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(Subject) Intent 

Vision and Values 

As a Catholic school our core aims are to nourish an ethos based on Gospel values of charity, courtesy, courage and confidence and to 
develop a community that is welcoming, caring, and inclusive. These ideas were encapsulated by Pope Francis I when he said: Dear young 
people do not bury your talents, the gifts that God has given you! Do not be afraid to dream of great things! Notre Dame endeavour to: • 
provide high quality, aspirational teaching and learning in a creative, safe, and secure environment. • promote respect, equality, and diversity 
recognizing that we are all unique and valued by God. • prepare students for life in 21st Century Britain by developing a spirit of lively enquiry 
and acceptance to make sense of an ever-changing world. • promote British Values by preparing students socially, morally, spiritually, and 
culturally to be valued members of society. • provide an environment in which all students can grow and achieve their full potential through 
engaging in new experiences, seizing opportunities to learn both inside and outside of the classroom, taking risks in their learning, learning 
from mistakes, and building resilience in an atmosphere of support and challenge. • empower our young people to take ownership of their 
own learning through collaboration, building confidence, motivation, and ambition to be their very best whilst also respecting and considering 
their mental health and well-being. • create a partnership between home, school, parish, and local community developing well-mannered, 
courteous, and polite young people who smile, hope, dream, are happy and develop a life-long love of learning. According to Pope St John 
Paul II, Religious Education is the "core of the core curriculum" in a Catholic school, and it is helping Notre Dame to fulfil its mission to educate 
the whole person in discerning the meaning of their existence. The RE Curriculum Directory (2012) stated that: “Without religious education, 
students would be deprived of an essential element of their formation and personal development, which helps them attain a vital harmony 
between faith and culture." Religion shapes our everyday life from politics and art to law and international relations, and a lack of religious 
literacy can lead to intolerance and hatred. Religious Education is a core subject at Notre Dame and is at the heart of our school community.  
 

 

Curriculum Design 

Design 



m Plan 

 

2025-2026  (Subject) Long-Term Plan 

(How is your Curriculum designed? How is it sequenced? How is are key concepts developed? How does your curriculum design 
support long-term memory retention? How does your curriculum design make use of inter-leaved practice or spaced practice?) 
The Key Sage 3 Religious Education curriculum is determined by the Bishops of England and Wales as presented in the RE Curriculum 
Directory (2022). Students will follow the ‘To know You more clearly’ directory. This directory was introduced to year 7 in September 2022, 
year 8 September 2023 and year 9 September 2024. All students will study the Eduqas GCSE specification B in line with Archdiocesan 
requirements. This specification is approved by the archdiocese as it includes the curriculum annex written by the Bishops of England and 
Wales. This specification focuses on Catholic theology and world faiths, namely Judaism. It ensures that students have a variety of 
contemporary themes to explore and discuss. Students of all abilities will learn how Catholicism plays a fundamental role in society, and 
develop valuable, transferable skills for further study. Students will also study the beliefs and practices of Judaism, helping students nurture 
their values and attitudes towards other faiths. Catholic beliefs, teachings, practices, sources of authority and forms of expression in relation 
to topics studied: Meaning and Origin, Good and Evil, Life and Death, Sin and Forgiveness. In addition, students will study Judaism Beliefs and 
Practices. 
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(Subject) Key Concepts 
1. Creation and Covenant  

This concept focuses on how beliefs in Creation impact on believers today, how religious text is read and used, what the concept of covenant is in relation to 

Christianity and Judaism. Pupils will study one way in which the goodness of creation and the responsibilities of stewardship have been reflected and celebrated 

in various rites and prayer traditions. Pupils will be able to make connections between Catholic sources (Word) and beliefs (Creed) and the way these find 

expression in the world. 

 

2. Prophecy and Promise  

This concept focuses on the role of the Church and the practical life of a Catholic including Dei Verbum 9: relationship between scripture, tradition, and the 

magisterium. Initially this concept looks at how Catholics use scripture in the liturgy: the structure of the Mass and the place of the Liturgy of the Word as one 

of the two great parts of the Mass. This will develop into the study of the Jubilee, Jesus' ministry and the ministry all Christians are called to take up. 

 

3. From Galilee to Jerusalem  

This concept focuses on how Christ is present today through the sacraments by studying key events in the life of Jesus and how these are reflected in the 

sacraments of the Church. 

 

4. From Desert to Garden 

 This concept focuses on What is meant by ‘synoptic Gospel’ and the names of the synoptic Gospels. What scholarship suggests are the intended audience and 

main theological emphases of the different synoptic authors, focusing particularly on Mt. The key events from the last week of Jesus’ life, from the entry into 

Jerusalem to the resurrection. And the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

5. To the Ends of the Earth  
This concept focuses on what scholarship suggests are the intended audience and main theological emphases of the synoptic Gospel of Luke. Students will 

 study how the Sacrament of the Eucharist is one of the Sacraments of Initiation. The meaning of the term “real presence”. The difference between 
Catholic beliefs about the Eucharist and the beliefs of other Christian denominations about celebrations of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

        6.   Dialogue and Encounter  
This concept focuses on the early Church and how the Church has evolved. There is a focus on ecumenical councils, the council of           Jerusalem, liturgical rites, 
dogmas etc. 
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Religious Education LTP  
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 7  
Creation and 
Covenant 

Prophecy and 
Promise 

From Galilee to 
Jerusalem 

From Desert to 
Garden 

To the Ends of the 
Earth 

Dialogue and 
Encounter 

Year 8  
Creation and 
Covenant 
 

Prophecy and 
Promise 

From Galilee to 
Jerusalem 

From Desert to 
Garden 

To the Ends of the 
Earth 

Dialogue and 
Encounter 

Year 9 Creation and 
Covenant 
 
 

Prophecy and 
Promise  

From Galilee to 
Jerusalem 

From Desert to 
Garden 

To the Ends of the 
Earth 

Dialogue and 
Encounter 

Year 10 Origins and 
Meaning 
 

Origins and 
Meaning 

Good and Evil Good and Evil Life and Death Life and Death 

Year 11 Sin and 
Forgiveness  

Sin and 
Forgiveness  

Judaism Judaism Examinations Examinations  

Year 12 
 

Core RE:      

Year 13 
 

Core RE:      
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KS3 Overview 
What prior knowledge do 
students arrive with from 
KS2 and how is that 
knowledge built upon? 

The background knowledge of students will depend on the requirements of their primary school. Catholic, other 
Christian denominational, other faith and non-religious affiliated schools will all teach a different curriculum in 
accordance with their local SACRE or Religious authority. Students from Catholic primary schools will have 
covered the ‘Source to Summit’ syllabus in line with the RECD devised by the Bishops of England and Wales. 
The RECD ensures students build on their knowledge and understanding from early years education to keys 
stage 1, 2 and then 3. Those students coming from other affiliated schools will have a basic background in 
Christianity in line with the national curriculum however how this is implemented varies widely across schools. 

What is the rationale for 
the sequence of your 
three-year KS3 
curriculum? 

The content of the programme of study is divided into four systematic subsections for the study of Catholicism 
and then two additional lenses for the study of religions and worldviews. Together these comprise the six 
knowledge lenses of hear, believe, celebrate, live, dialogue and encounter. Each age-phase has a prescribed set 
of outcomes that will indicate what pupils are expected to know, remember and be able to do using language of 
the way of knowing and applying it to the discrete knowledge within each lens. The curriculum presents six 
curriculum branches that correspond to the six half terms of the school year. These six branches are revisited 
each year to deepen understanding of the significance of Catholic belief and practice, which allows them to 
make links between the four knowledge lenses. 

How is your curriculum 
assessed? 

Summative and formative assessments will be used. Assessment should: • develop the pupils’ own sense of 
value and esteem, by acknowledging achievement. • Lead to responsive teachings • make broad overall 
judgements about learning • monitor areas for development and determine the next step for individual pupils • 
evaluate teaching and inform planning • provide summative information for parents, teachers, and others • be 
consistent across the Department • allow opportunities for standardising of work as needed and possible 
Assessment will include looking at patterns of performance over several assessments. For example, using 
shorter low stake questions and multiple-choice questions. All summative assessments should be marked using 
feedback to help pupils improve on next steps and on return of assessment students should also be provided 
with a copy of the appropriate model answer. A lesson must be dedicated to reviewing the assessment, 
celebrating student’s success and addressing area for improvement. 
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By the end of KS3 what 
should all students know 
and be able to do? And 
how do you ensure this is 
retained in the long-term 
memory of students? 

The outcome of KS3 is religiously literate and consciously engaged young people who have the knowledge, 
understanding, and skills to reflect spiritually, and think ethically and theologically, and who recognise the 
demands of religious commitment in everyday life. The content of Religious Education in Catholic schools has 
been sequenced so that student’s study in the themes of Creation and Covenant, Prophecy and Promise, 
Galilee to Jerusalem, Desert to Garden, To the Ends of the Earth and Dialogue from Year 1 to Year 9. 

How does your KS3 
curriculum prepare 
students to be successful 
at KS4? 

The REDC has been designed in part as a response to the demands of the new GCSE and the required subject 
knowledge of the annex written by the Bishops of England and Wales. The ‘To know You more clearly’ directory 
addresses the theological concepts which students are required to study at key stage 4 and 5. 

Take one key concept or 
discrete piece of 
substantive knowledge 
and explain how it 
progresses across the 
three years of your 
curriculum. 

Year 7 By the end of this unit of study pupils will have studied the following key texts: • Genesis 1:1 – 2:4; • 
Genesis 2:5 – 25 • Genesis 3 By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to: Consider the view that the 
Genesis accounts of creation are incompatible with scientific explanations for the origins of human beings and 
the universe and construct a Catholic response to this. During this unit of study, pupils will be invited to: Reflect 
on their own response to the Catholic belief that the world is made by God and that human beings have a 
responsibility for it. 
 
Year 8 By the end of this unit of study pupils will have studied the following key texts: • The Decalogue (ten 
commandments) as found in the traditional Catholic catechetical formula (see p.445 of the CCC ) 

The Beatitudes: Mt 5:1-12 • Greatest commandment: Mt 22:34-40  
 
By the end of this unit of study, pupils will be able to: Consider the claim that rules are a necessary part of 
freedom. Present arguments for and against the claim, including a Catholic response (with reference to Church 
teaching, including CCC 1733), weighing the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments.  
 
Year 9 By the end of this unit of study pupils will have studied the following key texts: • The creation of human 
beings in Genesis 1 and 2: focusing on 1:26-28, 2:7, 2:21-24 By the end of this unit of study pupils will know: • The 
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meaning of ‘typology’ in the context of the allegorical sense of scripture • What is meant by describing Adam as 
a ‘type’ of Christ, and Eve as a ‘type’ of Mary (see CCC 504, 539, 511, 726, 975, 2618, 1 Cor 15:21-22) During this 
unit of study, pupils will be invited to: Reflect on the extent to which they recognise their own and other’s 
dignity, irrespective of appearances, actions and feeling. Reflect on the mystery of imago Dei and the difference 
this makes to their relationship with themselves, with others and with the wider community. This theme is 
studied from Year 1 to GCSE. At GCSE this is studied in the Creation section of the syllabus. 

What cultural capital do 
students acquire from 
learning your curriculum? 

Exploring different beliefs about creation and the impact this has on the sanctity of life. Discovering how the 
belief in the sanctity of life impacts on people’s everyday lives and the relationships they form with others. 
Exploring the concept of stewardship and researching the changes in our environment and what impact we can 
all have on these. Evaluating the importance of the issues mentioned above and reflecting on our own choices 
and impact as individuals. Explore how the kingdom of God can be present on earth – what this means and 
recognising how people understand this concept. Exploring the concept of redemption and the teachings of the 
Church – how this impact on people’s choices and everyday lives. Examining the Church teachings on 
eschatology – how these beliefs feed into our celebrations of life and how we mourn and remember past lives 
lost. Discovering the importance of family life – the impact this has on children and the community. Church 
teachings on marriage and family life. Exploring other faith traditions. Exploring the similarities between the main 
faith tradition of Great Britain and other faith traditions. Discovering how religious tradition can impact on the 
lives of individuals. Exploring festivals and other cultural and religious celebrations. 
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Year 7 (Subject) LTP 

 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Title Creation and 
Covenant  
 

Prophecy and 
Promise 

Galilee to 
Jerusalem 

Desert to Garden To the ends of 
the Earth 

Dialogue and 
Encounter – 
World Faiths 

Substantive 
Knowledge 
Taught 

The mystery of 
God and how 
human beings 
come to know 
God: revelation. 
Understand that 
the Church 

The mystery of 
God and how 
human beings 
come to know 
God through 
divine revelation. 
This first branch 

This unit builds on 
the learning about 
revelation in the 
previous two 
units, by arriving 
at the Church’s 
profession that 

Following from 
the unit on Jesus 
and the 
incarnation, 
students will 
come to 
understand the 

In this final unit of 
year 7, we come 
to the completion 
of God’s 
revelation 
through the giving 
of the Holy Spirit 

In the final term 
students will 
study what a 
worldview is. 
They will 
specifically look 
at the religion of 

The new RED Year 7 curriculum, titled "To Know You More Clearly", integrates Catholic Social Teaching (CST) throughout its modules in meaningful and age-
appropriate ways. Pupils explore the Creation accounts in Genesis alongside scientific explanations, fostering a dialogue between faith and reason. 
CST principles such as Care for Creation, Stewardship, and The Common Good are emphasized through discussions on ecology and environmental 
responsibility. Students reflect on human responsibility for the planet, linking to CAFOD’s work and Laudato Si’. Lessons highlight that every person is made 
in the image and likeness of God, promoting respect, inclusion, and justice. CST principles like Dignity of the Human Person, Solidarity, and Community & 
Participation are embedded in classroom activities and discussions.  
Through the study of biblical covenants (e.g., with Abraham), students learn about God's relationship with humanity and the call to live in community. 
This supports CST values of Participation and The Common Good, encouraging students to see themselves as part of a wider faith community. 
Modules include prophetic teachings and Jesus’ ministry, which emphasize justice, compassion, and care for the marginalized. 
Students are invited to reflect on how these teachings apply to modern social issues, reinforcing CST principles like Option for the Poor and Rights and 
Responsibilities. 
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teaches that all 
human beings 
can come to 
know about God 
through applying 
their natural 
reason in 
contemplating 
Creation and the 
nature of the 
human person 
(CST: 
Stewardship, 
Participation, 
Common Good, 
Human Dignity, 
Option for the 
Poor, Solidarity, 
Rights and 
Responsibilities) 

 
 

dealt with that 
which can be 
known about God 
through the 
natural light of 
human reason; 
this one deals 
with a second 
order of 
revelation: that 
which human 
beings cannot 
possibly arrive by 
their own powers. 
It focuses 
especially on the 
nature and role of 
Sacred Scripture 
(CST: The 
Common Good 
and Rights and 
Responsibilities) 

Jesus is the full 
and final 
revelation of God. 
In Jesus all the 
covenants of the 
Old Testament 
are perfectly 
renewed and 
fulfilled; all of 
scripture points 
to Jesus and all 
scripture is to be 
read in the light of 
his resurrection. 
(CST: 
Participation, 
Common Good, 
Human Dignity, 
Option for the 
Poor, Solidarity, 
Rights and 
Responsibilities) 

sacraments as 
the extension of 
the incarnation 
through time, 
since the 
mysteries of 
Christ’s life are 
the foundations 
of what he would 
dispense in the 
sacraments, 
through the 
ministers of his 
Church, for ‘what 
was visible in our 
Saviour has 
passed over into 
his mysteries’. 
(CST: The 
Common Good, 
Human Dignity, 
Option for the 
Poor and Rights 
and 
Responsibilities) 

in the Church. The 
role the Spirit 
plays in the life of 
the Church and in 
the lives of 
individuals and 
how the Holy 
Spirit is the third 
person of the 
Blessed Trinity. 
(CST: 
Participation and 
Rights and 
Responsibilities) 

Hinduism, the 
beliefs and 
diverse practices.   
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Disciplinary 
Knowledge (inc. 
Key Concepts) 

The study of 
Genesis 1 and 2, 
Catholic doctrine 
on inspiration and 
revelation, 
Catholic Social 
teachings, and 
artistic 
expressions of 
creation. 
 
 

The word of God 
through Sacred 
Tradition vs 
Sacred Scripture. 
Different 
interpretations of 
the Bible. Church 
teachings on 
scripture and the 
role within prayer 
and the mass. 

Church teachings 
on the revelation 
of God through 
Jesus, the 
concept of the 
incarnation, the 
nature of God in 
the Trinity and 
the impact this 
has on prayer and 
life. 

Salvation, with a 
focus on the 
Passover and the 
Last supper, the 
Trinitarian nature 
of prayer, 
concept of the 
liturgy and the 
meaning and 
purpose of the 
sacraments. 

The Sacrament of 
confirmation and 
the strengthening 
of life through this 
sacrament. The 
study of Luke-
Acts, the Nicene 
Creed, and the 
mission of the 
Church. 

Beliefs about the 
oneness of God, 
deities, the 
Trimurti. Worship 
including home 
and at the 
Mandir. Hindu 
beliefs about 
Dharma. 

Tier 3 
Vocabulary 

Creationism 
Sacraments 
Baptism  
Stewardship  
 
 
 

Revelation  
Covenant 
Holy Spirit 
Reverence  
The Rosary  
Intercede  

Incarnation  
Messiah  
Blasphemy   
Eucharist  
Trinity  

Original sin  
Salvation 
Sacraments  
Passover  
Dignity  
Initiation  
Paschal mystery  

Holy Trinity  
Missionaries 
Sacrifice  
Confirmation 
Evangelist  

Brahman 
Mandir 
Trimurti 
Shrine 
Dharma 
Moksha 
Reincarnation 
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Year 8 (Subject) LTP 
 

The Year 8 RED curriculum, "To Know You More Clearly", integrates Catholic Social Teaching (CST) through several thematic units that encourage students to 
reflect on justice, compassion, suffering, and reconciliation in light of Gospel values. Desert to Garden this unit explores: 
Lent and the Passion of Jesus: Students reflect on suffering, sacrifice, and redemption. The Suffering Servant (Isaiah): Encourages empathy and solidarity with 
those who suffer.Reconciliation and the Mizen Family: Links to Restorative Justice, Forgiveness, and Peacebuilding. 
CST Links: 
Dignity of the Human Person 
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
Solidarity 
Prophecy and Promise 
This unit includes: 
Role of Prophets: Speaking truth to power and advocating for justice. Advent and the Jesse Tree: Highlights hope, preparation, and God's promise of 
salvation. Commercialisation of Christmas: Encourages critical thinking about consumerism vs. Gospel values. 
CST Links: 
The Common Good 
Community and Participation 
Economic Justice 
Stewardship of Creation 
To the Ends of the Earth 
This unit focuses on: 
Mission and Evangelisation: Encourages students to see themselves as part of a global Church. Global Solidarity: Links to CAFOD and Missio resources that 
promote CST in action. 
CST Links: 
Global Solidarity 
Peace and Reconciliation 
Preferential Option for the Poor 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Title Creation and 
Covenant  
 
 

Prophecy and 
Promise  

Galilee to 
Jerusalem  

Desert to Garden  To the ends of 
the Earth  

Dialogue and 
encounter- 
World Faiths  

Substantive 
Knowledge 
Taught 

Students return 
to the beginning 
of the narrative of 
salvation history 
but focusing on 
the human 
condition and 
how the account 
of the Fall in 
Genesis 3 is a 
figurative 
reflection on 
flawed human 
nature. This will 
then be 
connected to the 
importance of the 
moral law as an 
exhortation to 

Following from 
the unit on sin we 
look now, in the 
season of Advent, 
to the role of 
prophets in 
calling people 
back to covenant 
fidelity. We study 
the shape of 
prophetic texts in 
the scriptures, 
and the specific 
way messianic 
prophecies play a 
part in Advent 
celebrations. 
(CST: 
Participation, 

Students study 
the ministry of 
Jesus, focusing 
particularly on his 
proclamation of 
the kingdom reign 
of God through 
his action, 
parables, and 
miracles. This is 
the second time 
students will have 
engaged in a 
more detailed 
study of a Marcan 
theme, building 
on their study of 
St Mark’s titles for 
Jesus in year 7. 

Christ’s 
encounters with 
sinners, the sick, 
and those who 
suffer on the 
margins of 
society. In this 
unit, we ask the 
deeper question 
about the 
meaning of 
human suffering 
and confront the 
mystery of 
suffering. During 
this unit students 
will study the 
purpose and 
practices of Lent. 

In this final unit of 
Year Eight, we 
look to God’s final 
answer to the 
mystery of 
suffering, which is 
the promise that 
all suffering will 
ultimately be 
overcome by 
God’s love; death 
will be defeated, 
and we shall look 
upon God face to 
face. Students will 
study the 
accounts of the 
Resurrection and 
St Paul’s 

In this final half 
term students will 
study the religion 
of Islam. They will 
look at how Islam 
is a monotheistic 
faith and draw 
links to Judaism 
and Christianity. 
Students will 
study Islamic 
beliefs and 
practices 
including the Five 
Pillars of Islam. 
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covenant fidelity 
with God and 
with each other in 
the focusing on 
the role of the 
Decalogue in 
God’s covenant 
with the people of 
Israel (CST: 
Stewardship, 
Subsidiarity, 
Participation, The 
Common Good, 
Human Dignity, 
Option of the 
Poor, Solidarity 
and Rights and 
Responsibilities) 
face of this 
flawed nature, 
 
 

Option for the 
poor) 

(CST: Subsidiarity, 
Participation, The 
Common Good, 
Option for the 
poor, Solidarity, 
Rights and 
Responsibilities) 

(CST: 
Stewardship, 
Subsidiarity, 
Participation, The 
Common Good, 
Human Dignity, 
Option of the 
Poor, Solidarity 
and Rights and 
Responsibilities) 

explanation of the 
centrality of the 
resurrection of 
the body. (CST: 
The Common 
Good, Human 
Dignity) 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge (inc. 
Key Concepts) 

Genesis 3 and 
how sin caused 
damage to the 
perfection of 
creation. The 

Advent liturgies 
and cultural 
practices from 
around the world. 
Students will 

Scriptural 
scholarship, 
identifying both 
the literal and 
moral senses of 

The accounts of 
Jesus passion 
and death, how 
this is celebrated 
in the Church 

Different 
understandings of 
life after death, 
how Catholic 
beliefs are 

Key beliefs in 
monotheism and 
how this belief is 
put into practice 
through some of 
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significance of 
Baptism in the 
removal of sin. 
The Decalogue 
and the Greatest 
commandment 
and how we are 
called to the 
covenant. 
 

carry a detailed 
study of one 
prophetic text 
identifying the 
ways in which the 
message and life 
of the prophet 
mirrors the 
prophetic pattern 
identified. 

key scriptural 
passages that 
demonstrate the 
nature of God’s 
reign, the nature 
of God kingdom 
and Christs role in 
inaugurating the 
reign of God on 
earth. 

including liturgies 
of the Triduum. 
The relationship 
between faith and 
ethical questions 
that arise 
because of the 
Catholic response 
to suffering. 

depicted in the 
Catholic funeral 
rite within a 
Requiem Mass. 
How funeral 
customs overlap 
with cultural 
practices. 

the five pillars of 
Islam. The unit will 
also include how 
Islam is practiced 
in the modern 
world including 
the use and 
function of a 
mosque and food 
laws. 

Tier 3 
Vocabulary 

Mystery 
Revelation 
General 
revelation Special 
revelation 
Creationism 
Scientism 
Creation 

Imago Dei  
The Fall 
Stewardship 
Literal sense 
Literary form 

 
 

Prophecy 
Messianic 
Parables  
Isaiah  
Covenant 

Divine  
John the Baptist  
Priest 

Prophet 

Son of Man 

Son of God 

Christ 

Lord 

Trinity  
Parable  
Outcast  
Kingdom of God  
 

Suffering Servant 
Prophetic text  
Physical and 
moral 
evil/suffering 
Mystery 
Resurrection 
Triduum 

Paschal Maundy 
Thursday 

Good Friday 
Celebration of the 
Lord’s Passion 
Holy Saturday 
Easter Vigil 

Holy Spirit 
Ascension 
Pentecost 

Nicene Creed 
Gospel of John 

People of God 
Body of Christ 
Holy Spirit 
Vocation 

Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit 

Allah 
Shahadah 
Salah 
Sawm 
Zakat 
Hajj 
Mosque 
Qibla  
Halal  
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Year 9 (Subject) LTP 

 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Title Creation and 
Covenant  
 

Prophecy and 
Promise 

Galilee to 
Jerusalem  

Desert to Garden To the ends of the 
Earth  

Dialogue and 
encounter- 
World Faiths 

Substantive 
Knowledge 
Taught 

The overarching 
theme for this 
unit is the dignity 
of the human 
person, one of 
the principles of 

This unit focuses 
on the role of the 
Blessed Virgin 
Mary in the 
narrative of 
salvation history. 

Throughout 
branch 3 in KS3, 
students have 
slowly built up an 
understanding of 
key themes in 

The focus of this 
unit is the 
question of how 
Christ’s death is 
redemptive. It 
builds on the 

We began year 9 by 
looking at the nature 
of human beings who 
were made in the 
image of God, 
relational beings who 

In this final term 
students study 
the religion of 
Judaism. Firstly, 
exploring how 
Judaism and 

The Year 9 RED curriculum demonstrates Catholic Social Teaching (CST) by guiding students through a deeper exploration of faith, justice, vocation, and 
moral decision-making, all rooted in Gospel values and Catholic tradition. 
The curriculum is designed to help students understand how their faith calls them to respond to the world around them with compassion, justice, and 
service. CST is woven into the following key areas: Spiritual Quest: Students explore the meaning of life, suffering, and the search for God. This unit 
promotes the CST principle of human dignity, encouraging empathy and solidarity with those who suffer. he Gospels: Through studying Jesus’ teachings 
and actions, especially his care for the poor and marginalized, students engage with the CST principles of the preferential option for the poor, dignity of 
work, and community and participation. 
God’s Call: Students learn about different vocations (marriage, priesthood, religious life) and discernment. This supports CST principles of rights and 
responsibilities, community, and respect for human dignity. Morality and Conscience: Students explore Christian moral decision-making, justice, and 
conscience. This unit strongly reflects CST principles of justice, integrity, and the common good. 
Judaism: As part of GCSE preparation, students study Jewish beliefs and practices, promoting interfaith respect, solidarity, and wisdom—key aspects of 
CST’s call to respect all people. 
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Catholic Social 
Teaching, but 
also a 
foundational 
scriptural 
teaching: every 
human being has 
an inalienable 
dignity and men 
and women are 
equal in dignity, 
since each are 
made in the 
image and 
likeness of God. 
This principle is 
explored under 
two aspects: the 
moral 
implications of 
human dignity 
and the nature of 
man and woman 
as the basis for 
Christian 
marriage. (CST: 
Stewardship, 
Human Dignity, 

This unit builds 
on the last by 
recognising the 
ways in which 
Mary is seen to 
be the fulfilment 
of the 
Protoevangelium 
in Genesis and 
the role typology 
plays in the 
allegorical sense 
of Scripture. 
(CST: Human 
Dignity, The 
Common Good) 

the Gospel of 
Mark. In year 7, 
the focus was on 
the titles of 
Jesus. In Year 
Eight, it was on 
the proclamation 
of the Kingdom. 
In year 9, the 
focus is 
discipleship. 
Students will gain 
some insight into 
the importance 
of Mark’s 
supposed 
historical context 
of a persecuted 
Roman Church 
and the reasons 
why Mark 
presents the 
failure of the 
disciples more 
starkly than any 
of the other 
Gospels. (CST: 
Human Dignity, 

previous unit by 
considering the 
connection 
between the 
ordained 
priesthood and 
Christ as the 
High Priest of our 
salvation. In this 
unit we build on 
the learning at 
the end of Year 
Eight about 
salvation and life 
after death by 
considering the 
ways in which 
scripture and the 
Church have 
explained how 
Christ’s death 
can have a 
salvific power. 
(CST: Rights and 
responsibilities, 
participation) 

are created for 
communion. We 
conclude by looking 
at the nature of that 
communion that 
comes into existence 
through Christ’s 
salvific work which 
we studied in the last 
unit: the Church. 
(CST: Human Dignity, 
The Common Good, 
Rights and 
Responsibilities, 
Subsidiarity) 

Christianity 
have a common 
origin and share 
the Hebrew 
Bible. The unit 
will start with 
how Judaism 
centres on the 
oneness of God 
and how this is 
rooted in Jewish 
belief and 
practice. 
Students will 
study how the 
view of the 
messiah 
diverges 
significantly 
between the 
two religions. 
The last part of 
the unit will 
focus on Jewish 
practices 
including rites of 
passage and 
festivals. 
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The Common 
Good, Rights and 
Responsibilities) 
 

Common Good, 
Participation, 
Rights and 
Responsibilities) 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge (inc. 
Key Concepts) 

Revisit Creation 
from year 7 but 
focus on areas 
that deal with 
human dignity 
and equality of 
men and women 
and make 
connections with 
the Church 
teachings on 
dignity, imago Dei 
and the 
Sacrament of 
Marriage. 

Following from 
the last unit’s 
exploration of the 
radical equality of 
men and women, 
students will then 
look to the role 
women have 
played 
throughout 
salvation history 
and identify the 
ways in which 
Mary is the  
fulfilment of 
these Old 
Testament 
promises 

Connections with 
Mary and 
discipleship. The 
demands of 
discipleship 
today and the 
importance of 
discerning the 
distinctive way in 
which Christ calls 
individuals to 
follow him 
through their own 
distinctive 
vocations. 
Discipleship and 
vocation and 
some of the 
ethical issues 
that arise from 
attempting 
faithful 
discipleship in 

The Old 
Covenant is 
superseded by a 
New and 
Everlasting 
Covenant, sealed 
by the blood of 
Jesus, the Lamb 
of God, who is 
the perfect 
sacrifice. 
Different ways to 
express the 
Mystery of 
Redemption. 

The letters of St Paul, 
specifically his letter 
to the Church in 
Corinth, making links 
between this early 
record of a particular 
Church and the 
Catholic belief that 
the Church is the 
communion of saints 
in heaven and on 
earth. The three 
states of the Church 
with Catholic 
practices around 
praying to the saints 
and the angels, 
comparing this with 
other ecclesiologies 
that would reject 
both purgatory and 
the practice of 

The belief in 
Monotheism and 
how this core 
belief is 
embedded 
throughout the 
religion. The unit 
will look at how 
Jewish beliefs 
are put into 
practice and the 
variation of 
practice 
between 
Orthodox, 
Reform and 
other Jews. The 
Jewish practices 
are studied with 
links to the Old 
Testament 
teachings and 
stories.  
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our current 
context 

praying to the saints 
and angels 

Tier 3 
Vocabulary 

Sanctity of Life  

Quality of Life  

Human Dignity  

Double effect  

Euthanasia  

Sacrament  

Responsibility  

Vocation  

 

 

Magnificat 
Covenant 

Fiat 

Mother of God 

Ever Virgin 

Immaculate 
Conception 

Assumption 

Annunciation 
Pilgrimage 
Shrine 
Veneration 
 

Miracle 

Beatification 

Canonisation 

Persecuted 
Son of Man 
Ministry  
Reconciled 
Gentile  
Lay people 
Consecration 

Sinai covenant 
Temple 

Sanctuary 

Day of 
Atonement 

High Priest 

Grace 

Redemption 

Atonement 

Salvation 

Reparation 

Sanctification 

Four Last Things 

Church 
Communion of saints 

Church on earth 

Church in heaven 

Church being purified 

Saints 

Angels 

Archangels 

Purgatory 

Subsists 

Materialist/physicalist 

Apostolate 

Orthodox 
Reform  
Synagogue 
Shekinah  
Messiah  
Covenant  
Shabbat 
Mitzvot 
Kosher  
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KS4 Overview 
Which exam board have 
you chosen and why? 

Eduqas Full GCSE Specification B. This specification focuses on the Catholic faith and features philosophical 
and ethical themes surrounding Catholicism. It ensures that students have a variety of contemporary themes to 
explore and discuss. Students will learn how Catholicism plays a fundamental role in society, and develop 
valuable, transferable skills for further study. There is also the opportunity to study Judaism, helping students 
nurture their values and attitudes towards other faiths. 

What is the rationale for 
the sequence of your KS4 
curriculum? 

The sequencing set out by Eduqas follows a similar study structure and thematic order as Key Stage 1-3. 

How is your curriculum 
assessed? (50% EoY 10; 
75% Nov Mocks; 100% 
March Mocks – all 
content should be 
complete by the end of 
SPR1 Yr 11). 

For GCSE Religious Studies, final assessment is based on 100% examination. In each exam series, questions will 
be set on any four of the topics listed above. Students must answer all the questions. Pupils will have the 
opportunity to take part in mock exams before the final. Throughout years 10 and 11 students will get the 
opportunity to practice their skills of evaluation and recall key content on a weekly basis through starters, 
plenary, and homework activities. During every topic, each pupil will be assessed using the standardised end of 
unit assessments. We use this data to infer what pupils have learnt and the progress and achievement of 
groups of students. This is useful in providing estimated grades and for monitoring and supporting 
underachievers. It also gives us an opportunity to celebrate the success of our students and their efforts. Marks 
for all assessments will be inputted into pupil progress so that they can be used for analysis and to enable 
timely and effective interventions. All students will analyse their grades and complete DIRT work for next steps.  
Parents are encouraged to monitor their child’s progress by regularly checking their copy of their child’s 
progress sheet which will be shared at Parents’ Evenings and inform both Data Points and written reports. This 
will allow for constant monitoring and dialogue. 

By the end of KS4 what 
should all students know 
and be able to do? And 
how do you ensure this is 

GCSE exams in Religious Studies B include questions that allow students to demonstrate their ability to: • apply 
knowledge and understanding of two religions • apply knowledge and understanding of key sources of wisdom 
and authority including scripture and/or sacred texts, where appropriate, which support contemporary religious 
faith • understand the influence of religion on individuals, communities and societies • understand significant 
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retained in the long-term 
memory of students? 

common and divergent views between an/or within religion and beliefs • apply knowledge and understanding in 
order to analyse questions related to religious beliefs and values construct well-informed and balanced 
arguments on matters concerned with religious beliefs and values set out in the subject content below. 
Students are guided to: • develop their knowledge and understanding of religious and non-religious beliefs, such 
as atheism and humanism • develop their knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, teachings, and 
sources of wisdom and authority including through their reading of key religious texts, other texts, and 
scriptures of the religions they are studying • develop their ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, 
balanced and structured written arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of understanding the 
subject • engage with questions of belief, value, meaning, purpose, truth, and their influence on human life. The 
exams and non-exam assessment will measure how students have achieved the following assessment 
objectives: AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and beliefs including: • beliefs, practices 
and sources of authority • influence on individuals, communities, and societies • similarities and differences 
within and/or between religions and beliefs. AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including 
their significance and influence. 

How does your KS4 
curriculum prepare 
students to be successful 
at KS5? 

GCSE enables you to focus in depth on the Catholic faith, by looking at beliefs, teachings, practices, sources of 
authority and forms of expression within Catholic Christianity. Students will broaden their understanding of 
religion by studying the beliefs and practices of Judaism. There is also the choice of either studying 
contemporary ethical issues through Catholic and other religious and non-religious perspectives. This 
specification helps students understand theological concepts and religious doctrines, but it will also promote 
and equip students with valuable skills for their future development, such as analytical and critical thinking, the 
ability to work with abstract ideas, leadership and research skills. 

Take one key concept or 
discrete piece of 
substantive knowledge 
and explain how it 
progresses across the 

Creation: Year 10 Students explore the Catholic understanding of creation, particularly the notions of God as 
creator, humanity as the image of God and the role of humanity as stewards of creation. Students also explore 
the basis for these beliefs in scripture and their expression both in the visual arts and in the increasing agency 
of the Church in tackling global concerns about the environment, as well as different Christian understandings 
of the account of creation in Genesis 1 and 2 and the Catholic understanding of the harmony between science 
and religion. Year 11 Students identify and explain two teachings common to Christianity and Judaism: • 
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two years of your 
curriculum. 

Monotheism. • God as Creator. Students identify beliefs about the Messiah as a topic on which the teachings of 
Judaism and Christianity differ and explain the different perspectives on that topic. Key Beliefs: 
he nature of God: o God as one, God as Creator, God as Lawgiver and Judge, loving and merciful. • The divine 
presence (Shekhinah). • Beliefs about life after death, including judgement and resurrection. • The nature and 
role of the Messiah, including different views on the role and importance of the Messiah. Thematic study: 
Students will be expected to show their understanding of religion through the application of teachings from 
religion and beliefs. They will also be expected to make specific references to sources of wisdom and authority 
including scripture or other religious texts. Some texts are prescribed for study in the content that follows, and 
questions may be set on these. 
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Year 10 (Subject) LTP 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies Route B curriculum shows Catholic Social Teaching (CST) through its thematic and theological approach to Catholic 
Christianity, particularly in Components 1 and 2, which focus on foundational and applied Catholic theology. 
Theme 1: Origins and Meaning, Explores Creation, Imago Dei, and Stewardship, linking directly to CST principles such as: 
Dignity of the Human Person 
Care for Creation 
The Common Good 
Theme 2: Good and Evil 
Covers suffering, free will, conscience, and Natural Law. 
CST principles highlighted include: 
Solidarity 
Human Rights 
Justice and Peace 
Encourages reflection on moral responsibility and compassion. 
Applied Catholic Theology 
Theme 3: Life and Death 
Discusses Eschatology, Funeral Rites, and Prayer, emphasizing: 
Respect for Life 
Hope and Community 
Participation in Faith 
CST is shown through beliefs about eternal life and the dignity of each person. 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Title  
Origins and Meaning 

 

 
Origins and 
Meaning 

 
Good and Evil 

 
Good and Evil 

 
Life and Death 

 
Life and Death 

Substantive 
Knowledge 
Taught 

Catholic beliefs 
about the origins 
and meaning of the 
universe, 
investigation of the 
contrasting views 
with humanism and 
Judaism, the Bible 
as a source of 
authority, the study 
of Michelangelo’s 
Creation of Adam 
and symbolism in 
other forms of 
Christian art, the 
influence of imago 
dei, Gaudium et 
Spes 29 & 78, the 
significance of the 
Catholic Church in 
interfaith dialogue 

 Catholic 
perspectives on 
the origin of evil 
with reference to 
St Augustine, 
investigate 
alternative 
Christian and 
non-Christian 
views on the 
nature and origin 
of evil and 
suffering and the 
philosophical 
discussions 
surrounding the 
nature of God in 
response to evil 
and suffering, The 
nature of the 
Trinity as 

 Catholic teaching 
on the meaning of 
death with 
reference to 
euthanasia, 
quality of life, 
sanctity of life, life 
after death, 
resurrection 
heaven and hell, 
Catholic 
Magisterium with 
reference to 
Evangelium Vitae, 
nature and 
importance of the 
Second Vatican 
Council, how 
Christian beliefs 
about the afterlife 
influence 
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and the work of 
CAFOD, SVP and 
Catholic Social 
Teachings. (CST: 
Stewardship, 
Subsidiarity, 
Participation, The 
Common Good, 
Human Dignity, 
Option of the Poor, 
Solidarity and 
Rights and 
Responsibilities) 
 

expressed in the 
Nicene Creed, 
significance of 
Jesus as Incarnate 
Son, divine Word, 
fully God and fully 
human with 
reference to 
scriptural origins, 
Jesus and moral 
authority with 
reference to 
specific 
authoritative 
sources such as 
the beatitudes 
and the concept 
of natural law, 
sculpture and 
statuary and 
pilgrimage. (CST: 
Stewardship, 
Subsidiarity, 
Participation, The 
Common Good, 
Human Dignity, 
Option of the 
Poor, Solidarity 

iconography, 
Music and the 
funeral rites and 
prayer within 
Catholic 
communities. 
(CST: 
Participation, The 
Common Good, 
Human Dignity, 
Solidarity 
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and Rights and 
Responsibilities) 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge (inc. 
Key Concepts) 

Learners will 
consider religious 
and non-religious 
beliefs about the 
origins and value of 
the universe and 
human life. They will 
make relevant 
references to 
scripture, other 
sources of authority 
and contrasting 
scientific and/or 
non-religious 
worldviews such as 
those held by 
Atheists and 
Humanists. This 
theme will also be 
studied, where 
appropriate, from 
the perspective of 
the Jewish religious 
tradition. Pupils will 
study a variety of 

 This theme 
requires learners 
to consider 
philosophical 
questions 
concerning the 
origins and nature 
of good and evil 
and different 
religious answers 
to the problem of 
evil and suffering. 
Learners will make 
relevant 
references to 
scripture and 
other sources of 
authority. This 
theme will also be 
studied, where 
appropriate, from 
the perspective of 
the Jewish 
religious tradition. 

 Learners will 
demonstrate 
understanding of 
the influence 
religion can have 
on individuals, 
communities and 
societies. They 
will be able to 
support their 
responses using 
appropriate 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
key sources of 
wisdom and 
sacred texts 
including; the 
Bible; extracts 
from the 
documents of 
Vatican II or other 
ecumenical 
councils, extracts 
from Papal 
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religious scripture 
and evaluate the 
impact of these 
beliefs and 
teachings. 
 
 

encyclicals and 
exhortations, 
extracts from the 
work of key 
theologians and 
thinkers such as 
St Augustine of 
Hippo as well as 
the views of past 
and current 
philosophers 
Learners will be 
aware of how 
varied 
interpretations of 
sources and/or 
teachings may 
give rise to 
diversity within 
traditions or 
textual studies on 
religious, 
philosophical and 
ethical studies in 
the modern world. 

Tier 3 
Vocabulary 

creation ex nihilo 

 • evolution 

 conscience  
• evil  

 death  
• eternal life 
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 • imago Dei 
 • inspiration 

 • omnipotence 

 • revelation 

 • stewardship 

 • transcendence 

 
 

• free-will  
• goodness 

 • incarnation 

 • Natural Law 

 • privation 

 • suffering 

 • heaven  
• hell  
• judgement 

 • Magisterium 

 • resurrection 

 • soul 
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Year 11 (Subject) LTP 

 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Title Sin and 
Forgiveness 

 
 

Sin and 
Forgiveness 

Judaism Judaism Exams Exams  

Substantive 
Knowledge 
Taught 

The difference 
between a crime 
and a sin, 
rationales for 
criminal penalties, 
Christian 

 The nature of 
God, Messiah, 
covenant 
agreements, life 
on earth, the 
afterlife, worship, 

    

The Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies Route B curriculum shows Catholic Social Teaching (CST) through its thematic and theological approach to Catholic 
Christianity, particularly in Components 1 and 2, which focus on foundational and applied Catholic theology. 
Sin and Forgiveness 
Explores Redemption, Evangelisation, and Mission. 
CST principles include: 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
Community and Participation 
Option for the Poor 
Students learn how Catholic teachings promote justice and healing in society. 
Study of a World Faith (Judaism) 
Encourages interfaith understanding, respect for diversity, and dialogue, which align with CST’s emphasis on solidarity and peacebuilding. 
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teachings about 
forgiveness and 
the development 
of Catholic 
teachings on 
capital 
punishment, 
salvation and the 
role of grace and 
human freedom, 
the nature of the 
Church as one, 
holy, catholic and 
apostolic and 
Mary as a model 
of the Church, 
sacred objects 
including 
buildings, the 
sacraments and 
mission and 
evangelism. (CST: 
Participation, The 
Common Good, 
Human Dignity 
and Rights and 
Responsibilities 

 

practices in 
Britain, 
synagogues, daily 
life and festivals 
including Rosh 
Hashanah, Yom 
Kippur, Pesach, 
Sukkot and the 
diversity of 
practice between 
Reform and 
Orthodox Jews. 
(CST: 
Stewardship, The 
Common Good, 
Human Dignity 
and Rights and 
Responsibilities) 
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Disciplinary 
Knowledge (inc. 
Key Concepts) 

This theme 
requires learners 
to consider 
philosophical 
questions 
concerning the 
nature of 
criminality and 
the rationale for 
punishment. 
Through a study 
of teachings and 
beliefs, questions 
relating to the 
justifiability of 
capital 
punishment will 
be explored. 
Learners will 
make relevant 
references to 
scripture and 
other sources of 
authority. 
 
 

 Learners will be 
aware that 
Judaism is one of 
a diverse range of 
religious and non-
religious 
traditions and 
beliefs in Great 
Britain today that 
includes 
Christianity; 
Buddhism; 
Hinduism; Islam; 
Sikhism; 
Humanism and 
Atheism, but that 
the main religious 
tradition in Great 
Britain is 
Christian.  
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Tier 3 
Vocabulary 

Absolutism 

 • Eucharist 

 • evangelisation 

 • forgiveness 

 • punishment 

 • relativism 

 • salvation 

 • sin 

 
 

 Synagogue 

 • shekinah 

 • Shabbat 

 • kosher  
• Torah 

 • mitzvot 

 • Messiah 

 • Covenant 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

KS5 Overview 
Which exam board have 
you chosen and why? 

Eduqas because it follows on from GCSE. 

What is the rationale for 
the sequence of your KS5 
curriculum? 

The rationale for sequencing a KS5 Religious Education curriculum typically reflects a blend of pedagogical 
strategy, exam board requirements, and developmental progression in students' critical thinking and evaluative 
skills. Here's a general outline of how the curriculum is sequenced: 
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Once students are confident with philosophical and ethical frameworks, they explore religious beliefs and 
practices. 
This allows them to apply philosophical and ethical lenses to theological content. 
Focus is often on core beliefs, sacred texts, and religious identity. Philosophy of Religion and Ethics- These units 
introduce students to critical thinking, argumentation, and ethical reasoning. 
Philosophy themes (e.g., arguments for God's existence, problem of evil) provide a strong intellectual 
foundation. 
Ethics themes (e.g., normative theories, applied ethics) engage students with real-world moral dilemmas. 
These components are accessible and engaging, helping students develop essay-writing and evaluative skills 
early. 

How is your curriculum 
assessed? (50% EoY 11; 
75% Nov Mocks; 100% 
March Mocks – all 
content should be 
complete by the end of 
SPR1 Yr 13). 

Essays done at the end of each topic, two formal exams through the academic year.  

By the end of KS5 what 
should all students know 
and be able to do? And 
how do you ensure this is 
retained in the long-term 
memory of students? 

By the end of KS5 AS Religious Studies, students should have developed a strong foundation in philosophical, 
ethical, and theological thinking. Students should be able to: 
Analyse religious and philosophical arguments 
Evaluate different viewpoints with reasoned judgments 
Construct coherent, well-structured essays 
Use specialist vocabulary accurately 
Make synoptic links between philosophy, ethics, and theology 
Engage critically with texts and scholars.  
I will test memory by: 
Regular low-stakes quizzes revisiting prior content 
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Flashcards (e.g., using platforms like Quizlet) 
Interleaved questioning across topics 
Knowledge Organisers 
Provide clear summaries of key terms, thinkers, and arguments 
Encourage students to use them for self-quizzing and revision 

How does your KS5 
curriculum prepare 
students to be successful 
in further education / 
future careers? 

The KS5 AS Religious Studies curriculum is designed not only to meet academic standards but also to prepare 
students for success in further education and a wide range of future careers. Academic Rigor- Students engage 
with complex philosophical and ethical theories, developing skills in critical analysis, structured argumentation, 
and evaluative writing—all essential for university-level study. Exposure to scholarly texts, academic debate, 
and synoptic thinking mirrors the expectations of humanities and social science degrees. The curriculum 
overlaps with subjects like Philosophy, Law, Politics, Sociology, and Theology, giving students a strong 
foundation for a wide range of degree pathways. 

Take one key concept or 
discrete piece of 
substantive knowledge 
and explain how it 
progresses across the 
two years of your 
curriculum. 

Natural Law- The idea of a telos (purpose) for human beings. The Primary Precepts (e.g., preservation of life, 
reproduction, education of the young). The distinction between real and apparent goods. The role of reason in 
discerning moral law. 
Application: Students apply Natural Law to ethical issues such as abortion, euthanasia, and capital punishment. 
Skills Developed: 
 
Understanding and explaining the theory. 
Applying it to real-world scenarios. 
Beginning to evaluate its strengths and weaknesses. 
 

 

Year 12 (Subject) LTP 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Title A Study of a 
religion 
 
 

A study of a 
religion  

Philosophy of 
Religion 

Philosophy of 
Religion 

Religion and 
Ethics 

Religion and 
Ethics 

Substantive 
Knowledge 
Taught 

In the Eduqas AS 
Religious Studies 
course, the Study 
of a Religion 
component 
(Component 1) 
focuses on 
developing 
students' 
understanding of 
the beliefs, 
teachings, and 
practices of 
Christianity.  
The nature and 
authority of the 
Bible 
Jesus as the Son 
of God, teacher of 
wisdom, liberator 
The role of key 
figures in shaping 
Christian thought 

 In Eduqas AS 
Religious Studies, 
the Philosophy of 
Religion 
component 
(Component 2) 
introduces 
students to 
foundational 
philosophical 
arguments and 
challenges 
related to 
religious belief. 
Cosmological 
Argument: 
Aquinas’ Five 
Ways 
Kalam 
Cosmological 
Argument 
Criticisms from 
Hume and Russell 

 Divine Command 
Theory 
Morality based on 
God's will or 
command. 
Objective moral 
truths grounded 
in divine 
authority. 
Challenges: 
Euthyphro 
dilemma, 
arbitrariness, 
pluralism. 
Robert Adams’ 
Modified Divine 
Command 
Theory. 
 
 
Virtue Theory 
Focus on 
character and 
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(e.g., St Paul, 
Augustine) 
 
Theme 2: 
Religious 
Concepts 
The concept of 
God: 
omnipotence, 
omniscience, 
benevolence 
The Trinity and its 
theological 
significance 
Salvation and 
atonement: 
different models 
(e.g., penal 
substitution, 
moral example) 
Theme 3: 
Religious Life 
 
Worship and 
sacraments (e.g., 
Eucharist, 
baptism) 

 
Teleological 
Argument: 
Design argument 
(Paley’s 
watchmaker) 
Anthropic and 
aesthetic 
principles 
Criticisms from 
Darwin, Hume, 
and Mill 
 
Challenges to 
Inductive 
Arguments: 
Problem of 
infinite regress 
Empirical 
limitations 
Alternative 
explanations (e.g., 
Big Bang, 
evolution) 
 
Theme 2: 
Deductive 

moral virtues 
(Aristotle’s 
doctrine of the 
mean). 
Jesus’ teachings 
on virtues (e.g., 
Beatitudes). 
Challenges: 
cultural relativism, 
lack of practical 
guidance, misuse 
of virtues. 
 
Ethical Egoism 
 
Morality based on 
self-interest. 
Psychological vs. 
ethical egoism. 
Max Stirner’s 
theory: union of 
egoists, rejection 
of material gain. 
Challenges: 
destruction of 
community ethos, 
social injustice, 
moral evil. 
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The role of the 
Church in society 
Expressions of 
faith in daily life 
 
Theme 4: 
Religious Identity 
 
Christian moral 
principles and 
their sources 
Diversity within 
Christianity (e.g., 
Catholic, 
Protestant, 
Orthodox) 
Challenges to 
Christian identity 
in the modern 
world (e.g., 
secularism, 
pluralism) 
 
 
 

Arguments and 
Challenges 
 
Ontological 
Argument: 
Anselm’s 
formulation 
Descartes’ 
version 
Criticisms from 
Gaunilo and Kant 
 
Nature of 
Deductive 
Reasoning: 
A priori vs. a 
posteriori 
Validity and 
soundness 
 
Challenges to 
Ontological 
Argument: 
Logical fallacies 
Conceptual vs. 
existential claims 
 

 
 
 
Theme 2: 
Normative Ethical 
Theories 
 
Natural Law 
(Aquinas) 
Based on reason 
and human 
purpose. 
Primary precepts 
and secondary 
precepts. 
Application to 
moral issues (e.g., 
abortion, 
euthanasia). 
Situation Ethics 
(Joseph Fletcher) 
 
Agape love as the 
guiding principle. 
Rejection of 
legalism and 
antinomianism. 



m Plan 

 

2025-2026  (Subject) Long-Term Plan 

Theme 3: The 
Problem of Evil 
and Suffering 
 
Types of Evil: 
Moral and natural 
evil 
 
 
Augustinian 
Theodicy: 
Free will defense 
Privation theory 
 
Irenaean 
Theodicy: 
Soul-making 
Hick’s 
development 
 
Critiques: 
Logical and 
evidential 
problem of evil 
Dysteleological 
suffering 
 

Application to 
real-life 
dilemmas. 
Utilitarianism 
 
Classical 
(Bentham’s Act 
Utilitarianism). 
Mill’s Rule 
Utilitarianism. 
Hedonic calculus 
and principle of 
utility. 
Application to 
ethical issues. 
 
Theme 3: 
Application of 
Ethical Theory 
 
Students apply 
the above 
theories to 
contemporary 
moral issues such 
as: 
 
Abortion 
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Theme 4: 
Religious 
Experience 
Nature of 
Religious 
Experience: 
Visions, voices, 
conversion 
experiences 
Mystical 
experiences (e.g., 
Teresa of Avila, 
William James) 
 
 
Types and 
Characteristics: 
 
Passive, active, 
volitional, 
coercive 
Individual vs. 
corporate 
experiences 
 
 

Euthanasia 
Capital 
punishment 
Business ethics 
Environmental 
ethics 
 
Theme 4: Meta-
Ethics 
(Introduced at AS, 
developed at A2) 
 
Naturalism: moral 
truths exist and 
can be observed. 
Intuitionism: 
moral truths 
known through 
intuition. 
Emotivism: moral 
statements 
express emotions, 
not facts. 
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Challenges to 
Religious 
Experience: 
 
Psychological 
explanations (e.g., 
Freud, Jung) 
Verification and 
falsifiability 
Hallucination and 
subjectivity 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge (inc. 
Key Concepts) 

 
Students learn to 
interpret and 
evaluate religious 
texts, teachings, 
and practices. 
They explore how 
religious beliefs 
are shaped by 
historical, social, 
and cultural 
contexts. 
They examine 
different scholarly 
perspectives, 
including 

 Students are 
taught to 
construct well-
informed and 
reasoned 
arguments about 
religion and belief. 
They learn to 
substantiate 
claims with 
relevant 
evidence, 
including 
scriptural 
references and 

 Students apply 
religious and 
ethical theories to 
contemporary 
moral dilemmas 
(e.g., euthanasia, 
business ethics). 
They explore how 
religious 
teachings 
influence 
personal and 
societal decision-
making. 
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theological, 
philosophical, and 
ethical 
viewpoints. 
 

academic 
sources. 
They practice 
evaluating 
counter-
arguments and 
forming justified 
conclusions. 

Tier 3 
Vocabulary 

Canon  
Exegesis  
Inspiration  
Incarnation  
Atonement  
Salvation  
Trinity  
Omnipotence  
Omniscience  
Messiah  
Liberator  
Ascension 
 
 

Sacrament  
Eucharist  
Liturgy  
 
Secularism  
Pluralism  
Liberation 
Theology 

Cosmological. 
Teleological  
Ontological 
Argument  
Numinous  
Mystical 
Experience  
Conversion 
Experience  
Corporate 
Experience  

 Natural Law  
Primary Precepts  
Situation  
Utilitarianism  
Hedonic Calculus  
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Appendix 1: KS3 National Curriculum Review 
KS3 National Curriculum (In the rows below detail the requirements of the National Curriculum – adding 
or subtracting rows where required). 

Where is this met within 
your Curriculum? (Evidence 
the 
Year/Term/Title/Substantive 
Knowledge). 

Under the terms of their funding agreement with the Secretary of State for Education, all academies have to 
provide RE for all their pupils, except for those whose parents exercise the right of withdrawal. The type of RE 
specified in the funding agreement depends on whether or not the academy has a religious designation, and 
for converter academies, on whether the predecessor school was a voluntary-controlled (VC), voluntary 
aided (VA) or foundation school. An academy with a religious designation must provide RE in accordance 
with the tenets of the particular faith specified in the designation. An agreed syllabus is a religious education 
syllabus that is designed by a local authority’s Agreed Syllabus Conference (ASC). The syllabus, like the 
provision for RE in academies, must reflect that the religious traditions in Great Britain are, in the main, 
Christian while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in 
Great Britain. The agreed syllabus the is ‘Source to Summit’ syllabus of 2022. 
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