are grateful for your understanding and cooperation and appreciate the trust you place in us when
welcoming our staff into your homes.

Our school police officer is PC Haley Davies who will be joining us weekly in school.

e Upcoming events:
2" March - World Book Day activities start
12" March - Parents evening Year 7
18™ March - Catch up vaccinations Year 9
26" March - Parents evening Year 8

Parents evenings are an opportunity to come to school and speak to subject teachers. If you
would like to attend at a quieter time, we recommend arriving from 5.30pm.
There will also be a quiet room available with sensory items.

Motre Dame
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Absence Reporting
Procedures

Please call 0151 330 5122 and select OPTION 1. This will direct you to our Attendance Team
OR to leave a voicemail message. When leaving a voicemail message, please ensure you
include your child’s full name, the reason for their absence and how long you expect them
to be absent. Our Attendance Team will access this message directly. If a student is off for
3 consecutive days a home visit will be conducted.

A medical note will be required if your child is absent for an appointment or iliness.

Where possible appointments must be made outside of school hours. If an appointment is
to be made during school hours, a copy of the appointment card must be given to student
services to ensure your child receives the correct register mark. We expect your child to
attend school in the hours around the appointment.

Students are responsible for remembering to leave class, break or lunch for their
appointment. They must tell their head of year if they are intending to leave School that
day for an appointment and show proof where possible. Students must report to student
services and wait to be called once their parent arrives. Tannoys will NOT happen during
teaching hours, as this disturbs the learning across the whole school.

For ease, parents can give their child a note to show their class teacher which will grant
them permission to leave the lesson.
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Activity

Time

?
Day Year Group Who? Where?
Football 320pm-4.30pm Year 7 Mr Jones & Miss McCullough Lower canteen
Gymnastics 3.20pm-4.30pm Years 7-11 Mrs Morrin Sports Hall
Rock Band Practise Lunchtime Years7 &8 Mrs Hambleton Rock Room
Monday Coding Club 3.20pm-4pm Year 10 Mrs Shaw Room 95
Horrible Histories Lunch (Week B) Years 7 &8 Mrs Cavanagh Room 43
Darts 3.20pm - 4pm Years 7-11 Mr Dixon Upper canteen
Spanish Revision 3.20pm - 4pm 3.20pm - 4pm Miss Del Real Room 78
Football 3.20pm-4.30pm Year 8 &9 Mr Jones & Miss McCullough Lower canteen
Chamber Choir 3.20pm-4.30pm Years 8-13 Miss Hart & Mr McHugh Music Room 1
Music Club Wbt Years 7,8 &9 Miss Hart Music Room 1
Tuesday
Coding Club 3.20pm-4pm Year 11 Mrs Shaw Room 95
Dance Club 3.20pm-4pm Years 7 -13 Miss Gabbitas Dorothy Stang
STEM Club (Invite only) 3.20pm-4pm Selected students Mrs Tierney, Miss Rimmer/ Miss Young Lab 86
Games Club Lunchtime Years 7 - 10 Miss Strain Roomies
GCSE Performance Club Lunchtime Years 10 - 11 Miss Hart Music Area
Wednesday
Year 11 GCSE Drama club Lunchtime Years 7-10 Mrs Larkin Dorothy Stang
Orchestra 8.15am Years 7 -13 Mr McHugh & Miss Hart Music Room 1
Year 11 Science Revision
3.20pm-4.15pm Year 11 Mrs Tierney & Miss Rimmer Lab 86 & Lab 88
Sparx Science Homework club 320pm-dpm Year 7 -10 Miss Nolan & Mrs Martin Room 83
Thursday
ArtClub, 320pm-4.30pm Years 7 -13 Room 111
Drama Club 3.20pm-4.30pm Years 7 - 11 Mrs Larkin Dorothy Stang
YaarilBevision 3.20pm-4.30pm Year i Miss Crosslind Room 67
Choir 815em WEOYEL Miss Hart Music Room 1
Friday
Horrible Histories Lunch Years 7 &8 Miss Cavanagh Room 43




Admissions Notre Dame Alumni
Consultation Assemble!

We invite Parents and Carers to review
proposed updates to our Admissions Policy for We are reaching out to former Notre
2026-2027. You can view this on our website Dame students to get in touch! We want

with full details of how you can provide to hear from you, where you are now,
feedback. what you're up to to inspire our current

student body and show them where their

https://notredameliverpool.com/admissions/ education can lead! We are asking

year-7-admissions/ parents and carers to reach out - you
may be a former Notre Dame student

yourself, have older children who studied
with us or know friends or family
members who once studied with us.

Year 7 Admissions Downloads

Sixth Form Student Bursary

If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals or you have a
household income of under £30,000 your Sixth Form Son/
daughter may be entitled to student bursary.

This money could pay for a huge range of resources that
will help your son/ daughter to progress in their education.
This could include a laptop, materials, text books, train

tickets to Uni Open Days as well as many other things. F
 J—

If you think your child may be eligible, please contact
ao@notredame.sjcmat.co.uk

Spring Term 2026

OUR FULL LIST OF TERM DATES,

BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE
= Start of Term: Tuesday 6th January HERE.

« Half term: Monday 16th to Friday 20th February

- INSET: Monday 23rd February Please take time to familiarise
yourselves with our parental

code of conduct which can be
Er'ld Of TErm: Frida‘y 27th Mai’ch found here

Students return on Tuesday 24th February

« [Easter break: Monday 30th March - Friday 10th April

* [Easter bank holidays — Friday 3rd April and Monday 6th April HONESTY
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https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/parents/term-dates/
https://notredameliverpool.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2025/07/DRAFT-NDCA-Parent-Code-of-Conduct-25-26.pdf

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline
on 0151233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151 709 6010 Across 3 Community Hubs

If you feel a child is at risk (suffering harm, neglect or
abuse) Any member of the public can contact Careline
on 0151233 3700 or Merseyside Police on 0151709 6010

IMPORTANT CONTACTS W can support you through times of criss

Y00 R YOUR LD AN DMA CAZBRT
If you currently need support for your mental health or S i AR
* WOID & BAFE BPACKE?

well being these are some of the organisations who are e
happy to listen and help:

Wil

. Childline - www.childline.org.uk
Anxiety UK e i il B s o i

03444775774 (Helpline)
075374160905 (Text)

Childline
0800 111 (Free 24 hr helpline)

Papyrus Hotline (Under 35s at risk of suicide or
concerned for another)
0800 068 4141 07786209697 (text)

DOMESTIC ABUSE/VIOLENCE

Please remember, in an emergency dial 999 for
immediate assistance. You can call 999 without
speaking then pressing 55, or tapping or coughing
into the phone. This will enable police to respond
Women's Aid 0808 2000 247 (24 hr helpline) Men
Advice Line 0808 8010327 Worst Kept Secret
Helpline Merseyside

The Safeguarding
Young Stonewall Information & support for young Team

people who identify as LGBTQ
0800 050 2020 Headteacher. Mrs V Taylor

Deputy Headteacher

. Mrs E Brennan & Mrs K Thomas
Samaritans Support for anyone who needs to talk
116 123 (Call) Designated Safeguarding Lead - Mrs E Brennan

The Mix (Support & Advice for under 25s)
0808 068 4994 85258 (Text THEMIX)

Young Minds
0808 803 5544 (Parent helpline)
85258 (Free 24hr crisis messenger, text YM)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads
Bullybusters miSSKS HStyIEs
0800 169 6928 refiawike

Please refer to the school website for further contact PC P Wood - School Safer Police Officer
Mrs J Williams - Special Educational Needs

REPORTING AN ISSUE ON SOCIAL Mrs S McKay - Assistant Office Manager
MEDIA - A GUIDE Head and Assistant Heads of Year

Visit this guide here.

www.notredameliverpoolcom/safeguarding/
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http://www.notredameliverpool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/dont-panic/reporting-issues-social-media
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