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(Subject) Intent 

Vision and Values 

(What is your subject? What do you teach? And why do you teach it? What are your ambitions for your pupils? What makes your subject, 
your subject? What do students in your subject think like?) 
 
The Criminology curriculum at KS5 is designed to provide students with a rigorous, applied understanding of crime and criminal behaviour within a real-world context. 
Through a blend of sociological, psychological, and legal perspectives, the course aims to develop learners' critical awareness of the causes, consequences, and societal 
responses to crime. Our intent is to equip students with analytical and evaluative skills to interpret patterns of criminality and assess the effectiveness of crime control 
methods. 
Promote an understanding of the interrelationship between theory and practice in the criminal justice system, including how policy, media, and public perception influence 
criminal justice outcomes. 
Encourage students to engage with ethical, moral, and social issues, exploring the impact of crime on victims, communities, and wider society. 
Prepare students for further study and careers in criminology, law, policing, social work, or psychology by developing transferable skills such as research, communication, 
investigation, and report writing. 
Support all learners, regardless of background, in achieving success by ensuring that content is inclusive, accessible, and linked to both local and national crime issues, 
encouraging engagement and relevance. 
Ultimately, the Criminology curriculum seeks to nurture inquisitive, socially aware, and ethically responsible individuals who are equipped to question, challenge, and 
contribute to discussions around crime and justice in modern society. 
 
A range of transferable skills are developed within Criminology, these include; analysis of texts, essay writing, communication of ideas, team work, presentation skills, data 
analysis, evaluation of theoretical perspectives and independent research. Through the research module delivered, students will be able to design and execute social research 
which is vital in the world of work. 
 
 

 

Curriculum Design 

Design 
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(How is your Curriculum designed? How is it sequenced? How is are key concepts developed? How does your curriculum design 
support long-term memory retention? How does your curriculum design make use of inter-leaved practice or spaced practice?) 
 
We teach the Units 1-4 in chronological order. We do this because each unit is synoptic and builds on the knowledge gained from previous units. Examined units are only 
available in May so sitting Unit 2 in the May of the 1st year allows students to resit in the 2nd year. Students sitting the controlled assessments first in the year allows time 
for a fresh attempt before marks are submitted to the exam board. In addition, sitting unit 1 and 2 in the first year of study allows students who leave college after the first 
year to 'cash in' the certificate qualification.  
 
Order of Unit 1 has been changed for the academic year 24/23. This was based on analysis of student performance on the Unit controlled assessment - students were losing 
the most marks on the campaign design element of it. To address this we have moved the campaign ACs to be the first thing students cover, before Oct half term. This 
allows us to then return to the material in the weeks immediately prior to the controlled assessment, rather than going straight into the controlled assessment after 
teaching it. 
 
In addition, the order of Unit 2 has been moved away from the traditional chronological order of the assessment criteria. This is based on experiences of teaching the unit 
in full for the first time last year - students found the structure disjointed and repetitive. As a result of this we have combined all law change assessment criteria into one, 
and moved the policies that stem from theories to be taught straight after the theories, to enable students to see the links to the theory and help them decipher the exam 
question in the topic area. 
 
All students are invited to study hall on a Weds lunchtime/afternoon. This is student led but with a teacher present to help where needed, this allows students to access 
the support they specifically need on a one to one basis. In addition students are frequently supported in lessons through live marking from teachers, written feedback on 
exam questions, scaffolds for exam questions and research tasks. 
 
In Y13 we do not follow the assessment criteria within in the order of the spec In Unit 3, we complete ACs 1.3, 1.4, 2.2, 2.3, 2.5 first. This are the smaller, more fact based 
assessment criteria. Getting these done before the long summer holidays is beneficial to students in several ways. They are less skills based in terms of writing, and if students 
have made good notes and practiced writing up, many achieve full marks on these assessment criteria. This has been true across the cohort since we started offering the 
course. We then move on to the longer, more complex ACs when students return in Sept. This means we can spend longer on them, and support students more with their 
extended writing. There is also less chance of a loss of knowledge and skills over the summer. In Unit 4 we have moved away from teaching in the order of the assessment 
criteria this year. We have moved towards teaching by concepts, in this case by the agency that students need to know. We will cover everything about the agency, from all 
parts of the specification, before moving on. When teaching AC by AC the spec can be repetitive and students lose motivation. Teaching this way allows us to interleave and 
repeatedly practice the aspects that come up numerous times, applying them to each agency. When it comes to revision, we then switch to a more traditional chronological 
approach. This allows students to have accessed the information needed from 'all angles', giving them a very holistic overview and preparing them to answer the most 
difficult exam questions which pull from several different areas of the spec. 
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Criminology Key Concepts 
1. Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime 

• Types of crime: White-collar crime, state crime, moral crimes, technological crime, hate crime. 

• Underreported crime: Reasons why some crimes go unreported. 

• Media representations of crime: Influence of the media on public perception. 

• Campaigns for change: How individuals and groups campaign to raise awareness or change laws/policies. 

• Public perception of crime: How different factors (e.g. media, culture) shape views on crime. 
 

2. Unit 2: Criminological Theories 

• Biological theories: Genetic, neurological and physiological explanations of criminal behaviour. 

• Individualistic theories: Psychological theories such as Eysenck’s personality theory, Freud’s psychodynamic theory. 

• Sociological theories: Marxism, Functionalism, Labelling Theory, Left and Right Realism. 

• Social construction of criminality: How definitions of crime vary across time, culture, and context. 

• Evaluation of theories: Strengths, limitations, and application of each theory to real-world crime. 
 

3. Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom 

• Investigative process: From the crime scene, through forensic and witness evidence, to suspect questioning. 

• Roles within criminal investigations: Police, SOCOs, CPS, forensic scientists, pathologists. 

• Types of evidence: Physical, testimonial, digital, and their reliability in court. 

• Court proceedings: Court structures, trial process, jury decision-making. 

• Rules of evidence and miscarriages of justice: What makes evidence admissible and how errors occur. 
 
 

4. Unit 4: Crime and Punishment 

• Forms and aims of punishment: Retribution, rehabilitation, deterrence, incapacitation, reparation. 
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• The criminal justice system: The roles and relationships of agencies (police, CPS, courts, prisons, probation). 

• Laws and their application: How laws are made and applied; consistency and fairness. 

• Sociological and philosophical perspectives on punishment: Justifications and effectiveness. 

• Social control: Formal and informal mechanisms of maintaining order. 
 

5. Throughout: Reliability 

The extent to which the research can be replicated either by the same researcher/s at a later date or by different researcher/s, and the same or similar 
results produced. That is, consistent results. 
An explanation of this concept within the academic discipline. 

6. Throughout: Validity 

The extent to which the data is a true picture of what is being researched. Does it provide a true picture of the social reality of those being studied? Does 
the research do what it set out to do? 
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 (Subject) LTP  
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 12 
 

Intro to Crim 
Previous 
Campaigns 

Design own 
Campaign 
 
Analysis of 
Crimes 
 
Controlled 
assessment #1 

Defining crime 
and deviance 
 
Theories of 
criminology 

Theories of 
criminology 

Begin criminal 
Investigation 

Criminal 
Investigation 

Year 13 
 

Investigative 
Techniques 

Investigative 
Techniques 
Controlled 
assessment #2 

Punishments Social Control 
Law making 
process 

Revision 
And Exam 

x 

 
Links to catholic social teaching (CST) 

•  Life and Dignity of the Human Person 

• Criminology: Explores how individuals are affected by crime, victimisation, and punishment (e.g. prisons, miscarriages of justice). 

• CST: Teaches that every person is made in the image of God and deserves dignity and respect, even offenders. 

• Link: Promotes ethical treatment of prisoners, fair trials, and restorative justice rather than dehumanising punishment. 

•  

• 2. Call to Family, Community, and Participation 

• Criminology: Studies how crime and justice systems impact families and communities, particularly marginalised groups. 

• CST: Emphasises the importance of family and participation in building a just society. 

• Link: Encourages learners to reflect on how justice policies can either support or damage community life and stability. 

•  

• 3. Rights and Responsibilities 
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• Criminology: Covers legal rights of the accused, victims’ rights, and how justice systems uphold or fail those rights. 

• CST: Every person has basic rights (e.g. life, safety, fair treatment) and responsibilities to others and society. 

• Link: Promotes accountability within the justice system while defending the rights of all involved — including the wrongly accused or underrepresented. 

•  

• 4. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 

• Criminology: Investigates how poverty, inequality, and social exclusion contribute to crime and how disadvantaged people often face harsher justice 
outcomes. 

• CST: Calls us to prioritise the needs of the poor and vulnerable in all policies and decisions. 

• Link: Highlights the systemic injustices that criminalise poverty and supports discussions about reform that uplifts the most affected. 

•  

• 5. The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers 

• Criminology: Addresses topics like white-collar crime, labour law offences, and economic inequality as a cause of crime. 

• CST: Teaches that workers deserve fair treatment, just wages, and safe conditions. 

• Link: Encourages a critical look at crimes committed against workers and the economic structures that lead to exploitation. 

•  

• 6. Solidarity 

• Criminology: Encourages understanding of diverse communities affected by crime — such as victims of hate crime, systemic racism, or injustice. 

• CST: Calls for unity and standing with others, especially those who suffer. 

• Link: Challenges students to consider how justice requires empathy, compassion, and advocacy for others. 

•  

• 7. Care for God’s Creation 

• Criminology: While not a central focus, environmental crime (e.g. corporate pollution, illegal dumping) may be covered in case studies. 

• CST: Stresses stewardship of the Earth and justice in environmental matters. 

• Link: Offers space to explore environmental harm as a criminal issue, especially in relation to the poor and vulnerable. 
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KS5 Overview 

Which exam board have 
you chosen and why? 

The WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology has been selected as part of our KS5 curriculum offer due to its ability to combine 
academic rigour with real-world relevance. It provides a meaningful and engaging pathway for learners with interests in law, sociology, 
psychology, and public services, while supporting personal development, critical thinking, and future aspirations. 
1. Relevant, Engaging and Applied Content 
The WJEC specification offers a balanced approach, covering: 
The causes and types of crime 
Criminological theories 
The process from crime scene to courtroom 
The purpose and effectiveness of punishment 
This interdisciplinary focus supports a wide range of learners, particularly those motivated by real-world case studies and applied 
learning. 
2. Strong Progression Opportunities 
The course prepares students for a range of higher education and career paths, including: 
Criminology, law, psychology, sociology, forensic science 
Careers in policing, criminal justice, youth work, social work, and public services 
It is recognised by a wide range of universities and vocational providers, and carries UCAS tariff points equivalent to an A Level 
(Extended Diploma = 2 A Levels). 
3. Accessible Yet Challenging 
The course structure, with both internal (controlled assessment) and external assessment, caters to different learning styles and 
supports diverse learners. 
It provides stretch and challenge through critical evaluation of theories, policies, and real-life case studies. 
This makes it particularly suitable for students who may find traditional, exam-only A Levels less accessible but are capable of high-level 
thinking and application. 
4. Supports Whole-School Intent and Values 
The curriculum supports British values (rule of law, justice, individual liberty) and, in Catholic or values-led schools, aligns closely with 
Catholic Social Teaching, promoting dignity, justice, and care for the vulnerable. 
It enables learners to develop ethical awareness, empathy, and a sense of social responsibility. 
5. Proven Popularity and Outcomes 
Nationally and locally, Criminology is a highly popular subject with strong enrolment figures. 
Centres that deliver the WJEC course consistently report positive engagement, progression, and outcomes, particularly among students 
who thrive in applied or vocational settings. 
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What is the rationale for 
the sequence of your KS5 
curriculum? 

Y12 
Order of Unit 1 has been changed for the academic year 24/23. This was based on analysis of student performance on the Unit 
controlled assessment - students were losing the most marks on the campaign design element of it. To address this we have 
moved the campaign ACs to be the first thing students cover, before Oct half term. This allows us to then return to the material 
in the weeks immediately prior to the controlled assessment, rather than going straight into the controlled assessment after 
teaching it. 
 
In addition, the order of Unit 2 has been moved away from the traditional chronological order of the assessment criteria. This is 
based on experiences of teaching the unit in full for the first time last year - students found the structure disjointed and 
repetitive. As a result of this we have combined all law change assessment criteria into one, and moved the policies that stem 
from theories to be taught straight after the theories, to enable students to see the links to the theory and help them decipher 
the exam question in the topic area. 
 
Y13 
Units 1-4 are taught in chronological order. We do this because each unit is synpotic and builds on the knowledge gained from 
previous units. Examined units are only available in May so sitting Unit 2 in the May of the 1st year allows students to resit in th 
2nd year. Students sitting the controlled assessments first in the year allows time for a fresh attempt before marks are 
submitted to the exam board. In addition, sitting unit 1 and 2 in the first year of study allows students who leave college after 
the first year to 'cash in' the certificate qualification.  
 
In Unit 3, we complete ACs 1.3, 1.4, 2.2, 2.3, 2.5 first. This are the smaller, more fact based assessment criteria. Getting these 
done before the long summer holidays is beneficial to students in several ways. They are less skills based in terms of writing, 
and if students have made good notes and practiced writing up, many achieve full marks on these assessment criteria. This has 
been true across the cohort since we started offering the course. We then move on to the longer, more complex ACs when 
students return in Sept. This means we can spend longer on them, and support students more with their extended writing. 
There is also less chance of a loss of knowledge and skills over the summer. In Unit 4 we have moved away from teaching in the 
order of the assessment criteria this year. We have moved towards teaching by concepts, in this case by the agency that 
students need to know. We will cover everything about the agency, from all parts of the specification, before moving on. When 
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teaching AC by AC the spec can be repetitive and students lose motivation. Teaching this way allows us to interleave and 
repeatedly practice the aspects that come up numerous times, applying them to each agency. When it comes to revision, we 
then switch to a more traditional chronological approach. This allows students to have accessed the information needed from 
'all angles', giving them a very holistic overview and preparing them to answer the most difficult exam questions which pull 
from several different areas of the spec. 
 

How is your curriculum 
assessed?  

Pre-public – regular marked ‘perfect paragraph’ and re-drafts for each assessment criterion (100%) 
Public – 25% external exam and 25% controlled assessment in bother Y12 and Y13 

By the end of KS5 what 
should all students know 
and be able to do? And 
how do you ensure this is 
retained in the long-term 
memory of students? 

By the end of Key Stage 5 (KS5), Criminology students should have developed a deep and critical understanding of 
criminological theories, concepts, methods, and issues, along with the ability to apply this knowledge analytically and 
evaluatively. 
LTM Strategies 
1. Regular Retrieval Practice 
Weekly retrieval and ‘hot seating’ to ensure PLP is being completed (to include current and previous content). 
2. Interleaving 
Mix topics and question types in lessons and homework to force students to differentiate between concepts (e.g., applying 
both Marxist and Functionalists perspectives to crime in the same session). 
3. Students to complete own concept maps 
Use diagrams, timelines, and graphic organisers alongside text to help visualise abstract concepts. 
4. Elaboration 
Asking students to explain concepts in their own words and link them to real-world examples or current events eg crimes in 
society  
5. Concrete Examples 
Students to analyse/mark/improve/compare example and exemplar answers 

6. Regular 'perfect paragraphs’ and Scaffolding 
Embed regular practice essay writing, initially heavily scaffolded, then gradually independent (I do, we do, you do) 
7. Parallel Learning to include knowledge organisers, knowledge audits and research grids (to aid retrieval) 
Using grids where students fill in what they can recall before reviewing notes – referred to as ‘colour assessments’. 
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8. Spiralling Curriculum 
Revisiting concepts across topics. This reinforces conceptual links. Often starter/plenary appropriate. 
9. Metacognitive Strategies 
Students to monitor their own understanding and study strategies using reflection tasks and keeping an assessment file to 
monitor own data  
 

How does your KS5 
curriculum prepare 
students to be successful 
in further education / 
future careers? 

Students develop the ability to construct well-structured, balanced arguments using theories and evidence.  This is a crucial 
skill in university-level study. 
 
In terms of preparation for future careers, the transferable skills obtained at KS5 Criminology include: 
Communication: Expressing complex ideas clearly in writing and discussion, analytical thinking by breaking down and 
evaluating societal structures, patterns, and inequalities, understanding society and social issues by fostering an awareness of 
inequality, power dynamics, crime, education, and differing family structures.  This could be useful for careers such as social 
work, education, law, journalism, policing, teaching.   
Students are encouraged to keep abreast of real-world issues which will further support vocational careers in areas such as 
healthcare, community outreach, probation services and youth work. 
 

Take one key concept or 
discrete piece of 
substantive knowledge 
and explain how it 
progresses across the 
two years of your 
curriculum. 

Knowledge of Criminological causes develops significantly across the two-year course.  Y12 provides an introduction and 
foundation of crime in society, where students are introduced to the basic concepts and approaches to reporting and 
preventing crime, whereas in Y13, students move on to investigating and punishing crime. 
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My notes: Substantive knowledge refers to knowing ‘what’ specific facts need to be remembered.  

Disciplinary Knowledge:  is about knowing ‘ how’ - eg how marxist would explain crime based on what you already know about marxist theory.  Also, HOW the theories are similar 
and different to each other. How consensus can be used to argue conflict, HOW micro can be used to argue macro, HOW interps will study phenomen compared to posititists 

 

Year 12 (Subject) LTP 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Title Intro to Crim 
 
Previous Campaigns 

Design own 
Campaign 
 
Analysis of Crimes 
 
Controlled 
assessment #1 

Defining crime and 
deviance 
 
Theories of 
criminology 

Theories of 
criminology 

Begin criminal 
Investigation 

Criminal 
Investigation 

Substantive 
Knowledge Taught 

Types of crime: 
White-collar crime, 
moral crime, state 
crime, cybercrime, 
hate crime, 
Reasons for 
unreported crime: 
Fear, shame, lack of 
knowledge, mistrust 
of authorities. 
 

Campaigns for 
change: Case 
studies (e.g. 
Sarah’s Law, anti-
knife crime 
campaigns), 
success factors, 
and methods 
(media, pressure 
groups, petitions,). 
 

Biological theories: 
Lombroso’s theory, 
genetic links, brain 
abnormalities, twin 
studies. 
Individualistic 
theories: Freud’s 
psychodynamic 
theory, Eysenck’s 
personality theory, 
learning theories 
(e.g. Bandura). 
 

Sociological 

theories: 

Functionalism 

(Durkheim) 

Marxism 

Labelling Theory 

Left & Right Realism 

Social control 

theory 

Social construction 

of criminality: Crime 

as culturally 

relative, changing 

1. The Criminal 
Investigation Process 
The steps from crime 
scene to courtroom. 
The importance of 
investigative 
procedures. 
Roles of personnel: 
police, SOCOs, 
forensic scientists, 
pathologists, CPS, 
barristers, judges. 
 
 

3. Rules of 
Evidence 
Admissibility: what 
evidence is allowed 
in court. 
Contamination: 
how mishandling 
can affect a case. 
Disclosure: duty to 
share evidence 
with defence. 
4. Trial Process 
Structure and 
process of criminal 
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over time, and 

influenced by 

context. 

 

 

trials (Magistrates 
vs. Crown Court). 
Jury selection and 
role. 
. 
 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge (inc. 
Key Concepts) 

Consequences of 
unreported crime: 
Social, cultural and 
economic effects. 
Media 
representation of 
crime: News bias, 
fictional portrayals, 
moral panics, 
stereotypes. 
 

Public perceptions 
of crime: How 
views are shaped 
by media, personal 
experience, and 
campaigns. 
 

Evaluations and 

Comparisions of 

theories  

Policy links: How 
different theories 
influence policies 
(e.g. CCTV, prison 
reform, early 
intervention) 

Usefulness of 
personnel relating to 
efficiency/skills, cost, 
availability 

Presentation of 
evidence and 
burden of proof. 
Legal rights of the 
accused and the 
victim 

Tier 3 Vocabulary  
Doli Incapax 
Mens Rae 
Actus Raes 
Social Construction 
  
Dark figure of crime 

 
Media vocab 
sensationalism  
glamorisation   
trivialisation   
representation   
 

Social construct 
Norms    
Values 

Moral codes   
Actus reus  

Mens rea  

Formal sanctions 

Informal sanctions 

 
Biological Vocab 
Genetic, inherited  

Individualistic 
Vocab  
Extraversion, 
neuroticism, 
psychoticism. 
 
Cognitive 
distortions 
Moral reasoning. 
Observation 
imitation 
Role Models 

Forensic Scientists 
Pathologists 
Autopsy/post‑mortem  
 
Trafficking cybercrime 
 
Crimint  
Gangs Matrix –  
 
Surveillance   
Coert 
Overt 

Typology 
Geographical 
Profiling  
Least Effort 
Principle 
Buffer Zone 
Principle  
Marauder 
Commuter –  
Offender 
Consistency 
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Atavistic (primitive) 

physical features. 

 
Prefrontal cortex 

 

Biochemical  
(Diet, hormones, 
and substances 
affecting behaviour  
 

Operant 

conditioning  

 

Conformity, 
innovation, 
ritualism, 
retreatism, 
rebellion. 
 
Marxism  
Capitalist society 
 
Labelling vocab 
Self-fulfilling 
prophecy 
Moral panic   
Left realism  
Right realism  
Rational choice 
 

 

  

Principle – 
Offenders  
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Year 13 (Subject) LTP 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Title Investigative 

Techniques 

Investigative 
Techniques 
Controlled 
assessment #2 

Punishments Social Control 
Law making process 

Revision 
And Exam 

x 

Substantive 
Knowledge Taught 

Types of Evidence 
Forensic evidence: 
DNA, fingerprints, 
blood spatter, 
ballistics. 
Digital evidence: 
phone records, 
CCTV, online data. 
Eyewitness 
testimony: factors 
affecting reliability. 
Expert witnesses: 
qualifications, 
credibility, and 
influence. 
 

Influences on 
Outcomes 
Media bias, pre-trial 
publicity. 
Jury behaviour and 
decision-making. 
 

Forms of Punishment 
Prison, community 
sentences, fines, 
restorative justice. 
Evaluation of each 
type’s effectiveness 
and impact on 
reoffending. 
Law-Making Processes 
How laws are made: 
Parliamentary process 
and judicial 
precedent. 
Role of government 
and pressure groups. 
Law reform and case 
examples. 
 

Social Control 
Formal and informal 
mechanisms of 
social control (laws, 
police, family, 
religion, media). 
Reasons for obeying 
laws: fear of 
punishment, moral 
obligation, social 
pressure. 
The Criminal Justice 
System 
Key agencies: 
police, CPS, courts, 
prison, probation. 
Aims of 
punishment: 
Retribution 
Deterrence 
Rehabilitation 
Incapacitation 

Revision of sub 
knowledge 

x 
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Reparation 
Public protection 
 

Disciplinary 
Knowledge (inc. 
Key Concepts) 

Evaluation of 
Eyewitness 
testimony: factors 
affecting reliability. 
Expert witnesses: 
qualifications, 
credibility, and 
influence. 
 

Effects of pre-trial 
publicity. 
Jury behaviour and 
decision-making. 
 

Comparison of 
Criminological 
Perspectives on 
Punishment 
Functionalist views 
(e.g. Durkheim) 
Marxist views (law as 
a tool of the powerful) 
Right and Left Realism 
 

Evaluation of Aims 
of punishment: 
Retribution 
Deterrence 
Rehabilitation 
Incapacitation 
Reparation 
Public protection 
 

Revision of disc 
knowledge 
 

 

Tier 3 Vocabulary Profiling & 
Locational 
Techniques 
Typology – 
Grouping offenders 
by behavioral 
patterns observed 
at crime scenes. 
Geographical 
Profiling – Using 
location data to 
estimate an 
offender’s base. 
Least Effort 
Principle – 
Offenders choose 

Trace & Physical 
Evidence 
Edmond Locard’s 
Exchange Principle 
– “Every contact 
leaves a trace.” 
Fingerprints: 
Latent – Invisible 
without 
enhancement. 
Patent – Visible 
impressions like 
those in blood or 
oil. 

 Processes of Law-
Making (AC1.1) 
Bill / Act – The formal 
steps involved in 
creating UK laws. 
Legislation – Laws 
passed by Parliament. 
Royal Assent – Final 
stage of a bill 
becoming law. 
Green Paper / White 
Paper – Consultation 
documents in the law-
making process. 
 

How Forms of 
Punishment Meet 
Aims (AC2.3) 
Imprisonment, 
Community Orders, 
Fines, Suspended 
sentences, 
Probation 
Matching aims to 
forms—for 
example: 
Imprisonment → 
Incapacitation, 
Retribution 

Revise unit 3 and 4 
key terms 

x 
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locations closest to 
home to reduce 
effort. 
Buffer Zone 
Principle – Offender 
avoids crimes near 
home to reduce 
detection risk. 
Marauder – 
Offender who 
operates from or 
near their home 
location. 
Commuter – 
Offender who 
travels to distant 
areas to commit 
crimes. 
Offender 
Consistency 
Principle – 
Offenders exhibit 
similar behaviours 
across crimes. 
 

Plastic – 3D 
impressions, e.g., in 
soft material. 
Trace Evidence – 
Small transfers like 
fibers, glass, or soil 
that link suspects to 
scenes. 
Testimonial 
Evidence – Verbal 
or written witness 
statements used in 
court. 
Legal Procedures & 
Evidence Rules 
Disclosure – 
Requirement for 
both prosecution 
and defense to 
share all relevant 
evidence. 
Just Verdict & Safe 
Verdict – Verdicts 
must be fair and 
based on strong 
evidence and 
procedure. 
Miscarriage of 
Justice – Wrongful 

2. Organisation of the 
Criminal Justice 
System (CJS) (AC1.2) 
Police, Courts, Crown 
Prosecution Service 
(CPS), Prison Service, 
Probation Service 
Magistrates' Courts, 
Crown Court, Appeal 
Court, Supreme Court 
Diversionary schemes 
– Alternatives to 
formal prosecution. 
 
Models of Criminal 
Justice (AC1.3) 
Crime Control Model 
– Focuses on 
efficiency, reducing 
crime by enforcing the 
law. 
Due Process Model – 
Emphasises individual 
rights, fairness, and 
legal procedure. 
Due process – Right to 
fair legal treatment. 
Forms of Social 
Control (AC2.1) 

Community Orders 
/ Restorative Justice 
→ Rehabilitation 
Fines → 
Retribution, General 
deterrence 
 
7. Role of Agencies 
in Social Control 
(AC3.1) 
Police, Courts, CPS, 
Prison Service, 
Probation 
These agencies 
shape how society 
enforces law and 
delivers justice. 
 
Contributions of 
Agencies (AC3.2) 
Visible deterrence – 
E.g., "bobbies on 
the beat". 
Punitive measures – 
Convictions, 
sentencing, 
reintegration 
strategies. 
Community 
engagement – 



m Plan 

 

2025-2026  (Subject) Long-Term Plan 

conviction of an 
innocent person. 
 

Internal social control 
– Self-regulation via 
conscience, beliefs, 
and internalised 
norms. 
External social control 
– Enforced through 
agents like police, 
laws, 
rewards/punishments. 
Coercion, Fear of 
punishment, 
Tradition, 
Internalisation, 
Rational ideology 
 
Retribution – Punish 
as deserved. 
Deterrence – Includes: 
Individual deterrence 
– Discouraging 
reoffending by 
offender. 
General deterrence – 
Discouraging public 
through examples. 
Rehabilitation – 
Helping offenders 
reintegrate morally 
and socially. 

Youth services, 
crime prevention 
programs. 
 
Limitations of 
Agencies (AC3.3) 
Recidivism – Re-
offending after 
punishment. 
Resource 
constraints, 
Overcrowding, 
Inadequate 
rehabilitation 
Systemic 
inequalities – 
Unequal access to 
justice or support. 
 
Evaluating 
Effectiveness 
(AC3.4) 
Measures like re-
offending rates, 
public confidence, 
cost-effectiveness 
Consider trade-
offs—e.g., strict 
punishment vs. 
long-term 
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Incapacitation – 
Removing the ability 
to re-offend. 
Restorative justice – 
Repairing harm by 
involving victims and 
community 
 

rehabilitation 
outcomes. 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 


