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(Subject) Intent

Vision and Values

(What is your subject? What do you teach? And why do you teach it? What are your ambitions for your pupils? What makes your subject,
your subject? What do students in your subject think like?)

This curriculum challenges students of all abilities and provides experiences to develop our students into independent learners and critical thinkers who are inspired,
challenged and prepared to embrace the modern world. Through the units taught students will explore ideas about equality and diversity throughout the curriculum and this
will encourage them to be respectful, confident and tolerant citizens (British values). Our curriculum challenges our students to develop their reading habits by inspiring a
love of reading in all curriculum areas, by providing access to a range of reading forms, and by explicitly teaching reading strategies throughout the curriculum.

A range of transferable skills are developed within Sociology, these include; analysis of texts, essay writing, communication of ideas, team work, presentation skills, data
analysis, evaluation of theoretical perspectives and independent research. Through the research module delivered, students will be able to design and execute social research
which is vital in the world of work.

Curriculum Design

(How is your Curriculum designed? How is it sequenced? How is are key concepts developed? How does your curriculum design
support long-term memory retention? How does your curriculum design make use of inter-leaved practice or spaced practice?)

In Y12 Students will spend three weeks on the induction in order to fully develop knowledge of concepts, theory and key themes. This will give a good grounding for the
development of all sociological study. Families and households will be taught as the first module to build up essential exam skills and introduce them to the key topics unit.
Within the families and households unit we focus first on developing theoretical viewpoints on the family and this builds on the induction period. Modern theories are
taught first and then criticised using postmodern theories, so following the chronology of viewpoints. The two ten mark question exam skills are embedded within this unit
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and these question styles appear on every paper, so it works well to cover these first. Education as a topic will be studied from December until March and follows the same
path as families and households. Theory is taught first and applied to education. Social policy is taught as the last topic as it draws on theoretical viewpoints but also
examines the way in which policy impacts upon the achievement of different social groups. Research methods is then taught last, drawing on the links to education for the
methods in context assessment. Three weeks at the end of term is spent teaching the crime and deviance unit to relieve some of the pressure in the second year.
Differentiated support is available for all learners within lesson with a range of teaching and learning activities embedded within the classroom.

In Y13 Students will spend the first week reviewing the two topics taught last year for crime and deviance. This unit is taught first as there is a significant amount of content
to get through with ten key topics to explore. As with the two key first year units, theoretical views of crime and deviance will be taught first and synoptic links will be
developed. Exam skills from the education content mirror the crime and deviance paper, so it beneficial to teach these in this order. Crime and deviance will be taught
before Christmas and the media unit will be introduced in the last week of the first term, to introduce key content. Media is the last topic to be taught and exam skills
mirror the families and household unit. Theory is taught last as this is a synoptic unit and draws on all units studied. Theory is also uplifted here and the content is very
demanding, so works well to teach this last. Flashback activities will be taught throughout the second year to recall key content from first year. Differentiated support is
available for all learners within lesson with a range of teaching and learning activities embedded within the classroom.

(Subject) Key Concepts

1. Macro Theories
A broad, large-scale explanation that focuses on how society operates. It looks at social structures, institutions, and systems (like the
economy, government, or education) and how they shape and influence human behaviour and relationships. Macro theories aim to explain
patterns and trends at the societal level, rather than focusing on individuals or small groups.

2. Marxism
Marxism is the name for a set of political and economic ideas. The basic ideas are that: The world is split into multiple classes (groups) of
people. The two main classes are the working class and the capitalist, or ruling, class. The working class is exploited by the ruling class.

3. Functionalism
A theoretical framework in sociology that views society as a complex system whose parts work together to promote solidarity and stability.
It emphasizes the importance of each part of society in maintaining the overall health and functionality of the whole.

4. Interactionism
Emphasises the small-scale, everyday interactions that occur between people. Key to this perspective is the idea that social reality is not
fixed but constructed through these interactions.
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Feminism

a sociological theory that focuses on understanding and addressing gender inequality. It seeks to examine how social structures, cultural
norms, and power relations contribute to the subordination of women and other marginalised genders.

Reliability

The extent to which the research can be replicated either by the same researcher/s at a later date or by different researcher/s, and
the same or similar results produced. That is, consistent results.

An explanation of this concept within the academic discipline.

Validity

The extent to which the data is a true picture of what is being researched. Does it provide a true picture of the social reality of those
being studied? Does the research do what it set out to do?
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(Subject) LTP

_Jawwmnt Javeemn2  fspringt ] spring2 | summer1 ___Jsummer2

Year 12 Intro to Soc. Families and Families and Education Topic Education Topic Education topics
Families and Households Households Basic Research Recap family
Households Basic Research Basic Research methods Recap research
methods methods methods
Year 13 Crime and Crime and Media Topic Media Topic Recap all topics
Deviance Topic deviance Research and research
Research methods methods
methods
Exams

Links to catholic social teaching (CST)
Human Dignity

e Sociology: Topics like social inequality, crime, and education examine how individuals and groups are treated based on class, ethnicity, gender, etc.
CST: Teaches that every person has inherent dignity, created in the image of God.
e Link: Sociology can be used to highlight where human dignity is violated (e.g., through racism, poverty, discrimination), and CST offers a moral framework

for addressing these injustices.
2. The Common Good

e Sociology: Looks at how social policies and institutions affect different groups in society.
e CST: The common good means working for the well-being of all, especially the most vulnerable.
e Link: Sociological analysis can identify systemic barriers to the common good (e.g., lack of access to education or healthcare), and CST encourages active
engagement to remove them.
3. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

e Sociology: Often studies poverty, class structures, and marginalisation.
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e CST: Prioritises care and justice for the poor and vulnerable.
e Link: Sociology provides the data and analysis; CST offers the ethical imperative to act.
4. Solidarity and Subsidiarity

e Sociology: Investigates social relationships, communities, and power dynamics.
e CST: Encourages solidarity (standing with others in unity) and subsidiarity (decisions made at the most local level possible).
e Link: Sociology explores how systems empower or disesmpower communities; CST advocates for structures that promote local agency and shared
responsibility.
5. Rights and Responsibilities

e Sociology: Considers social control, law, deviance, and justice systems.
e CST: Emphasises that with human rights come responsibilities — to others and society.
e Link: Sociology critiques institutions that may infringe on rights; CST pushes for systems that balance freedom with moral responsibility.

Catholic Academy
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KS5 Overview

Which exam board have The AQA specification has been selected and the topics studied are - education, families and households, crime and deviance, mass
you chosen and why? media, theory and methods. The AQA specification has been selected due to its accessibility and range of topics covered. Sociology was
the 6th most popular A level in 2024 and AQA is the largest exam board.

What is the rationale for All units in first year and second year begin with theoretical views and synoptic links can then be developed. In Y12 we begin with

the sequence of your KS5 ‘Families and Households’ as the content is most accessible/less complex and lends itself well to illustrating each major theoretical
approach.

Education is then taught after Families and Households, making synoptic links to the afore learned major concepts. Exam skills from the
education content (P1) mirror the crime and deviance paper (P3), so it is beneficial to teach these in this order.

In Y13 Crime and deviance will be taught before Christmas and the media unit will be introduced in the last week of the first term, to
introduce key content. Media is the last topic to be taught and exam skills mirror the families and household unit — which also serves as
an exam skills recap from Y12 Paper 1.

curriculum?

Theory is taught last as this is a synoptic unit and draws on all units studied providing excellent revision opporunities from Y12 and Y13.
Theory is also uplifted here and the content is very demanding, so works well to teach this last. Flashback activities will be taught
throughout the second year to recall key content from first year. Differentiated support is available for all learners within lesson with a
range of teaching and learning activities embedded within the classroom.

A PARALLEL LEARNING PLAN is used throughout Y12 and Y13 to ensure previous knowledge is being revised/re-learned in order to
ensure knowledge and skill retention and foster continuous revision from day one of the course. This includes knowledge audits, short
and long response assessment questions and research summary grids. Regular knowledge tests are recorded and students will be ‘hot-
seated’ to ensure they are completing the parallel work.

Revision booklets (back to basics guides) are given to all students after each unit. These are useful resources for the mid performing
students. One to one tailored support offered and a range of interventions (including small group sessions after school) are in place to
help those underachieving.

How is your curriculum 50% end of Y12
assessed? 75% Nov mocks
100% April Y13
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By the end of KS5 what
should all students know
and be able to do? And
how do you ensure this is
retained in the long-term
memory of students?

rexgs Notre Dame
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By the end of Key Stage 5 (KS5), sociology students should have developed a deep and critical understanding
of sociological theories, concepts, methods, and contemporary issues, along with the ability to apply this
knowledge analytically and evaluatively.

LTM Strategies

1. Regular Retrieval Practice

Weekly retrieval and ‘hot seating’ to ensure PLP is being completed (to include current and previous content).
2. Interleaving

Mix topics and question types in lessons and homework to force students to differentiate between concepts
(e.g. applying both Marxist and Feminist perspectives to family in the same session).

3. Students to complete own concept maps

Use diagrams, timelines, and graphic organisers alongside text to help visualise abstract concepts.

4. Elaboration

Asking students to explain concepts in their own words and link them to real-world examples or current events
eg patriarchy in media (fact and fiction — they can link this to other subjects eg novels in English Lit and content
learned in history)

5. Concrete Examples

Students to analyse/mark/improve/compare example and exemplar answers

6. Regular Essays and Scaffolding

Embed regular practice essay writing, initially heavily scaffolded, then gradually independent (I do, we do, you
do)

7. Parallel Learning to include knowledge organisers, knowledge audits and research grids (to aid retrieval)
Using grids where students fill in what they can recall before reviewing notes — referred to as ‘colour
assessments’.

8. Spiralling Curriculum

Revisiting big ideas (e.g., inequality, power, gender) across topics.. This reinforces conceptual links. Often
starter/plenary appropriate.

9. Metacognitive Strategies

Y %.% ) ok & Catholic Academy
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How does your KS5
curriculum prepare
students to be successful
in further education /
future careers?

Take one key concept or
discrete piece of
substantive knowledge
and explain how it

progresses across the
two years of your
curriculum.

7,

Notre Dame
Catholic Academy
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Students to monitor their own understanding and study strategies using reflection tasks and keeping an
assessment file to monitor own data

Students develop the ability to construct well-structured, balanced arguments using theories and evidence.
This is a crucial skill in university-level study.

AQA Sociology introduces both qualitative and quantitative research methods, mirroring university-level social
science research modules. This includes how to evaluate the reliability, validity, and ethics of research.

By exploring key sociological theories (Marxism, Functionalism, Feminism) and applying them to real-world
contexts, students build theoretical fluency that translates well into disciplines such as sociology, criminology,
psychology, politics, and social policy at HE level.

In terms of preparation for future careers, the transferable skills obtained at KS5 Sociology include:
Communication: Expressing complex ideas clearly in writing and discussion, analytical thinking by breaking
down and evaluating societal structures, patterns, and inequalities, understanding society and social issues by
fostering an awareness of inequality, power dynamics, crime, education, and differing family structures. This
could be useful for careers such as social work, education, law, journalism, policing, teaching.

Students are encouraged to keep abreast of real-world issues which will further support vocational careers in
areas such as healthcare, community outreach, probation services and youth work.

Knowledge of research methods develops significantly across the two-year course. Y12 provides an
introduction and foundation of research methods, where students are introduced to the basic concepts,
approaches, and debates in sociological research. This begins with some standalone units and is then
interleaved with education unit.

In Y13, the focus shifts to more synoptic use of research methods. Students are expected to apply their
research methods knowledge to broader sociological contexts and understand the links between theory and
method in more depth such as evaluating research methods from a theoretical standpoint (e.g., why
Interpretivists prefer qualitative methods).
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My notes: Substantive knowledge refers to knowing ‘what’ specific facts need to be remembered.
Disciplinary Knowledge: is about knowing ‘ how’ - eg how marxist would explain crime based on what you already know about marxist theory. Also, HOW the theories are similar
and different to each other. How consensus can be used to argue conflict, HOW micro can be used to argue macro, HOW interps will study phenomen compared to posititists

Year 12 (Subject) LTP

Title Intro to Soc. Families and Families and Households Education Topic Education Topic Education
Families and Households Basic Research methods Basic Research topics
Households Basic Research methods Recap
methods family
Recap
research
methods
Substantive Intro to Families and Families and Households Education Education
Knowledge sociological Households Demography: Functions of the Processes within
Taught perspectives, Changing patterns Birth rate, death rate, education schools:
Using the family  in family life: ageing population system Labelling, self-
and households Divorce, marriage, Family diversity and (Functionalism,  fulfilling prophecy,
topic: cohabitation, social policy subcultures
childbearing
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Disciplinary
Knowledge
(inc. Key
Concepts)

7,

Functionalist,
Marxist, Feminist,
Postmodernist

Theoretical
Perspectives
Seeing
perspectives as
‘lenses’: How
they interpret
the same
phenomena (e.g.,
family)
differently
(conflict vs
consensus)

Notre Dame
Catholic Academy

Established 1869

Gender roles and
domestic division
of labour

Research
methods:

Types of research:
Quantitative vs
qualitative
Primary vs
secondary

Families and
Households

Seeing
perspectives as
‘lenses”: How they
interpret the same
phenomena
similarly
(exploitations e.g
gender and class) .

Research Methods

Research methods:
Questionnaires

Interviews
(structured/unstructured)

Education

perspectives as ‘lenses”:
How they interpret the
same phenomena (e.g.
education) differently
(conflict vs consensus)

Research Methods

Marxism, New
Right)
Educational
achievement:
Class, gender,
and ethnicity
differences

Education
Seeing
perspectives as
‘lenses”: How
they interpret
the same
phenomena
similarly
(exploitations
e.g gender and
class) .

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

Educational policy:
Marketisation,
privatisation,
educational reform

Research
methods:
Observations
(participant/non-
participant)
Experiments
Official statistics

Research
Methods

Debates about
methods:
Reliability, validity,
representativeness
Understanding
bias, objectivity,
generalisability
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Tier 3
Vocabulary

7,

Functionalism, A
consensus
theory that sees
society as
working
harmoniously
through shared
norms.

Marxism, A
conflict theory

focusing on class

struggle and
capitalist
exploitation.
Feminism, A
theory focusing
on gender
inequality and
patriarchy.

Notre Dame

Catholic Academy

Established 1869

How sociological
knowledge
designed e.g:
Data collection
(quantitative vs
qualitative)

Dual burden, When
women do both
paid work and
domestic labour.
Triple shift, Paid
work + domestic
work + emotional
labour, usually
experienced by
women.
Symmetrical family,
A family where roles
are more equal or
shared between
partners.
Secularisation, The
decline in the
influence of religion
in society.

Evaluation using PET
(Practical, Ethical,
Theoretical issues)

Identity, How individuals
see themselves and are
seen by others.

Agency, The ability of
individuals to act
independently and make
free choices.

Social structure, The
organised pattern of
social relationships and
institutions in society.

Meritocracy, A
system where
rewards are based
on ability and
effort.

Cultural capital,
Non-financial
assets (e.g.
language,
attitudes) that
help middle-class
success.

Hidden
curriculum,
Unwritten,
unofficial lessons
learned in school,
such as
obedience.
Marketisation,
Applying market

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

Ethnocentric
curriculum, A
curriculum that
reflects the culture of
one ethnic group
(usually white
British).
Compensatory
education, Additional
resources provided to
help disadvantaged
students succeed.

Recap all
tier 3 vocab

Operationalisation,
Defining a concept in
a measurable way.
Participant
observation, A
method where the
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7,

Postmodernism,
A theory that
challenges grand
narratives and
embraces
diversity and
fragmentation.
Socialisation, The
process of
learning norms
and values of a
culture.

Norms, Social
rules that define
acceptable
behaviour.
Values, Deeply
held beliefs
about what is
right or wrong.
Identity, How
individuals see
themselves and
are seen by
others.

Agency, The
ability of
individuals to act

Notre Dame
Catholic Academy

Established 1869

Serial monogamy, A
pattern of having
one relationship at
a time, but multiple
over a lifetime.
Demographic
change,

Methods Vocab
Quantitative data,
Numerical data that
can be measured or
counted.
Qualitative data,
Descriptive data

principles (choice,
competition) to
public services like
schools.

Labelling, The
process of
assigning a
category or
identity to a
student, often
negatively.
Self-fulfilling
prophecy, When a
prediction causes
itself to become
true through
behaviour change.
Educational
triage, The
process where
schools categorise
students based on
their exam
potential.
Streaming,
Grouping students
by ability for all
subjects.

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

researcher joins the
group being studied.
Hawthorne effect,
When participants
alter behaviour
because they know
they’re being
observed.

Ethics, Moral
considerations in
research (e.g.
consent, harm,
privacy).



independently
and make free
choices.

Social structure,
The organised
pattern of social
relationships and
institutions in
society.

Nuclear family, A
family unit
consisting of two
parents and their
children.
Extended family,
A family
structure
including wider
kin, such as
grandparents or
cousins.
Instrumental role,
The breadwinner
role, typically
assigned to men

2025-2026 (Subject) Long-Term Plan

that provides
insight into
meanings or
experiences.
Validity, The extent
to which data
measures what it
claims to measure.
Reliability, The
consistency or
repeatability of
results.
Representativeness,
Whether findings
can be generalised
to the wider
population.

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence
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in traditional
models.
Expressive role,
The
nurturing/caring
role, typically
assigned to
women in
traditional
models.

Year 13 (Subject) LTP

T Tz Jspingt soingz | sumeri [ summorz

Title Crime and Crime and deviance  Media Topic Media Topic Recap all
Deviance Topic Research, theory Research, theory topics and

Recap Theory methods methods research
methods

oo Ko rewgs Notre Dame
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Substantive
Knowledge

Taught

7,

The Social
Construction of
Crime and
Deviance
Definitions of crime
and deviance.
Crime as a social
construct,
Differences
between formal
and informal social
control.
Interactionist and
labelling theory
views on the
definition and
creation of
deviance.

Theories of Crime
and Deviance
Functionalist
Perspectives
Durkheim: Crime is
inevitable,

Notre Dame
Catholic Academy

Established 1869

Realist Theories
Left Realism: Lea &
Young — Relative
deprivation,
marginalisation,
subculture.

Right Realism:
Wilson, Herrnstein —
Biological and social
factors, broken
windows theory,
rational choice
theory.

Feminist
Perspectives
Heidensohn:
Patriarchal control
and female
conformity.

Carlen: Gender deals
and class/gender-
based control.
Smart, Walklate:
Gendered

The New Media
Definition of new
media: Digital,
interactive,
hypertextual, global,
convergent.
Differences between
new and traditional
media.

Media convergence
(e.g. smartphones as
platforms for TV,
internet, social
media).
Characteristics of
new media:
Interactivity, user-
generated content,
digitalisation.
Participatory culture
(Jenkins): Active
audiences shaping
content.

The digital divide:
Access and

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

Exams

The Impact of the
Media on Audiences
Hypodermic syringe
model: Media injects
passive audiences
with messages.
Two-step flow model:
Opinion leaders
mediate messages.
Uses and gratifications
theory: Audiences
actively choose media
for needs (e.g. identity,
entertainment).
Reception theory
(Stuart Hall): Preferred,
negotiated, and
oppositional readings.

The Relationship
Between the Media,
Content, and
Presentation of News
News as a social
construct — not just
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7,

functional, and
reinforces
collective
conscience.
Merton'’s Strain
Theory: Innovation,
ritualism,
retreatism,
rebellion.

Cohen: Status
frustration and
delinquent
subcultures.
Cloward and Ohlin:
Three subcultures
— criminal, conflict,
retreatist.

Marxist and Neo-
Marxist
Perspectives
Marxism: Law
reflects ruling class
interests; selective
law enforcement.
Gordon, Box,
Chambliss — class
bias and inequality
in justice system.

Notre Dame
Catholic Academy

Established 1869

victimisation, double
deviance.
Underrepresentation
of women in crime
statistics.

Globalisation and
Crime

Global criminal
economy:
Trafficking,
cybercrime, green
crime, terrorism,
corporate crime.
Castells: Global
networks of crime.
Glocalism: Global
criminal networks
adapted to local
contexts.

Green crime:
Primary and
secondary
environmental
crimes (South).
State crime:
Genocide, war

inequality (class,
age, gender, global
North/South).

Ownership and
Control of the Media
Concentration of
ownership: A few
global
conglomerates
dominate media
(e.g. Rupert
Murdoch, News
Corp).

Horizontal and
vertical integration.
Globalisation of
media ownership.
Theories on media
ownership and
control:

Marxist view: Media
owned by ruling
class; ideological
control.
Neo-Marxist view:
Cultural hegemony
(Gramsci); media

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

reported, but selected
and shaped.
Gatekeeping and
agenda setting:
Editors/journalists
decide what's
newsworthy.

News values (Galtung
& Ruge): Factors that
influence what gets
reported.

Influence of owners,
advertisers, and
political bias on news
content.

Rise of citizen
journalism and
alternative news
platforms.
Churnalism:
Repackaging of press
releases as news.
Moral panics (Cohen)
and creation of folk
devils.
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Neo-Marxism: Hall
et al. — policing the
crisis and moral
panic around black
muggers.

Taylor, Walton,
Young: Fully social
theory of deviance.
Interactionism and
Labelling Theory
Becker: Deviance
as a social
construction.
Cicourel:
Typifications and
negotiation of
justice.

Lemert: Primary
and secondary
deviance.
Self-fulfilling
prophecy, deviant
career, master
status.

Cohen: Moral
panics and folk
devils.

Notre Dame
Catholic Academy
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crimes, torture
(Cohen, Kelman &
Hamilton).

5. Control,
Punishment and
Victimology
Surveillance and
Control

Foucault:
Disciplinary power,
panopticism.
CCTV, surveillance
society, social
sorting.

Synoptic
surveillance
(Mathiesen).
Punishment
Functionalist vs
Marxist views on
punishment.
Retributive vs
instrumental justice.
The role of prison -
deterrent or
warehouse?

subtly supports
dominant ideology.
Pluralist view: Media
reflects a range of
views; audience is in
control.
Postmodernist view:
Fragmentation and
diversity of sources
challenge elite
control.

Theories of the
Media

Marxist and Neo-
Marxist views:
Media as a tool for
ideological control.
Dominant ideology
reinforces capitalist
values.

Pluralist view:
Media reflects
consumer demand.
Power lies with
audiences.
Feminist view:

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

The Media,
Globalisation and
Popular Culture

The role of media in
cultural globalisation.
Global popular culture:
Shared cultural
products (e.g. Netflix,
TikTok, K-pop).
Debate:

Cultural imperialism:
Western values
dominate global
culture.

Hybridisation: Mixing
global and local
cultures
(glocalisation).
Postmodernism: Media
saturation, hyperreality
(Baudrillard), blurred
boundaries between
real and fake.

Media and identity:
How people use media
to shape or express
identity.
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Young: Deviancy
amplification.

Social Distribution
of Crime

Class: Working-
class
overrepresentation,
white-collar and
corporate crime
under-policed.
Gender: Chivalry
thesis, double
deviance,
masculinity and
crime
(Messerschmidt).
Ethnicity: Over-
policing of black
communities,
institutional racism
(Macpherson
Report), stop-and-
search, media
stereotypes.

Age: Young people
and peak offending

Notre Dame
Catholic Academy

Established 1869

Alternatives to
prison and control
through community
sentencing.
Victimology
Positivist
victimology:
Patterns of
victimisation, victim
proneness.

Critical victimology:
Structural causes
(poverty, patriarchy,
state power).

Media reproduces
patriarchy.
Underrepresentation
and objectification
of women.
Postmodernist view:
Decline of
metanarratives.
Media as
fragmented, diverse,
and identity-
creating.
Functionalist view:
Media helps
socialisation,
integration, value
consensus.

Media effects
debate:

Violence and
desensitisation
Imitation (copycat
crimes)

Fear of crime Moral
panics and media
amplification
(Young, Cohen).

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

Media Representations
Representation of
social groups:

Gender:
Underrepresentation
of women,
stereotypes, male gaze
(Mulvey), post-
feminist media culture.
Ethnicity: Stereotypes
(criminal,
untrustworthy, exotic),
underrepresentation,
Islamophobia.

Social class: Working
class as undeserving
or deviant (e.g.
"benefits scroungers”).
Age: Youth portrayed
as
rebellious/problematic;
elderly as dependent
or a burden.

Disability: Often pitied,
stigmatised, or
ignored.

The concept of
symbolic annihilation:
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age, age-crime
curve.

Media literacy and
increasing audience

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

Media invisibility or
marginalisation of

awareness. certain groups.
Media and Crime Media as a site of
Media ideological struggle
representation of (especially in
crime and representation of
criminals. minorities and

Creation of moral marginalised groups).
panics and folk
devils.

Influence of media
on fear of crime.
Media as a cause
of crime (e.g.,
desensitisation,
copycat crimes).
Cybercrime and
digital surveillance.

Green crime and
environmental
harms.

Human rights and
state crime (linked
to globalisation
and control).
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Disciplinary
Knowledge
(inc. Key
Concepts)

7,

o

Transgressive
criminology
(beyond legal
definitions of
crime).

Evaluate theories
based on:
Explanatory power
Empirical support
Relevance to
contemporary
society

Internal
consistency and
logic

Compare and
contrast
perspectives on:
Causes of crime
Functions of crime
Responses to
deviance

Notre Dame
Catholic Academy

Established 1869

Use of Sociological
Evidence

Students develop
skills to:

Critically assess
empirical studies
and research
findings (e.g. Lea
and Young on Left
Realism, Becker on
labelling).
Understand patterns
and trends in official
statistics and how
they may be
misleading.

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence
v 7 te)

Methods

Though research
methods are taught in
separate units,
students must:
Recognise how
methods influence
findings in crime
research (e.g. official
stats vs qualitative
interviews).

Consider ethics,
especially in sensitive
areas like crime,
victimisation, and
deviance.
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Role of the state
and media
Example
disciplinary
thinking: “How
does Marxism
explain corporate
crime differently
from
Functionalism?”

Notre Dame
Catholic Academy

Established 1869

Use quantitative and
qualitative data to
support arguments.
Interpret crime data
while acknowledging
issues such as the
dark figure of crime
or bias in reporting.
Example
disciplinary
thinking: “How
reliable are police
statistics for
measuring crime?
What do self-
report studies
reveal instead?”
Theories and
Methods

Structure vs action:
Are people shaped
by society or do
they act
independently?
Consensus vs
conflict: Is crime a
result of breakdown

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

Apply methodological
understanding to
debates like:

Can crime be
measured objectively?
Are official statistics
valid?

Should covert
research be used?
Example disciplinary
thinking: “Why might
participant
observation be both
useful and
problematic in
studying deviant
subcultures?”
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in consensus or
structural
inequalities?
Objectivity vs
subjectivity: Can
crime be studied
‘scientifically’ or is it
always socially
constructed?
Determinism vs
agency: Are
individuals ‘caused’
to commit crime, or
do they choose it?
Modern vs
postmodern
theories: How does
postmodernism
challenge traditional
explanations of
crime?

Example
disciplinary
thinking: “Do
postmodern
theories offer a
more relevant
explanation of
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Tier 3
Vocabulary

7,

Deviance —
Behavior that
violates social
norms or
expectations.
Crime — An act
that breaks the law
and is punishable
by the state.

Social control —
Mechanisms,
strategies, and
institutions used to
regulate behavior
and enforce norms.
Anomie — A state
of normlessness,
often resulting in
deviant behavior

(Durkheim/Merton).

Subculture — A
group within
society that holds

Notre Dame
Catholic Academy

Established 1869

cybercrime than
traditional
theories?”

Moral panic — A
wave of public
concern over an
exaggerated or
imaginary threat to
society (Cohen).
Folk devils —
Individuals or groups
blamed for social
problems, often
central in moral
panics.

Deviancy
amplification — The
process by which
the media
exaggerates
deviance, increasing
societal reaction
and deviant
behavior.

Relative deprivation
— The perception of

Media ownership —
Refers to who
controls media
companies (e.g.
concentration of
ownership in few
hands).

Horizontal
integration — A
media company
owning many outlets
at the same level
(e.g. newspapers).
Vertical integration
— A company
controlling all stages
of media production
and distribution.
Public service
broadcasting —
Media intended to
benefit the public,

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence

Gatekeeping — The
process by which
editors and journalists
decide what news gets
published.

Agenda setting — The
ability of the media to
influence what issues
are considered
important.

Media framing — The
angle or perspective
used by media to
present a story
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different values or
norms from the
mainstream.
Labelling — The
process of defining
someone as
deviant, which may
lead to a self-
fulfilling prophecy.
Self-fulfilling
prophecy — When
an individual
internalizes a label
and acts
accordingly.
Strain theory —
Merton’s theory
that deviance
occurs when
people cannot
achieve socially
approved goals
through legitimate
means

Catholic Academy

«em'o, %5, Notre Dame
& Emmesma Established 1869

being deprived
compared to others,
leading to deviance.
Status frustration —
A sense of
dissatisfaction due
to a lack of status,
often leading to
deviant subcultures
(Cohen).

not profit (e.g. the
BBC).

Censorship — The
suppression of
content deemed
harmful or
inappropriate.
Media regulation —
Government or
independent
oversight of media
to ensure standards
are met.

Media gaze — The
perspective through
which media
represents people
(e.g. male gaze -
Mulvey).
Hyperreality — A
postmodern
concept
(Baudrillard) where
media
representations
become more real
than reality.

Charity, Courtesy, Courage, Confidence
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Moral panic —
Exaggerated public
concern over a
group or issue, often
fueled by the media
(Cohen).

Folk devils — Groups
that are demonised
by the media during
moral panics.
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